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NEW BIBLE ATLAS 


Abbreviations 
BIBLICAL BOOKS 
Books of the Old Testament: 
Gn. Genesis ‘Song Song of Solomon 
Ex, Exodus Is. i 
Lv. Leviticus Je. Jeremiah 
Nu. Numbers La. ‘Lamentations 
Dt. Deuteronomy Ezk. Ezekiel 
Jos. Joshua Dn. Daniel 
Jdg. Judges Ho. Hosea 
Ru, Rut Joel Joel 
1,2Sa, 1 &2Samuel Am. Amos 
1,2Ki, 1&2Kings Ob. Obadiah 
1,2Ch. 1&2Chronicles Jon. Jonah 
Ezr. Ezra Mi. = Micah 
Ne. Nehemiah Na. Nahum 
Est. Esther Hab. Habakkuk 
. Job Zp. Zephaniah 
Ps.(Pss.)_ Psalms. He Hay 
s Proverbs Ze. Zechariah 
Ec, Ecclesiastes Mal. Malachi 
Books of the Ay sha featured in the Atlas 
1,2Mace. 1&2 Maccabees 
Books of the New Testament 
Matthew 1,2Thes. 1&2 
Mark Thessalonians 
Luke 1,2Tim. 1&2Timothy 
John Tit. Titus 
Acts Phm. Philemon 
Romans Heb. Hebrews 
1&2 Corinthians Jas. James 
Galatians 1,2Pet. 1&2Peter 
Ephesians 1,2,3Jn. 1,2&3John 
ilippians Jude Jude 
Colossians Rev. Revelation 


This list of Old and New Testament abbreviations is given 
for completeness, but not all the Bible books are 
‘mentioned in the Atlas. 


GENERAL ABBREVIATIONS 

In addition to the commonly understood abbreviations 
such as i.e., ¢.g., BCand AD the following are used 
throughtout 


ACA ‘Sir Moses Finley, Atlas of Classical 
A Feber the J 

int, Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews 
AV Authored Version ot the Bible 

(King James’ Version) 

< entigrade al ‘ 
c circa (Lat.), about, ay imatel 
of confer (Lat), compare 
ch(s)_chapter(s) 
cm centimetre(s) 
EB East, eastern 
F Fahrenheit 
£(f.) and the following 
ft foot, feet 
4 


Gk. Greek 
Heb. Hebrew 
= 
Jos. sephus 
Kh. Khivbet (in place-names: indicating 
K Eien ) 
m(s) ilometre(s) 
L. i ca 
Lat Latin 
m metre(s) 
MS(S) —_manuscript(s) 
Mt mount, mountain 
N North, northern 
NEB New English Bible 
Nw New International Version of the Bible 
NT New Testament 
OT Old Testament 
pup. Zen, Zeno papyri 
passim — (Lat.) appears frequently 
R plate 
river 
Sv Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
s South, southern 
Vs valle 
Ww West, western 
Ww. wadi (river valley, seasonally dry) 
War Josephus, Jewish Wars 
TRANSLITERATION 


The following systems have been adopted: 


AO bee 


a 

é 
Ene Ba 
Sky <etls 
pm e | Nim 
jst Sm 
wee tH 


NEW BIBLE ATLAS 


The Bible is unique in setting out its message from God to 
‘mankind in a definite geographical and historical setting. 
Ittherefore includes very many references to lands and 
peoples, places and features, ranging from Persia in the 
‘east to Rome and Spain in the west; from Ethiopia and 
Egypt in the south to the parts of Asia Minor (ancient 
Anatolia, modern Turkey), where early Christian 
‘churches flourished, in the north. At the centre is the 
region of Syro-Palestine, the Holy Land, and its 
neighbouring countries where the Bible story unfolded. 
‘The reader who wants to understand these many 
references fully will need to use a biblical atlas. 

This Atlas aims to provide the Bible reader, student 
and teacher with maps and plans, photographs and text, 
arranged fr the most part chronologically. The opening 
section on the Holy Land includes a contour 
geological and climatic information and a satellite 
photograph showing the sea-level contour. This 
thorough approach, using modern methods of 
representation, serves to remind us that the events 
recorded in the Bible occurred in real places, with real 
rocks underfoot and real rain falling, 

This faithfulness to reality is accentuated by the 
inclusion of a selection of colour photographs, but we are 
conscious that these have their own limitations. They are 
‘each confined to a single scene. They lack the range and 
breadth of maps and cannot, on their own, represent the 
essence of a region. We have been at pains therefore to 
this an atlas —a book of maps - in the full sense, 
believing that the intelligent reader will want more than a 
set of tourist views of the Palestine scenery. 


Arrangement 
‘The division of the Atlas into six parts allows a logical 
sequence. 
art One is, broadly speaking, geographical. After a 
eneral introduction map to the Bible lands (pages 6-7) 
the focus is on the Holy Land, describing the nature of 
the terrain, climate and vegetation. 

Parts Two and Three are arranged historically, based 
on the biblical record from the Old and New Testaments 
respectively, and are chiefly concerned with the Holy 
Land. 

Part Four features the major empires and peoples 
which play a part on the biblical scene. 

Part Five concerns the historical development and 
‘crucial significance of Jerusalem, the Holy City, and Part 
Six provides a brief view of the Holy Land as itis today. 


Place-names 
Names of regions, provinces, kingdoms, etc., are printed 
in large roman capitals, e.g. BABYLONTA 


Tribes and ethnic groups: usually large italic capitals, 
e.g. AMORITES 


Preface 


Brief summaries of biblical history are given to hel 
those who do not have ready access to more detail 
discussion of the history of the peoples of this area, 
‘whose life, work and faith have for long influenced 
western civilization. 

Ithas become customary in recent popular Bible atlases 
to include illustrations drawn from archaeology. This 
emphasis has not been neglected in the New Bibie Als, 
but to do justice to the numerous discoveries made in 
many lands and countries would require detailed 
explanation and illustrations beyond the scope of this 
book. For these the reader is referred to such works as The 
Ilustrated Bible Dictionary (three volumes, IVP, 1980) with 
its wealth of coloured photographs, or the text edition, 
New Bible Dictionary, second edition (IVP, 1982). This 
Atlas springs from the research first undertaken for those 
books, though much of the content is totally new. 

‘The index will help to locate Bible place-names and 
their modern equivalents. 

We acknowledge gratefully the work undertaken by 

itors, Dr John Bimson of Trinity 


Press and the designers, Swanston 
Graphics Limited of Derby. 

fay this Atlas help many in their understanding of 
God's Word as they live in'a world often far different 
from that of those who first received it. 


J.HLP. 
DLW. 


How to use this Atlas 


‘Towns and villages: lower case roman, ¢.g. Jerusalem 


Geographical features such as mountains, rivers, lakes, 
seas, etc.: lower case italic, e.g. Great Sea 


Modern place-names: as above but in brackets, e.g 
(Mediterranean Sea) 


Absolute consistency has not been possible but, in 

ceneral, where the modern name is clearly derived from 
the ancient (¢.g. Creta = Crete, Italia = Italy) or where it 
‘would be pedantic to place modern names in brackets 
(c.g. Egypt, Jerusalem) brackets have been omitted. Ina 
few other cases, where nearly all the place-names are 
modern, the principle has been abandoned for the sake of 
simplicity. On pages 6-7 modern national states are 
shown in grey. 

Where a site was known by two or more alternative 
names they are divided by an oblique stroke, 
e.g. Ezion-geber/Elath. 

“The word ‘or’ indicates uncertainty about the name or 
the location, as does a question mark. 
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The Lands of the Bible 


inthe Bible, 
The Bible are 
rade sttes and locations are shown in grey type. 


THE LANDS: 


SAUDI ARABIA 


‘THE LANDS 
‘The Holy Land 


Physical description 


Physical structure and relief can be 
represented in various ways, such as the three 
shown on pages 8 and 9. They are: 


Relief model 

The photograph (left) shows a model of N 
central Palestine. Itis made of plaster froma 
fretwood mould and built up on the basis of 
the 100ft (c. 30m) contours surveyed bythe 
British in the 1870s, The Plain of Megido is at 
the S edge of the map, and the Sea of Galilee 
and Mt Carmel are easily recognizable. This 
method of representing relief exaggerates the 
vertical, making the landscape appear more 
dramatic than it would appear ona 
photograph. 


Cross-section 

The line of section used here (below) is 
indicated on the map on page 9, and the most 
prominent feature is the deep rift valley which 
contains the River Jordan and the Dead Sea. 
See also pages 11 and 21. 


Relief may 
The Holy Land (right) belongs physically to 
the shorelands of the Mediterranean, with a 
gentle rise inland from the coast to the 
mountains of judaea, and then a precipitous 
plunge eastwards into the deepest gash on the 
‘earth's surface (the Dead S 

With this map compare the satellite 
photograph on pages 12 and 13. 


Right: The Holy Land: physical 
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‘The Holy Land 
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Physical regions 


‘The Holy Land has traditionally been divided 
into five regions: the coastal plains, the central 
hills, the Rift Valley, the plateaux of 
Transjordan, and the desert. 

‘The coastal plains stretch fora distance of 
about 200 km (c, 125 miles) from the borders of 


The Holy Land: physical 
regions. 
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Lebanon to Gaza, interrupted by Mt Carmel. 
To the N of the latter, the plain of Asher runs 
to the ancient Ladder of Tyre, where the 
Galilean hills crowd close to the coast. To the 
SE of it, the valley of Jezreel and plain of 
iraelon have been areas of major 

nificance. Some 20 km (c. 13 miles) at its 
widest, they formed the main route from 
Egypt to Damascus. Along it were situated the 
Strategic centres of Megiddo,Jezreel and Beth- 
shan, famous in Israel's wars (dg. 5; 6:33; 
1 Sa. 29:1; 31:12) and the apocalyptic site of the 
future (Rev. 16:16). S of Carmel is the plain of 
Sharon with its five great Philistine 
strongholds: Ekron, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath 
and Gaza, merging E into the hill lands of the 
Shephelah, a buffer between Israel and 
Philistia. These hills witnessed the early 
struggles of Israel from the times of the Judges 
to David: Notable among them are Aijalon 
(Jos. 10:10-15; 1 Sa. 14:31), Sorek (dg. 16) and 
Elah (1 Sa, 17:1-2), 


The central hills 

The central hills run some 300 km (c, 188 
miles) from N Galilee to Sinai, and are made 
up of interlocking hills and plateaux. In the S, 
Judah has gently undulating folds except in 
the E where the deeply dissected chalky falls 
steeply to the Rift Vally. This Judaean plateau 
runs N into the hill country of Ephraim, but to 
the N again the hills of Samaria decrease 
ently toan average of just over 300 mc, 985 
jt) in the central basin. Together with other 
fertile basins lands, Samaria was exposed early 
to outside influences, and its faith corrupted. 
Nof the plain of Esdraelon lies Galilee, divided 
into S or lower Galilee, which has a similar 
landscape to tha of Samaria, and N or upper 
Galilee, where the mountains reach to a height 
‘of over 900 m (c. 2,955 ft), 


Rift Valley, plateaux and desert 

Slicing across Palestine for over 100 km (c. 63 
miles), the Jordan follows the great Rift Valley. 
from its source at Mt Hermon, through the 
Huleh and Galilee basins to the Dead Sea. S of 
here commences the Arabah, stretchin; 

160 km (c. 100 miles) to the Gulf of Agabah, a 
desert dominated by the great wall of the 
‘Transjordan tableland. W stretches the 
desolate, hilly relief of the central Negeb. E 
over the edge of the Transjordan plateaux 
extend a series of regions well known in Bible 
times: the tableland of Bashan; Gilead, situated 
in the huge oval dome 55 km by 40 km (c. 34 
tiles by 25 miles); the level steppes of Ammon. 
and Moab and, S of the Zered valley, the 
faulted and ited block of Edom with its 
impregnable strongholds. Beyond, to the E 
and S are the desea, tablelands of rock and 
sand, blasted by the hot winds. 
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Geological structure 


The Holy Land: 
seologiil structure 
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Satellite over-view 


Satellite photographs of parts of the S Holy Land. The 
photographs whase scale is roughly 1:1 million, or 16 
Iniles to 1 inch, are arranged on these 
left. They cover the Rift Valley from 


the Dead Sea, to the Gulfo 
port of Elat corresponds 

False-colour techaiques ma 
‘appear in red: 


irrigation schemes instituted by the Israeli 

Judaea are easily identified on the left-h 

‘the oases of Jericho and the middle Jordan Valley, 
on’s principal cites, 


Jerusalem and Amman, ther 


¢ Dead Sea, On the right-hand page, Petra 
located almost inthe centre, absce (E of the Rift Valley. 
At the top of thi dry stream courses form 
white Lin mountains of Edom 
ere their occasional flow of 
quickly disappears, The dotted line indicates 
u contour 
The shape of the Dead Sen is famiiar to all users of 
ips ofthe Holy Land. 1t fs noticeable, however, that on 
sps produced since about 1970 the familiar shape has 
ed. This satellite photograph shows the S end of the 


Sea differently from the maps in the bay oft 
There are two explanations for this apparent 
discrepancy, both of mutable to the large-scale 
clopment programmes ofthe modern 
first is thatthe level of the Dent 
Takes in areas of inland drainage th 
Alepends on a balance between inflo 
R- Jordan) and evaporation, The latter és likely to remain 
roughly constant from year to year. I 
Sea, however, has been considerably reduce by the 
diversion of Jordan water and its use f 
further N, Little ofthe water so diverted returns to the 
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The Holy Land 


arent stream. Consequently, inflow has not kept pace 
with eouporation and the level of the Sea has fallen, 
altering its shoreline. 

The sec Hon is that, atthe Send of the Dead 
Sa, where the flat floor ofthe Aralwh continues the line of 
the Rift Valley, th aseriesof 
evaporating, the Sea. From these 
puns they extract the salts contained in the water 
especially those of potassium and sodium. If then becomes 

in for the cartographer whether to represent these 
7 ofthe Ded Sea or not. 


“Gta 
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Climate 
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Inthe Levant three climatic zones may be 
distinguished: a Mediterranean, a steppeanda 
desert zone, each with its distinct type of 
vegetation. 


Mediterranean zone 

Along the coast as far Sas Gaza, the 
Mediterranean zone has mild winters (53-6°F, 
12°C, mean monthly average for January at 
Gaza) compared with the severer cor 
the interior hills Jerusalem 44-6°F, 7°C, in 
January). But summersare, here hot 
(Gaza78:8°F, 26°Cin July, Jerusalem 73: 
23°C). The prolonged snow cover of the hij 
Lebanon mountains (Je. 18:14) is exceptional, 
though snow isnot infrequentin the Hauran. 
Elsewhere itis a rare phenomenon (2Sa. 23:20). 
Less than one-fifteenth part of the annual 
rainfall occursin the summer months from June 
to October; nearly all of it is concentrated in 
winter to reach a maximum in mid-winter. The 
total amount varies from about 35-40.cm 

(6. 14-16ins) on the coast to about 75m (c. 30 
ins) on Mt Carmel and the Judaean, Galilean 
and Transjordan mountains. 


Steppe and desert 
Inthe Beersheba area to theS, and in. 
the Jordan valley and of the Trans) 
plateau the climate is steppe, with only 20-30 
‘em (c. 8-10ins) of rain, though temperature 
conditions are comparable to those of the 
Judaean hills. The deep trough of the Jordan 
has sub-tropical conditions with stifling 
‘summer heat; at Jericho mean daily maxima 
remain above 100°F (38°C) from June to 

ber, with frequent records of 110120" 
(43-49°C). The winter, however, hasenjoyable 
conditions of 65-68°F (18-20°C) January mean 
daily maximum). In the Negeb the part ofthe 
Jordan valley, and the country Eand Sof the 
‘Transjordan steppe the climateis desert, with 
less than 20cm (¢. 8ins) of rain a year. 


sof 


rts of 


Rainfall 
‘The rainfall of Palestine is closely identified 
with the cool season: in Arabic, the same word 


refers to both winter and rain. During the 
weliminary period of mid-September to mid- 
Brtober, misty seaairencourtering hot, dry air 
from the land causes thunderstorms and 
irregular rainfall. The onset of effective rains 
normally begins in mid-October, but may 
sometimes be delayed until January. These are 
the former rains’ which are eagerly awaited 
because they reduce the temperatures and 
produce bright, clear skies. The ‘latter rains’, by 
contrast, occurin April or early May, and 
represent the last showers of the rainy season 
(Am. 47). 

Where rainfall slow, dew assumes great 
importance asa source of moisture. Itis, 


beneficial to summer crops. In seeingitasa 
source of blessing, ther yeancients were 
not ting (Gn. 27:28; Dt. 33:28). It 
permits dry-farming in the absence of fain, aids 
the vine harvest a 
times of drought. 


freshens dry pasturein 


Has the climate changed? 

Itis often asked whether the climate of the Bible 
lands has changed since biblical times. 
Accepting that fluctuations can and do occur, 
there is no archaeological evidence for 
significant change. Near the Gulf of Aqabah, 
forexample, excavated Roman gutters stil fit 
the springs for which they were constructed. It 
istherefore necessary to seek other reasons 
why land notable for milk, honey and 
splendid fruit crops (Nu. 13:27) had become, by 

w early 20th cent. a barren and treeless land 
oflittle ornoagricuitural value, 

Rather than infer change of climate, itis, 
simpler to assume that the people of Israel were 
responsible for initiating processes which were 
then continued ant ead Gyeceucconting 
centuries. 1, Because they never conquered an 
‘occupied the whole land assigned to them by 
God, the land became overcrowded, and 
‘overcrowding in dry lands usually brings with 
itsoil erosion and loss of fertility. 2. Because 
they lacked trust in God they repeatedly 
became entangled in regional alliances, seeking 
the help of powerful neighbours for their own 
Potton, and so became involved in wars, 

farbrought invasion, devastation, the loss of 
tree cover (seee.¢. Dt. 20:19; Je. 6:6), and 


frequent war resulted in desertification, In 
these lands ofthe Bible, the ecological balance is 
a delicate one: human carelessness is all too 
promptly followed by national disaster, 
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Principal water-courses 


Apart from the Jordan, a 
feof ibtaries an 


‘Shou streams 
‘account for their 
maxinrim ee in 


the Israelite settler, 


‘The Holy Lard: 
principal euter-courses. 
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Because of contrasts of relief, from more than 
1,000m (c. 3,283 ft) above sea-level near Hebron 
10390 m (c. 1,281 ft) below sea-level at the Dead 
Sea, the flora of Palestine is very varied (about 
3,000 vascular plants) for sucha small area. A 
large proportion of them are annuals. Few 
districts have ever had dense forests, but over 
twenty types of tree are mentioned in the Bible, 
and remnant woodlands have been preserved 
‘onMtHermon and in Lebanon, which has 
always been noted foriits cedars, Small forests 
ofpine and oak still exist in Golan. 

ak forests long existed in Sharon, whose 
‘name means forest. But biblical prophecy as 
early as Isaiah’s time foresaw the conversion of 
these forest areas — Sharon, northern Gilead 
and southern Galilee— into sheep pastures 
(1s,65:10), In other words, while there is no 
substantial evidence of climatic change in the 
Holy Land (see p.14), vegetational change, being, 
largely man-made, has been widespread. The 
two principal elements of this change have 
been 1, the removal of tree cover, for building: 
for constructing siege-works; for fuel, and, 
2. the spread of pastoralism. Goats are 
notoriously destructive browsers, while sheep 
are selective in their grazing: both destroy 
vegetation unless strictly controlled. Under 
Mediterranean —let alone desert 
conditions, pasture is seasonally short-lived, 
and stock should be moved to fresh grazinj 
Where this is not possible, loss of cover ani 
‘erosion are inevitable. 

Deterioration had gone so farbefore the 
establishment of the modern state of Israel in 
1948 that most of the uncultivated iand wasa 
dreary expanse of butha, low scrub surrounding 
rocky outcrops. Towards the steppe and desert 
margins, vegetation thinned toa few shrubby 
elements — wormwood, broom, saltwortand 
such grasses as.can survive in very dry 
conditions. Only along the banks of the Jordan. 
is there a dense gallery forest of willow, poplar, 
tamarisk and oleander. 

Since 1948, substantial areas have been 
afforested by the Israelis, partly to give new 
settlers an economicactivity during the period 
‘of waiting for new plantations and orchards to 
reach fruit-bearing age. Pine, cypress, 
eucalyptus and acacia are among the types of 
tree introduced. Major areas of planting are the 
hills of the Gaza-Jerusalem corridor and N 
Galilee. 

‘The second principal method of checking the 
decay of soil and vegetation is by terracing. 
Relics of old, abandoned terraces are plentiful, 
anda new programme of restoration and 
extension to these was initiated by the Israelis, 
in the 1950s. 


Vegetation 


‘The Holy Land: 
natural vegetation 
regions, 
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The River Jordan 
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The Holy Land 


‘The Jordan depression isa unique feature of 
physical geography. Geological aft valley, it 
isthe deepest depression on the earth’slan 
surface, Only few miles rom itssource, the 
rivers already nearly 200 mc. 657 ft) below 
the Mediterranean, while at the N end of the 
Dead Seait has plunged to 393 m (c. 1,280 ft) 
below sea-level, The name Jordan’ (Hebrew 
yardén) aptly means ‘the descender’. The riveris 
the largest perennial stream in Palestine, and its 
length of some 120 km (c. 75 miles) from former 
Lake Huleh to the Dead Sea is more than 
doubled by its meanders. Archaeological finds 
have revealed the valley to be one of the earliest 
centres of urban settlement in the world. 


Lake Huleh 

The headwaters of the Jordan rise below Mt 
Hermon (2,774 m, 9,124 ft). The river then 
shortly enters a depression some 5 by 15 km 

(c, 3by 9 miles) formerly occupied by Lake 
Huleh (now drained and reclaimed for 
agriculture). AtitsS outlet from here, lava flows 
blocked the valley, forcing the riverto cut 
through a series of gorges, in the course of 
whichiit falls over 200 m (c. 657 ft). 


‘The Sea of Galilee 

The Jordan then enters the Sea of Galilee, some 
21 km(¢, 13 miles) long and 13 km (c. Smiles) 
wide, on whose shores and waters so much of 
the ministry of Christ took place, The river 
flows out on the Sside into the ‘Ghor’, which 
extends for 105 km (c, 66 miles) to the Dead 
Sea, The river has cut its way into the floor of 
the trough toa depth of 50 m(c, 164 t)in some 
places, and itis therefore possible to 
distinguish the Ghor, or broad valley feature, 
from the entrenched river plain, or Zor, 
pictured on page 18. 


‘The Dead Sea 
Several perennial streams join the Jordan in its 
assage through the Ghor, all of them flowing 
from the E. In this section of the valley there 
are several fords (though the river was not 
bridged until Roman times), but between the 
Jordan-Jabbok confluence and the Dead Sea 
‘crossings are difficult. The miraculous crossing, 
ofthe Israelites appears to have taken place at 
‘Adam (modern Tell ed-Damiyeh), some 25 km 
(¢. 16 miles) north of Jericho (Jos. 3:1-17; 


1-24). 


‘The Jordan valley. 
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The Dead Sea 


The Dead Seais referred toin the OT as the Salt 
Sea (Gn. 14:3; Nu. 343, 12;Dt. 3:17; Jos. 3:16 
12:3; 15:2, 5; 18:19), the Sea of the Arabah 
(Dt. 3:17;4:49; Jos. 3:16; 12:3;2Ki. 14:25) and 
the Eastern Sea (Ezk. 47:18; Joel 2:20; Zc. 14:8) 
Itoccupies the deepest point of the great rift 
which extends from the N end of the Jordan 
Valley Sto the East African lakes. Its surface is 
onaverage 395 m (¢. 1300 ft) below sea-level, 
the lowest point on the earth's surface, and a 
its deepest point the bed is about 433 m 
(. 1,422 f) lowerstill 

From the N shore where the Jordan 
the shallow Send where the sea merges into the 
salty Sebkha marsh, the distance is 77 km (c. 48 
miles). N of the peninsula called the Lisa 
(‘tongue’) the width is 10-1 6-9 miles 
The Lisan itself extends to within 3 km (c 
miles) of the W shore, From here the wateris 


nters, to 


The Deud Sea, looking E 
tothe hills of Moat 
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very shallow, and the narrow gap was fordable 
until the mid-19th century. Here in earlier times 
Roman road joined the two shores, guarded at 
its W end by the fortress of Masada. Between 
the W shore and the Judaean hills isa narrow 
plain bordered on the W by low terraces. On 
one such terrace, by the NW shore, lie the ruins 
of Khirbet Qumran. On the E the sea is 
bordered by the sheer cliffs of Moab. Sof the 

Dead Sea, the rift valley is dry, and from the 
Scorpion Cliffs to the Gulf of Aqabah is known 
asthe Arabah (Dt, 1:1;2:8; but in OT times the 
term was also applied to the valley N of the 
Dead Sea: Dt. 3:17;Jos. 11:2; 12:3). Inaddition 
tothe Jordan, the seais fed by ather sources of 
fresh water on both the E and W shores, but 
concentrated chemical deposits ensure that the 
sea itself remains salty, since evaporation is the 
only means of escape 
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‘The Den Sen, also called the Salt Sea or the Sen of Arabwl 


‘Sectioms through the Dead Sea atthe N basin ana the 
isan peninsula ithe 


runs fam Syrian the 
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The Negeb 


The Negeb (Negev) 
‘typical landscape in the 
ary, 
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‘The Negeb or Negev (Hebrew negeb, dry) is the 
regional name applied to Palestine, where 
rainfall is sparse and the true desert is 
approached. An indefinite region, it covers 
some 11,650 sq.km (c. 4,5005q.- miles), Its N 
boundary may be conveniently drawn along 
the Gaza-Beersheba road and then due E of 
Beersheba to the Dead Sea. On the S the region 
‘merges into the Desert of Sinai. When the state 
of Israel was established in 1948, the Negeb 
comprised some two-thirds of itsarea at that 
date. To Israel, it hassince becomea frontier of 
settlement. 

About half of the Negeb receives less than 
50mm (c, 2ins) of precipitation annually. These 
areas possess little soiland are generally 
covered by desert debris hammada). Elsewhere 
areareas of sand and, even where small pockets 
of soil exist, they are lacking in organic matter 
and extremely liable to erosion, The only 
favourable feature is found in the lessarid 
, where there isa covering of loess al 
dust, very fertile when irrigated 

The strategic and economicimportance of the 
Negeb has been significant. The Way of Shur’ 
crossed it from central Sinai NE to Judae: 
(Gn. 16:7; 20:1; 25:18; Ex. 
route followed by the Patriarchs (C 
26:22), by Hadad the Edomite(1 Ki. 11:14, 
17, 21-22), and probably the escape rout 
by Jeremiah (43:6-12) and laterby Joseph and 
Mary (Mt. 2:13-15). The route was dictated by 
the zone of settled land where well-water is 
significant, hence the frequent references to its 


wells (¢.g. Gn, 24:15-20; Jos. 15:18-19;Jdg. 1:14- 
15), Uzziah reinforced the defence of Jerusalem 
by establishing cultivation and defensive 
settlements in his exposed S flank of the N 
Negeb(2 Ch. 26:10). Itseems clear from the 
history of the Near East that the Negeb wasa 
convenient vacuum for resettlement whenever 
population pressure forced out migrants from 
the Fertile Crescent. Also significant was the 
location of copper ores in the E Negeb and its 
trade in the Arabah. Control of this industry 
explains the Amalekite and Edomite wars of 
Saul(I Sa. 14:47f.) and the subsequent 
victories of David over the Edomites 
(1Ki, T1:15f,). Italso explains the creation by 
Solomon of the port of Ezion-geber, and, when 
itwas silted up, the creation ofa new portat 
Elath by Uzziah (1 Ki, 9:26;22:48;2 Ki, 14:22) 
Theabiding hatred of the Edomites is explained 
by the struggles to control this trade (¢ 
Ezk. 25:12and the book of Obadiah), 

Between the fourth century 8¢ and the 
beginning of the second century AD, when the 

ibataeans finally disappeared, these Semitic 
people of S. Arabian origin created a brilliant 
<ivilization-based agriculture which in turn was 

by wells orelaborate methods of 

water. Larger-scale 
agriculture has necessarily had to wait upon the 
Provision of water by aqueduct romN 
Palestine, so that irrigation can be practised. 
The first stage of the 
‘opened in 1955, 

Deployed across the strateg) 


aqueduct was 


trade routes 
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between Arabia and the Fertile Crescent, 
became rich on the spice and incense trade of 

Arabia, and other exotic goods from Somaliland 
and India, 

‘The Negeb wasalso importantiin eas 
Christian times. N. Glueck in Rivers in 
Desert, has identified some 300 early Christian 
Byzantine sites in this area, dating from the fifth 
and sixth centuries AD. A comparison of this 
figure with the map on page 83 showing the 
spread of Christian congregationsin the first 
three centuries is instructive. 

The first attempts at re-colonization of the 
Negeb date from before World Warll, but no 
substantial progress was made before 1948. 
‘Thena pioneer fringe was established along the 
Jess-aridN edge of the region but, even so, 
there have been many setbacks to progress 
Mining has also been developed, first and 
foremost around the Dead Sea with its mineral 
repository, but also in the Negeb proper where 
‘mineral salts, gypsum and natural gasare found. 


‘The Negeb (Negev), 


Lands east of the Jordan 


East of the Jordan line are the deserts of S 
and Arabia, Butitis notalways realized that 
between the riverand the desert there isa 
narrow fertile belt, perhaps 30 km (16 miles) 
wide, running parallel with, and sometimes 
hidden behind, the savage, bare cliffs that 
overlook the Jordan and the Dead Sea. Here 
rainfalls, in many areas, no sparser than on the 
Judaean hills: the actual amount depends 1. on 
the height of the land beyond the Jordan, with 
the higher hills attracting most rainfall, and 2. 
access for rain-bearing winds from the 
Mediterranean. Lower Galilee, for example, 
permits easy access for these winds and 


ensures adequate rainfall to the hills of Bashan 
'ying tothe 
ieland rises generally from N toS, 


attaining nearly 1,730 m (5,680 ft) Sof the Dead 
Sea. TheN plateai is lower (450-600 m, or 
1,500-2,000 ft), open, rolling and fertile, 
sufficiently soto have led the tribes of Reuben 
and Gad (Numbers 32; Joshua 1) toconclude 
that there was no advantage to be gained by 
crossing the Jordan into the Promised Land: 

they obtained permission from Moses and 
Joshua to settle on the E bank. 

This fertile belt E of the Jordan was densely 
settled and prosperous in biblical times. The 
modern Jordanian capital of Ammanis the 
former Rabbath Ammon, the ‘city of waters’ of 
2 Samuel 12:27, later to become one ofthe 

sous cities of the Decapolis. The 

Economy of thar varied het does 
with soif, rainfall and terrain. D. Baly (The 
Geography ofthe Bible, London, 1957) makesa 
fourfold division from N toS, as follows: the 
farmers of Bashan (growing wheat and barley); 
the highlanders of Gilead (practising some 
forestry, producing the famous balm, and 
rewing vines) the shepherds of Ammon and 

ib (2 Kings 3:4, “Mesha king of Moab wasa 
sheep breeder); and the traders of Edom, 
whose S mountains offered little support for 
stock or crops, and so drew them into 
commerce across the deserts to their Sand E. 

The settlements of the fertile edge were 
linked by the N-S line of the King’s Highway. 
This line, however, was interrupted every few 
tiles by the deep dissection of one of the 
Jordan's E bank tributaries cutting its way 
down from the plateau surface to the Rift 
Valley. In this way the area is sub-divided into 
‘identifiable sections ~ the plateau of Bashan, 
the wooded hills of Gilead and the mountains 
of Moab and Edom. Several of these names are 
recognizably those of kingdoms whose histor 
ioptpednoeety onthat of sacl. Theit 
situation on the heights above the Rift Valley 
‘meant that none of them was an easy object of 
attack from the W, and only rarely could Israel 
hope tosubdue Ammon, Moab or Edom. (For 
locations see page 87.) 
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Archaeological periods 
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The sites of most biblical cities are marked by 
mounds knowns tells (this being simply the 
Arabicterm fora ruin mound). The true nature 
ofthese tells, which area feature not only of 
Palestine but ofall Near Eastern lands, was not 
properly understood until 1890 when W.M 

linders Petrie began excavationsat Tell el-Hesi 
{probably the site of OT Eglon, but believed by 

fetrie tobe the site of Lachish). Previously, tells 
had been thought to be either natural 
formations, or, ifartficial, simply platforms for 
towns orstructures. AtTell el-Hesi, a stream 
bordering the mound had eroded part of it, 
‘exposing a section, so that even before 
excavation had begun Petrie could see that the 
mound consisted of numerous strata. Itbecame 
apparent that tell was actually the 
accumulated debris of a succession of ancient 
towns, 


Tells (ruin mounds) 


Tounderstand the composition of el tis 
necessary to understand the process ofits 
formation. In the Ancient Near East, the 
common building material (as today in many 
places) was sun-dried mud-brick. While stone 
‘was used for foundations and fora few of the 
larger buildings, most structures were of mud- 
brick, and asa consequence were easily 
destroyed by fires, floods, earthquakes or 
attacking armies, or simply collapsed through 
poormaintenance. If most orall of a town were 
tobe destroyed, the mud-brick of the ruins was 


notworth salvaging, so rebuilding would 
proceed by roughly leveling the ruins ofthe old 
uildings and erecting the new t 

them. Overa period of thousand. 

towns orcities could be rebuilt mar 

becoming large mounds 20-30 m (c. 66-99 ft) or 
more in height. The site of Hazor (Tell el-Qedah), 


Left: section through 
parte (nn 
mound). The last 
dng in use is 
represented by one wl 
(Av and a floor: the well 
parallel 0 A has been 
destroyed by erosion at 
the ge of he mound. & 
rubbish pit cuts through 
the debris ofan eater 
house beneath (walls BI, 
82), touching its flor. 
This house hasbeen built 
partially over the 
remains ofan older city 
‘eal. 


Far left: classification of. 
archaeological period, 
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Tells (ruin mounds) 
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‘Above: plan ofthe Irom Age Israelite city represented by 
‘Strata V-Il at Tel Beershebu (c, 950~¢. 700 #), 


forexample, isa tell of some2I strata, 
representing occupation from the 27th to the 
2nd centuries 1c 

Each stratum generally consists of not onl 
the remains of the buildings — floors of ha 
earth and the foundations of walls covered by 
the collapsed mud-brick superstructure—but 
also, sandwiched between the floorsand the 
remains of fallen walls and roofs, many of the 
everyday objects of the time. These might 
include tools and personal ornaments, but 
far the most common material will be broken 
pottery vessels. When these are excavated and 
related to the chronology of changing pottery 
styles worked out for the whole of Syria- 
Palestine, they provide valuable dating criteria 
forthe various strata. 

‘The methods of ell excavation employed by 
Petrie were erudein comparison with those in 


‘Aboce right: aerial view of excavations on the mound of 
Tel Beerseba. The maderm excietors' camp (top right) 
_gives some iden ofthe small size ofthe Iron Age city 
vogue today. Many refinements have been 
introduced during the intervening period by 
archaeologists such asG. Reisner (working at 
Samaria), W. F. Albright (at Tell Beit Mirsim), 
and Kathleen M. Kenyon (at Samaria and 
Jericho). Most refinements are aimed at more 
accurately distinguishing successive strata — 
by nomeansan easy task, since structures 
belonging to different strata can sometimes 
interlock in a confusing fashion. A trench fora 
foundation-wall, ora pit for the disposal of 
refuse, may have been cut into strata below that 
towhich belongs, and pottery fragments 
dropped into such cuttings will seem tobe out 
of context unless the various features are 
correctly related to their own strata. Great 
‘expertise is therefore required, not only in 
ing, butalso in interpreting whatis 
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te represented at most tells by more than one 
mld not be represented at 
occupation. 
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The Patriarchal period 


Possible routes for 
<Abralu’s journey from 
Ur to Canaan 
(Gn.11:31-1236). Of the 
to possible routes to 
Harran, the southern 
(shown by solid tine) is 
the more likely. I is 
pera ei rn 

n the prefer 
route from Haran to 
Damascus 


Abraham's movements 
fas described in Gr, 12:6- 
13. 


Born in Urin S Mesopotamia, Abraham 
travelled with a large family group to Harran 
in the NW (Gn.11:27-31), While most of the 
group settled there (= Paddan-aram in 28:2, 
etc.), Abraham obeyed God's call and moved 
‘on with his own family to Canaan (12:1-5), 
After a visit to Egypt to avoid famine 
(12:10-20), his nephew Lot's decision to settle 
near Sodom involved him in that city's war 
with Chedorlaomer and his allies (ch. 14). 
Abraham's (and Isaac’s) movements were 
thereafter focused in the 5: the Negeb, the 
district of Gerar and around Hebron (18:1; 
20:1-17; 21:22-34; 23:2-20; 24:62; 26:1-33), 


ii alain gio 
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The time of the Patriarchs 


= | 4 € to illustrate the 
SAS state, 
=e eel 
“or = known, 


iod covered by Gn.12-50 the 14:17-28), and Egypt (121020; 39-50), where 
not live ina cultural vacuum but Jacob and his sons eventual 
inlons vary as toa preciee dating forthe 
patriarchal age, Many writers have concluded 
That the Mi le Bronze Age fits in well with 
the details of the narratives, giving dates 
between ¢.2000 BC and c_1500 6C_ 
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Arebacvlogionl sites: Middle Bronze Age 
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During the Early Bronze (EB) period in 
Palestine, many settlements developed into 
fortified cities of considerable size, However, 
the EB III phase ended c.2350 nc with the 
destruction of these urban centres, and the 
culture of EB 1V-MB I was semi-nomadic, The 
Middle Bronze | (MB 1) period (c.2200-1950 Bc) 
was characterized by unwalled villages where 
Cccupation was often seasonal and only semi- 
sedentary. These agricultural settlements (too 
small and numerous to be featured on the 
adjacent map) occurred extensively in the 
central Negeb, stretching W along the biblical 
‘Way of Shur’. MBI may therefore provide the 
appropriate background to the sojgumings of 
Abraham and Isaac in this region (Gn,20.0 
24:62; 25:11) 

MB Il (c.1950-1550 nc) was very different in 
character. It witnessed the revival of large 
centres in the central hill-country, ¢.g. at 
Hebron, Bethel, Shech and Dothan. By the 
final phase ofthis period, MB Ie (1650/1600- 
1550 bc), this Canaanite culture haat reached its 
zenith, glarge, densely 

ni by monumental 


ll-preserved household artefacts 
from the MB tombs have shed light on daily 
life in this period. The elaborate defences were 
insufficient, however, to prevent the 
destruction of most of these major cities at the 
close of the MBA. 


Abore: a Middle Bronze Age pointed-base jug from Hazor 
(height c. 18em). 


Left: some important Middle Bronze Age excavate sites 
(©2200-1550 2c). 
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Moses and the Exodus 


MIDIAN 


Possible route of the 
Exodus and wilderness 
tuwnderings. Dotted 
lines indicnte 
alternatives (see text for 
details) 


Although Jacob and his sons settled in Egypt 
tinder a benevolent pharaoh (Gn.39-50), a later 


ruler pressed their descendants into hard 
slavery (Ex.1:8-14). When Moses was born, an 
edict ordering the death of all male Hebrew 


infants was in force, but the child was 
pears and raised in Egyptian court circles 


1:15-2:10), 

After killing an ‘whom he saw 
beating a Hebrew (2:11-15), Moses fled to 
Midian where he settled for many years. He 
returned to Egypt after receiving the call from 
God to lead his people out of slavery (3: 

Following the demonstration of God's 

er in the plagues (chs.7-12) the Israelites 
Finally left Egypt 430 years ater their ancestors 


settled there (12:40-41; on the date of the 


Exodus see p.38). They 


left Ra‘amses (in the 


modem district of Khata’na-Qantir) travelling 
SE to Succoth (12:37). Beyond Succoth the 
details of the route are debated. Itis stated 
itly (13:17-18) that the Israelites did not 
the direct coastal route from Egypt to 
Canaan ('the way of the land of the 


Philistines’), a 


this could be taken to imply 
that after leaving Succoth they 
moving towards the SE. Although 


continued 
142and9 


details of where the Israelites 


give precise 
encamped by the 
Sree tie etn 


am siip ‘sea of reeds’), they 


ting the place becatise 


be eas and Baal-zephon can each be identified 
with more than one site near Egypt's E border. 
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Moses and the Exodus 


“The threshold ofthe 
promised land. The 
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from the foothills of 
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The term yam siip was applied to both gulfs of 
the Red Sea (cf. Nu.33:10-11; 1 Ki.9:26) and by 
8 logical extension to the marshy Bitter Lakes 
region N of the Gulf of Suez. The miraculous 
crossing of the sea (Ex.14:1-15:21) probably 
took place at one of the marshy lagoons in this 
latter region, somewhere between modern 
Ismailia and Suez. In view of the changes 
which have taken place in the topography of 
this whole area since ancient times, and the 
uncertainty surrounding the biblical place: 
names, it is impossible to be more precise. 

A possible alternative interpretation of the 
details is that proposed by W. F, Albright. In 
this, the expression ‘turn back’ in 14:2 1s taken 
to indicate a northward march from Succoth to 
Baal-zephon and the yam siip becomes aS 
extension of Lake Menzaleh. Albright then 
assumes another turn S, and so his 
interpretation does not (like those of some 
other scholars) run contrary to 13:17 

The Israelites moved on into the wildemess of 
Shur, E of Egypt (15:22). There is consiclerable 
uncertainty surrounding the location of the 
various stopping. places listed between there and 
Mt Sinai/Horeb (15:23-16:1;. 17:1; 19:1-2: of 

1.33:8-15). Even the location of Mt Sinai itselfis 
not conclusively established. Although the 
‘mount of lawgiving is traditionally associated 
with the S Sinai peninsula (where three peaks 
vie for the title) that tradition cannot be traced 
back before the second century aD. While some 
scholars favour Jebel Helal in N Sinai, yet others 
suggest an unspecified peak E of the Gull of 
AAgabah (onthe basis of 2:15, 31; of DU332; 
Jdg. 54-5; Hab.3:3), 

‘iter the receiving ofthe law and the 
making of the covenant at Mt Sinai, the people 
moved on by stages to Kadesh-barnea (Ain 
Qudeirat) in the wilderness of Paran, S of 


Canaan (Nu.13:26; of. Nu.20:1; 3 
place Kadesh in the wilderness of 
Eoundaries of desert regions were doublless 
ill-defined). Again, the locations of the 
stopping places enroute are uncertain, and it 
is debatable how the two itineraries listing 
them (Nu. 10:33-11:3,34-35; 12:16; of. 33:16ff.) 
should be interpreted and harmonized 

From Kadesh, Canaan should have been 
penetrated directly from the §, but the 
disobedience of the Israelites led to them 
wandering fora further forty years in the 
wilderness (Nu.13:17-14:45). Near the end of 
this period Aaron died at Mi Hor (Nu.20:22- 
29; 33:37-39; ¢f. Dt.10:6 which names the 

ace as Moserah, presumably a more precise 
locality within the mountainous region 
referred to.as Mt Hor). The exact location of 
this is unknown, but it was evidently not far 
from Kadesh. 

There is an apparent contradiction between 
Dt.2:14, which places the departure from 
Kadesh near the beginning of the forty years of 
wandering, and Nu.33:37-38, where the death 
of Aaron at Mt Hor (the first stopping-place 
after Kadesh) is dated to the fortieth year. The 
solution is probably that Kadesh was a base to 
which Israel returned a number of times 
during that forty-year period. 

Uncertainty also surrounds the route by 
which the Ismclites then travelled through 
Transjordan to the plains of Moab (cf 

2th 10-20; 22-6, 33:41-49, Dt21-3:29, 
Jdg.11:15-18), After victorious clashes with 
Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of 
Bashan (Nu.21:21-35), Israel encamped 
‘opposite Jericho (Nu.25:1; 33:48.) on the 
threshold of the promised land. There Moses 
died and was buried (Dt.34) 
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The Conquest and settlement under Joshua 


% Site of major battle.) Regions conquered and 
ct Jos.8:10-23; 10:6-14; 11:7-8), seiled bythe Isalits 
2% under Joshua. 
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The Conquest and settlement under Joshua 


Aerial view of Tell es- 
Sultan, OT Jericho, 


Ey 


Although there were some initial skirmishes 
with the Canaanites during Israel's 
wanderings to the S of Canaan (Nu. 14:40-45; 
21:1-3), the major Israelite offensive began 
from Shittim, in the plains of Moab opposite 
Jericho. From there, after succeeding Moses as 
leader of the people, Joshua sent spies across 
the Jordan to reconnoitre Jericho, the first 
fortress-city to be encountered by the Israelites 
on their W march (Jos.2). After the whole 
nation had crossed the Jordan, Joshua 
established a camp at Gilgal, where the 
Practice of circumcision was renewed anda 
ssover celebrated (Jos.5). Gilgal was the base 
from which Joshua conducted all his 
campaigns in the S half of Canaan (9:6; 
10:6-9,15,43). 

‘The target of the first of these was Jericho, 
The city stood in the plain near the Jordan, and 
for Israel to press on into the highlands with a 
strong Canaanite fortress in their rear would 
have been military folly. Aftera week of 
ceremonial ‘siege’ the city’s walls collapsed, 
Garstang's suggestion that a providentil 
timed earthquake brought this about is stil 
valid, though his interpretation of the 
archaeology of the site is not. After its collapse, 
the city was razed to the ground (6:24). 

After Jericho, Joshua led the Israelites up 
into the central hill-country, where Ai was also 
taken and burned (7-8). Ai is conventionally 
identified with the mound at Et-Tell, though 
the archaeological evidence there does not 
accord with the biblical narrative (see p.38). 
Since Bethel lay close by Ai, it may have been 
at this time that Bethel too was conquered 
Gos 12:16; Ig. 1:22-25). 

After the fall of Ai, Joshua took the people N 
to Mt Ebal, near Shechem, where, in 
conformity with the instructions of Moses 
(Dt.27), he built an altar to God and led the 
people a renewal ofthe covenant made at 

t Sinai (Jos.8:30-35). 

To save their city from the fate suffered 
Jericho and Ai, the people of Gibeon trick: 


the Israelites into making a treaty of peace 
(Jos.9). Gibeon lay only some 10 km (c. 6 miles) 
Nof Jerusalem, and the king of Jerusalem, 
alarmed by its treaty with the Israelites, 
attacked Gibeon with the support of four other 
southem cities: Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and 
Eglon. lsrae’s treaty withthe Gibeonites 
liged Joshua to come to their aid, and thus 
Israel was swept into war with the coalition of 
five kings. During the miraculous long day’ of 
Joshua 10, the coalition was routed at Beth- 
horon, and the five kings were later killed at 
Makkedah (location uncertain), The cities of 
Lachish, Egon and Hebron were conquered in 
Joshua's subsequent campaign, along with 
Makkedah, Libnah and Hebron (10:28-39). 
With these victories, and the earlier 
skirmishes in the S, Joshua controlled the 
‘central hill-country as far Nas Gibeon, and the 
Negeb to the Sas far as Kadesh-barnea (10:41). 
Joshua's troops next faced a coalition of 
several N kings under the leadership of Jabin 
king of Hazor, the largest city in Canaan 
during the Middle and Late Bronze Ages. 
Attacking the coalition suddenly at the Waters 
‘of Merom, Joshua's troops were once again 
victorious. Hazor itself was burned, an 
though its vassal-cities were spared this fate 
their kings were put to death (11:10-13). 
Although the most important victories had 
been won, further battles occupied Joshua for 
a considerable time (11:18), Even when the 
land was allocated to the various tribes for 
settlement, large areas still remained 
tunconquered (131-7). Notal the tribes 
completed the conquest of the territory allotted 
to them, and Judges 1:27-36 records that some 
settled thes territory only by living alongside 
the Canaanites. The land allotted to Israel 
included the areas E of the Jordan which had 
been conquered earlier under Moses’ 
leadership (Nu.21:21-35). During the period 
when territories were being allotied to the 
tribes the Tabernacle was moved from Gilgal 
). 


toa more central location at Shiloh (Jos.18: 
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The Judges 
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‘Major inoasions and battles ofthe Judges period. 
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>! Vietory atthe fords of the Jordan (dg, 2:28-29), 
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AL. Mosbite invasion (4d9.3:12-14. 
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Ammonite penetrations into Ephraim, Benjamin 
=e and Judan fag 10:9), , 


Le Philistine raid into Judah (cdg, 18:9 


‘The period of the judges spanned the time 
between Joshua's death and Samuel. Most 
scholars would date the period c. 1220-1050 nc, 
but an earlier date for the Exodus and 
Conquest (see pp.38-39) would push back the 
start of the period to c.1400 c. 

The book of Judges opens with an account of 
various attempts by individual tribes to 
conquer their allotted territories — some 
‘successful, some dismal failures. The 
successful conquests of Hebron (1:10), Debir 
(1:11-15) and Zephath-Hormah (1:17) seem to. 
duplicate earlier events (Jos. 10:36-39; of 
Nu.21:3). It may be that these towns revived as 
Canaanite centres and had to be captured a 
second time, or we may simply have here a 
retelling ofthe same events, (Phe attribution of 
the conquest of Hebron and Debir to Joshua in 
Joshua 10, rather than to the men of Judah and 
Caleb is not a serious discrepancy; es the way a 
victory by Jonathan is attributed to Saul, his 
superior, in 1 Sa.13:3-4.) On this reading of 
Judges 1, the words ‘after the death of Joshua’ 
in 1:1 must be understood as a general heading 
to the whole book, the events of chapter 1 
occurring before Joshua's death, which is 
recounted in 2:6-9. 

The failures recorded in Judges 1 were more 
significant for the subsequent history than the 
successes. The fact that Canaanites remained 
in several areas (especially in the N) meant that 
the Isracites settled alongside them (f.1:29- 
33), and this led to many Israelites deserting 
the worship of God for the worship of the gods 
of Canaan. God punished this infidelity by 
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handing the tribes over to various enemies. 
‘When Israel turned to God for help, he raised 
uupa leader (judge’ or ‘governor) who 
delivered them. This pattern was repeated 
with depressing monotony. 
Cushan-Rishathaim, king of Aram- 

‘Naharaim (i.e. NW Mesopotamia) extended 
his rule to Palestine and oppressed the 
Israelites for eight years. The deliverer on this 
‘occasion was Othriiel, who had earlier 
acquired Debir (3:7-11; of. 1:11-13). 

srael's next oppressor was Egion, king of 
Moab, who crossed the Jordan along wit 
bands of Ammonites and Amalekites and 
established a base at Jericho (‘city of palms’, 
3:13), From there he dominated the Israelites, 


by Jabin, “king of Canaan, w' 

lazor’, a namesake (descendant?) of the king 
defeated by Joshua. On the initiative of the 
prophetess Deborah Barak gathered troops 

Zebulun and Naphtali on Mt Tabor and 

marched from there to a place near Taanach by 
the river Kishon (4:13; ‘the waters of Megiddo’, 
5:19). There he engaged the troops of Jabin, led 
by Sisera his commander. The river seems to 
have been running high (6:21), and may have 
made the adjacent plain too soft for Sisera’s 
900 chariots to be effective there. Barak's 
victory led eventually to the fall of Jabin (4:24), 
Thelistof tribes and districts which were 
expected to support Barak (5:14-18) suggests 
that Jabin’s oppression affected only the N half 
of the country; the important tribe of Judah is 
not mentioned. 

Israel's next oppressors were the Midianites, 
whose periodic invasions along with 
Amalekites and other people ofthe eat, 
made life intolerable. This was not an 
organized domination but a series of 
plundering raids by nomadic groups. The 

idianite homeland lay Eof the Gull of 
‘Agabah, while the Amalekites inhabited parts 
of the Sinai peninsula and $ Canaan. Their 
intl raids were in the S (6) but 
subsequently they moved N throu, 
‘Transjordan from where they invaded the 
fertile Valley of Jezreel. It was against this 
invasion that Gideon led Israelite forces, and 
hence twa once again to the N tribes that the 

lying-cry was given (6:35; 7:23). Following 
fan initial victory at the Midianite camp, 
Gideon called upon the men of Ephraim to 
bblock the way of escape at the Jordan (7-24) 
‘However, two Midianite chieftains esca 
with a considerable force. Gideon and his men. 
therefore carried their assault into 


Transjordan, and eventually routed the enemy 
completely (7:24-8:21). 

The next period of oppression to be 
described is that of the F districts by the 
Ammonites, but 10:7 implies that it actually 
coincided with the Philistine oppression in the 
W, recounted in chapter 13. Other periods of 
oppression may also have been contemporary 
rather than consecutive, which makes the 
overall chronology of the period somewhat 
flexible and dependent ultimately on the date 
adopted for the Exodus and Conquest. 

‘Ammonite oppression chiefly affected 
the Israelites settled E ofthe Jordan in Gilead, 
but there were also attacks on Judah, Ephraim 
and Benjamin (10:8-9). The deliverer was a 
Gileadite, Jephthah, appointed commander 
the elders of Gilead at Mizpah. He devastat 
the Ammonites as far Sas Aroer (11:33). This 
was not the end of Gilead’s troubles, however, 
for the men of Ephraim, offended that they 
were not allowed a share in the victory, 
crossed the Jordan to attack the Gileadites. 
Once gain Jephthah’s forces proved superior 
and 42,000 Ephraimites died in the pointless 
war (12:6). 

‘The Philistine oppression referred to in 10:7 

rovides the context for the life of Samson. 
imson was from the tribe of Dan, which had 
already sufere from Amorite pressure (1:3), 
‘The migration of part of this tribe to the N 
(ch.18) may have already happened before the 
time of Samson. 

The Philistines settled on the coastal plain 
¢.1200 scand soon dominated the W parts of 
Israel's territory. The area of Judah affected by 
Philistine rule seems to have accepted it (15:11) 
and even Samson did not regard them as, 
enemies untila petty quarel with them led to 
open aggression (chs. 14-16). His exploits were 
acts of personal revenge, and he never 
accomplished national deliverance. That was 
left to Samuel, Saul and David. 
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Archaeological sites: Late Bronze Age 
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‘The transition from the Middle to Late Bronze 
Age in Palestine was marked by the 
destruction of many important cities and the 
subsequent abandonment of some sites for 
most of LBI/LBII (c. 1400-1200 sc) saw the final 
flourish of Canaanite culture before it was in 
turn destroyed and replaced by that of Iron 
Agel. 

‘Among the LB towns destroyed at the end of 
the period are some listed among Israel's 
convents : Lachish (Tell ed-Duweir), Eglon 
(Tell el-Hesi), Debir (Tell Beit Mirsim) and 
Hazor. Many scholars have therefore 
interpreted these destructions as the 
archaeological evidence or Israel's entry into 
Eee ting the vee peel ree 
relatively poor fron Age I culture wl 
followed fae therefore been labelled ‘sracite’ 
This interpretation places the Exodus ¢,1270/60 
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This dating and interpretation of the 
Conquest, however, is not without difficulties, 
At the sites of other cities captured and 
destroyed by the Israelites, there is no 
evidence of occupation at the end of LB IL, This 
is true at Jericho, Ai (if identified with Et-Tell) 
and Arad (whether Tel Malhata or Tel Arad), 
This may not be an insuperable problem 
however, since evidence of occupation a 
particular period can sometimes be erod 
way of simply not found inthe limited 
‘excavations which time and money allow at 
most sites. On the other hand, the 
destructions mentioned above have to be seen 
in the context of others which were occurring 
in the same general period. The decades 
around 1200 0c were a time of widespread 
disturbance and change which affected cities 
not conquered by the Iralites. Eg. Jaffaand 
Aphek were both destroyed c,1240/30 ac; Tell 
Deir ‘Alla in Transjordan was destroyed c.1200 
8; Tell hera (Ziklag?) was destroyed c:1175 
fc Itappears from the latest evidence that 
Lachish was also destroyed c.1175 nc rather 
than 123020 sc Egyptian campaigns and an 
influx of Sea Peoples (including the 
Philistines), which are known to have occurred 
in this period, may account for the 
destructions which ended the LB culture 
‘without associating those destructions with 
the arrival of the Israelites. In the absence of 
stronger evidence for Israel's involvement in 
the final LB destructions, the view that they 
mark Joshua's conquest must remain only a 
hypothesis. 
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An alternative view is possible, which rests 
om an earlier date for the Exodus and 
Conquest. Judges 11:26 and 1 Kings 6:1 imply a 
date for the Exodus in the mid-15th cent. nc, 


‘Some important Late Bronze Age excavate sites 
(©1550-1200 wc) 
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and thus a conquest some forty years later, 
towards the end of that century: On the 
present dating of the various phases of the 
Late Bronze Age there is no wave of 
destructions at that time (i.e. shortly before 
1400 uc) which could signify the Israelite 
invasion. However, itis arguable that the 
destructions which ended the Middle Bronze 
‘Age can be redated from the currently 
accepted date of c.1550 ac to this later time 
(proportionally shortening the LBA). This 
would provide satisfactory archaeological 
evidence for occupation and destruction of all 
the identifiable cities listed in the Conquest 


narratives, with the e mn of Aili this is 
identified with Et-Tell. At Et-Tell there is 
evidence of neither MB nor LB occupation, 
Again there is the possibility that evidence has 
been destroyed or missed, but in this case itis 
also possible that Ai is to be located elsewhere. 
(On this latter view the LB culture must be 
seen not only as that of the Canaanites but also 
in some measure that of the Israelites. In view 
of the way many Israelites settled among the 
Canaanites and adopted their religious 
practices (of Jdg. 1:27-33), itis feasible to 
assume that much of the material culture of 
Canaan was also adopted by the Israelites. 
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David the military leader 

David had already made his mark as a military 
leader during the reign of Saul, scoring 
repeated victories over the Philistines 
(18a.18:12-16, 24-27,30; 23:1-5). However, 
because of Saui’s jealousy, David later fled to 
Philistine territory himself and served Achish, 
king of Gath, asa mercenary. His campaigns 
during this time were nevertheless directed 
against the enemies of Israel, notably the 
‘Amalekites (27:8; 30:1-20). 


The capture of Jerusalem 

After Saul’s death in battle against the 
Philistines, the kingdom was torn by civil war; 
David became king over Judah in Hebron, 
while Saul's son Ish-bosheth ruled over the N 
tribes from Mahanaim in Gilead (2 Sa.2:1-10). 
‘There was war between the two factions until 
Ish-bosheth was assassinated (ch.4), after 
the elders of the N tribes anointed 

David as their king (5:1-3). With the whole of 
Saul’s former kingdom under his control, 
David captured Jerusalem from the Jebusites, 
creating there a new, strategically situated 
‘capital (5:6-10). David subsequently installed 
the ark there, thus making Jerusalem the 
religious centre as well (6:1-19). 


‘The independent kingdom 

David had become king of Judah as a Philistine 
vassal, but his new status as king of Israel, 
amounted to a declaration of independence for 
the whole kingdom, and involved him 
immediately in war with the Philistines. David 
defeated them in the Valley of Rephaim 
(6:17-25), and subsequently subdued them 
altogether (8:1). 


Wider conquests 
‘To the E, David made the Moabites tribute- 
paying subjects (8:2) and conquered Edom 
with great brutality, establishing garrisons 
there (8:13-14; of. 1Ki.11:15-16), To the N, the 
‘Aramaean kingdoms of Zobah and Damascus 
Were brought under his control (8:3-8), though 
Zobah and its vassal-states later rebelled, 
Joining Ammon in an alliance against David. 
\ey were defeated, however, at Helam in 
Transjordan (10:6-19) and the Ammonite 
capital Rabbah was later captured (12.2631). 


Alliances 
Atan early stage David had the friendship of 
Hiram, king of the Phoenician city of Tyre 


(5:0) and after his defeat of Hadadezer of 
‘obah, King Toi (or Tou) of Hamath, who had 
himself been at war with Hadadezer, made an 
alliance with David (8:9-10), 


Wars of David's reign. 
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Asa result of his military and diplomatic 
successes, David transformed a small 
kingdom, threatened by its various 
neighbours, into an empire which stretched 
from the Gui of Agabah and the border of 
Egyptin the Sto the Upper Euphrates in the 

His kingdom now had access to important 
trade-routes and thus its economic as well as 
its military security was ensured for as long as 
the empire held together. It was this promising 
state of affairs which David bequeathed to his 
son Solomon (¢f. 1 Ki.4:21,24-25). 
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Solomon's Kingdom: administrative districts 


‘The wisdom which Solomon requested from 
God at the beginning of his reign (1 Ki.3:4-14) 
‘was an apt choice, since the task facing him 
‘was a daunting one. The tribal confedera 
which had existed from the time of the judges 
needed to be transformed if Israel was to 
maintain its empire. The new situation 
brought about by David required stron; 
centralized government to Sustain it and this 
Solomon determined to develop by 
administrative reform. 

eee better administration of the 
Kingdoms revenue, Solomon reorganized 
Israel into twelve tax districts which effectivel 
replaced the traditional tribal boundaries 


(1Ki.4:7-19). Whether Judah comprised a 
thirteenth district in this system (¢f. 4:19 in Rsv; 
‘compare NIV, NEB, etc.) or was itself divided into 
a further twelve districts (a scheme which 
some see reflected in Jos. 15:20-62) is debatable. 
What is explicit is that the twelve tax districts 
of Israel (as distinct from Judah) were 
responsible for providing for the royal court, 

Supplying food for one month ofthe year 
(4:7,27-28). The court's requirements for one 
day, as listed in 4:22-23, imply that this was a 
very burdensome obligation. If Judah was 
exempt from it, this may have contributed to 
the bitterness which eventually led to Israel's 
rebellion. 
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On his accession to the throne, Solomon 
inherited a particularly favourable situation: 
international contacts, economic prosperity 
and freedom from war. In particular, the 
empire created by David occupied a significant 
position between Egypt and Asia, embracing 
‘major N-S trade routes. 

1us Solomon was able to monopolize the 
trade in horses and chariots between the 
Hittites, the Aramaeans and Egypt (1 Ki. 
10:28-29); he was also in a position to demand 
revenue from the countries of Arabia whose 
trade in gold, precious stones and spic 
would not have survived without Solomon’s 
co-operation (10:15; ¢f the Queen of Sheba’s 

0:10). 


From Ezion-geber, Solomon’s fleet made 


to Ophir (perhaps an Arabian localit 
orp NE Alen bmg uh 


is stones 
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wood (a type of hardwood), 
and great quantities of yold (0:26:28 
Solomon's ‘ships of Tarshish’ may 
the same Red Sea fleet, or they may have been 
second fleet operating from a Mediterranean 
port. Their destination i not named, but thelr 
three-year voyages brought back gold, silver, 
ivory and exotic animals, 

though it was in some respects a golden 
age, for many of his subjects Solomon's rule 
was: ive. The wealth was centralized 

up by the lavish court, Ambitious 

buildin; i (9:15-19) demanded more 
labour than could be raised from subje 

0 that the policy (9:22) of not using: 
in the corvée (system of conscripted 
labour) was abandoned to meet requirements 
(cf. 11:28; 12:4). Conditions for many Israelites 
Were harsh enough to cause the secession of 
Israel from Judah on Solomon's death (ch.12). 
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In the fifth year of Rehoboam’s reign (c. 926 8c) 
his kingdom, already weakened by the 
secession of Israel and war with Jeroboam 
(g, 1Ki 1430, suffered a severe blow, 

hishak king of Egypt’ invaded Judah, 
‘capturing its fortified cities and forcing the 

ission of Jerusalem. The treasures of 

Solomon's Temple and the royal palace were 
‘carried away as tribute as recorded in 
1Ki.14:25-26 and 2 Ch.12:1-9, 


Reconstruction from reliefs 
‘The brief biblical accounts of this event can be 
supplemented by the pharaoh’s own reliefs 
‘commemorating his achievement, Shosheng | 
(¢.945-924 bc), the founder of Egypt's Libyan 
22nd Dynasty, left a relief-scene at the temple 
‘of Amun in Thebes, in which are listed the 
many towns which he captured in Palestine, 
Because the reliefs are damaged the list cannot 
be read in its entirety; nevertheless it provides 
sufficient information for the scope and course 
ofthe campaign tobe reconstructed in some 
letail. 


Assault on Judah 
From Gaza Shosheng sent a task-force into the 
Negeb and S Judah while the main army 
continued NE to the Shephelah, beginning its 
assault on Judah's fortified towns. The account 
in2 Chronicles tells us that Rehoboam and the 
“princes of Judah’, who were assembled in 
Jerusalem because ofthe crisis, were urged by 
the prophet Shemaiah to submit. Thus when 
the pharaoh came to Jerusalem it was not to 
besiege it but merely to take away its treasures 
as booty (2 Ch.12:5-9). Surprisingly enough, 
Jerusalem does not feature in Shosheng's list. 


Attack on Israel 

Although the biblical accounts refer only to an 
invasion of Judah, itis evident from 
Shosheng's list, and from a fragment of an 
inscription found at Megiddo, that the 
Egyptian army next swept through Israel as 
well. This points to a change in the previously 
friendly relations between Shosheng and 
Jeroboam, who had found asylum at the 
Pharaoh's court when fleing from Solomon 
(1Ki.11:40). 

While pressing N to Megiddo with the main 
army Shosheng dispatched a task-force into 
gaa, rhaps because Jeroboam had 
fled there to Penuel (of. 1Ki.12:25). After 
further operations from Megiddo, where a 
commemorative inscription was set up, the 
army returned to Egypt by way of the coast 
road. 


Shosheng’s purpose had been limited and 
definite: to gain political and commercial 
security by subduing his immediate 
neighbour. 


‘The Moabite Stone (or Mesha Stela) was found 
at Dhiban (biblical Dibon) in 1868, when the 
Revd F. Klein, a German missionary, was 
shown the stone by an Arab sheikh. It was 
about 344 ft (c.1.1m) high, 2 ft (¢.0.6m) broad 
and 2 ft (¢.0.6m) thick, with a rounded top, 
and contained thirty-four lines of writing. 
Klein copied a few words of the inscription 
and showed them to the German consul, who 
negotiated to obtain the stone for the Berlin 
Museum. At the same time, C. S. Clermont- 
Ganneau tried to obtain it for the Louvre. 
Sensing its value, the local Arabs broke the 
stone into several pieces, hoping to make more 
profit from the fragments. Clermont-Ganneau 
eventually traced twenty of the fragments and 
reconstructed the stone in the Louvre. Only 
about two-thirds of the inscription was 
recovered, but fortunately Clermont-Ganneau 
had had a ‘squeeze’ made of the whole before 
it was broken. Although imperfect, this made 
it possible to reconstruct the bulk of the text. 
The British Museum has a copy of the restored 
stone. 

The first seven lines read: 


I(am) Mesha, son of Chemosh-{... |, 
king of Moab, the Dibonite—my father 
(had) reigned over Moab thirty years, 
and I reigned after my father,—{who) 
made this high place for Chemosh in 
Qarhoh [... Pbecuase he saved me from 
all the kings and caused me to triumph 
over all my adversaries. As for Omri, (5) 
king of Israel, he humbled Moab many 
years (lt., days), for Chemosh was angry 
at his land. And his son followed him 
and he also said, ‘I will humble Moab.’ In 
my time he spoke (thus), but |have 
triumphed over him and over his house, 
while Israel hath perished for ever! 
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The Moabite Stone 


‘The inscription isa valuable complement to 
the biblical information on the reigns of Omri 
and Ahab. In language closely akin to Hebrew, 
it commemorates the successful revolt of 
Mesha, king of Moab, against Israel. The revolt 
is recorded in the OT (2Ki.1:1; 3:4-27), but the 
stone provides a great deal of additional 
information. 
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Places in Moab named 
‘nthe Moabite Stone 
(Mesha inscription) 


The first eight lines of 
the Maabite Stone 
inscription. The word 
‘Israel’ has been high 
lighted 
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The Moabite Stone 


‘The inscription appears to clash with the inhabitants being devoted to the deity Ashtar- 
biblical account in claiming that Mesha broke Chemosh (i.e. destroyed, cf. the Hebrew 

free from Israel during Ahab’s reign, not after __ practice of hérem, devoting people and things 
his death asin 2Kings 1:1. Itmay be that Ahab {0 God by destruction, e.g Jos.6:17). Mesha 
lost effective control of Moab while then relates how he (rebuilt the towns of 
preoccupied with fighting the Aramaeans, and _Baal-meon, Kiriathaim, Aroer, Beth-bamoth, 
that Mesha reckoned Moab’s independence Bezer, Medeba, Beth-diblathaim and Beth- 
from then; the biblical writer, however, does 

not regard Moab as free until after the attempt 
by Ahab’s son Joram to regain control had 


baal-meon. He also built Qarhoh, apparently a 
name for the royal citadel of Dibon. Here he 


built a high place to his god Chemosh in 
failed. gratitude for his victory, and equipped the 
town with reservoirs and a water-channel cut 
by Israelite slave-labour. 

The events recorded on the stone must have 
occurred between 860 and 840 Bc, and the 
stone was probably set up in Dibon soon after. 


The Moabite version is valuable in revealing 
(among other things) that Omri subdued 
Moab. David had done so earlier (2Sa.8:2) but 
control was lost when the kingdom divided 
The stone goes on to record how Ataroth, 
Jahaz and Nebo were captured, their Israelite 


The Moabite Stone 
reconstructed. 
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Elijah and Elisha 


peace ee 
9 ets Eli 
and Elisha, ie, the 
period c, 870-790 wethe 
reigns of Ahab, Ahsziah, 
Joram, Jehu, Jehoahaz 
‘an Joash in Israel, and 
of ebshapat, Joram, 
ziah, Athaliah, 
Tosh and Amazin 
Judah). During this 
perio bth ea en 
clashed repeately 
‘with the Syrians 
(Aramaeans) of 
‘Damascus (on this see 
‘further . 87). Also 
Israel lost control of 
‘Moab, while Judah lost 
Edom and the town of 
Litrah om the boner 
with Philista. 


Moab revolts bt rule by Israel. 
agai by ar 
alliance and Mesha of Moab; 2 Ki.3. 
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fsyael and Judah in the 
rigs of feratoam Hand 
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Jeroboam 

By the late ninth century ac, Israel's fortunes 
were low. The loss of Moab c. 850 8c was 
followed by the loss of Israel's remaining 
Transjordan territories; Gilead and Bashan 
were taken from Jehu (, #24-815 8c) by, 
Hazael, king of Damascus (2 Ki.10:32- 
Subsequent campaigns by Hazael and his son 
Ben-Hadad (I orf) threatened Israel's very 
existence as an independent state (2 Ki.13:1-7) 
A change in Israel's fortunes came with 
J(eh)oash (c. 801-786 8c) and his son and co- 
regent Jeroboam I. 793,753 x), 

‘ollowing up hs father’s victories over 
Ben-Hadad (2 Ki, 13:25), Jeroboam brought the 
Aramaean kingdom of Damascus under 
Israel's dominion (14:28) and restored to Israel 
its lost Transjordan territories as far S as the 
Dead Sea (14:25). 


Uzziah 

Largely contemporary with Jeroboam Il, an 
equally illustrious king reigned in Judah, 
Uzziah (or Azariah). His Aty-two-year reign 
(©. 791/90-740/39 nc) began and ended witha 
co-regency (c. 791/90-767 ac with his father 
Amaziah; c. 750-740/39 sc with his son 
Jotham). 

In the middie of the previous century, Edom 
and Libnah had both successfully revolted 
from Judah's rule (2 22). Amaziah 
reconquered Edom (2Ch.25:11,14), thus 
restoring to Judah the port of Elath, which 
Uzziah rebuilt after becoming sole ruler 
(2Ki.14:22). Uzziah also campaigned against 
the Philistines, conquering Gath, Jabneh and 
Ashdod and establishing garrisori-towns in 
Philistine territory (2 Ch.26:6). His aim was 
probably to gain access to the coast directly W 
of Jerusalem. Libnah, which lay in the 
Shephelah near the Philistine border (exact 
location uncertain), was probably regained at 
this time. 


‘The extent of their power 
Arabs living in the 5 of Judah and the 
Meunites (probably an Edomite tribe) were 
also subdued and Ammon was forced to pay 
tribute (@ Ch,2678). Ue maintained @ 
and well-equipped standing army 

@Ch 26-11-15) and reforified Jerusalem (v.9). 
He also established forts in the Negeb, where 
he fostered agriculture on a new scale 
(2Ch.26:1 

‘The stability and prosperity created 
Jeroboam land Uztiah were short-ive 
however. Judah became a vassal of Assyria in 
733 8c, and in 722 Assyrian armies destroyed 
‘Samaria in fulfilment of the warnings given by 
‘Amos and Hosea (Hos.13:15-16; Am.6:47, 
13-14). 


Hezekiah 
Hezekiah (729-687 Bc, co-regent with Ahaz 
729-716/15 Bc) inherited from Ahaz a kingdom 
submissive to Assyria. Seeking an opportunity 
to throw off the Assyrian yoke, he 
strengthened Jerusalem’s fortif cations and 
dug the Siloam tunnel tosafeg. ard the water- 
supply in a time of siege (2 Ki. 20:20; 2Ch. 
32:1-8; Is.22:9-11). Support was sought from 
Egypt (2 Ki.18:21; of, Is.30), and Hezekiah also 
entertained envoys from a fellow-rebel against 
Assyria, Merodach-baladan, king of Babylon 
(2 Ki.20:12-19). 

Assyria’s king Sennacherib (705-681 nc) 
moved against his rebellious vassal in 701 8, 
the fourteenth year of Hezekiah’ sole rule 
{2K1.18:13), The Assyrian account records how 
he moved S through Phoenicia, receiving the 
submission of various cities. Further S, 
Sennacherib took Joppa, Asor, Bene-berak and 
Beth-dagon, towns which had allied 
themselves with the rebellious king of 
Ashkelon, who was sent into exile. 

Sennacherib then fought with combined 
Egyptlan and Ethiopian forces at Etekeh and 
deleated them. Ekron, whose citizens had 
called for the Egyptians and Ethiopians to help 
them, was then captured and the rebels 
‘executed. Timnah was also conquered. Thus 
Sennacherib arrived at the W border of Judah. 


Isaiah's version 

Isaiah 10:28-32 depicts a different line of 
advance, bringing the Assyrians to Jerusalem 
from the N. Either this relates to a task-force 
Which took a different route from the main 
army, or itis not a factual description at all, but 
merely an imaginative evocation, uttered 
before the actual advance, of the mounting 
panic the attack would bring. 


Sennacherib’s claims 

Sennacherib records that in his invasion of 
Judah he took forty-six walled towns with their 
villages (cf. 2 Ki. 18:13). The conquest of 
Lachish (2 Ch.32:9) was depicted in a series of 
reliefs in Sennacherib’s SW palace at Nineveh. 
Ttwas while this siege was in progress that 
Hezeldah capitulated and offered tribute 
(2Ki.18:14-16). 

While some scholars refer the remainder of 
the biblical account, which relates the 
besieging of Jerusalem and the city’s 
miraculous deliverance (2 Ki. 19-35-36), toa 
hypothetical second campaign by 
Sennacherib, the evidence does not justify this 
view. The catastrophic outcome of 
Sennacherib’s campaign was naturally 
suppressed in the Assyrian account, which 
ends instead on a victorious note, listing the 
tribute received in Nineveh. 
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‘The campaign of 
Sennacherib against 
Judah in 701, 
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Josiah 
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inst the Babylonians 
‘at Harran, Josiah 
him but toa 
led in battle at 


flon 
(605 ac seep. S1f). 
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‘Whatever the cause of the destructions which 
marked the Late Bronze (LB) Iron Age (IA) 


transition (see pp.38-9), itis evident that the 
decades around 1200 8c were a time of change 
in Palestine. There was a marked decline in 
‘material culture. Although many 
archaeologists have labelled the culture of Iron | 
as ‘Israelite’, itis worth remembering that this 
attribution stems purely from the assumption 
that the Hebrew tribes were entering the land 
at this period. In fact the culture of Iron I, 
although relatively impoverished, shows 
continuity with that of LB in many res 
and does not generally point to the arrival of 
nevicomers in Palestine. (An exception isthe 
ilistine which appears on the coastal 
plain a ts tine, reflecting the influence of 
Aegean and Cypriote styles. On the Philistines 
see p.88.) Even the ‘collared rim’ jars which W. 
F. Albright helieved to be characteristic of the 
Israelites can no longer be linked with them in 
any restricted fashion, since examples have 


been found in pre-Israelite Megiddo and at 
Sahab, in the territory of the Ammonites. 
Decline in material culture, however, was 
not the only change to characterize the 
beginning of the IA. Although iron had been 
in use toa limited degree during the Bronze 
Age (BA), it now began to replace bronze in 
the manufacture of tools and weapons. Also, 
plastered (and therefore non-porous) cisterns 
‘came into use, making water-storage more 
viable. These two developments together 
made possible the growth of settlements in 
new areas, since forests in the hill-count 
could be cleared with the new tools, and 
cisterns made settlements feasible away from 
Permanent water supplies suchas springs. 
probably explains the development of 
numerous villages in areas which had been 
‘occupi or not atall during LB, ¢. 
nike cena aitounty, lower Galilee ani 
the Negeb. These settlements include 
important OT towns such as Ramah, Shiloh, 


Archaeological sites: Iron Age 


S Palestine: some 
‘important Iron Age 
‘exaavated sites 

(c. 1200-¢, 720 ac). 
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Archaeological sites: Iron Age 


1N Palestine: some 
important Iron Age 
excavated sites 

€, 1200-¢, 720 0c). 


Gaba and Mizpah (Tell en-Nasbeh). 
The Iron villages were mostly small and 
unwalled, but in Iron Il (c. 1000-800 8c) well- 
planned fortified towns appeared. While no 
remains can yet be positively identified as 
Davidic, strata at Megiddo, Hazor and Gezer 
have been attributed to Solomon with a fair 
degree of confidence since 1 Kings 9:15 speaks 
of Solomon's rebuilding these three towns. 
‘Two Solomonic palaces at Megiddo are the 
earliest examples of a ‘royal’ style of Israelite 
architecture which continued throughout the 
monarchy: monumental buildings of fine ashlar 
masonry, adorned with Proto-Acolic stone 
capitals, Solomon may also have been respon- 
sible for a network of small forts in the Ne 
between Arad and Kadesh-barnea (both of 
which were sites of much larger IA fortresses). 
Settlements in the [A became ey 
dense, in Judah during Iron. 
(€. 800-587 ac). Sites are then both more 
numerous and more crowded. There was 


ticated urban planning to maximize the 
tuse of space (see the plan of Beersheba on 
.26). The two major preoccupations of the age 
were agriculture and defence. Irrigation 
projects brought cultivation to the Negeb, and 
royal granaries have been discovered at 
Beersheba, Lachish, Hazor and Megiddo. 
Hazor, Gibeon and Jerusalem possessed 
impressive water-supply systems. Forts were 
built at many locations in the Judaean 
wilderness (of. 2Ch.26:10; 27:4). 

The end of the period is marked by 
destruction at most Judaean sites, resulting 
from the Babylonian invasions of 597 and 
589-87 ac. A few sites were resettled after a 
short break following these catastrophes, but 
‘most were not reoccupied until the return from 
exile, and some were abandoned permanently. 
Archaeology thus confirms the impression. 
given by the OT (cf. 2 Ki. 25:12; Je. 39-40) that 
‘occupation in Judah was relatively sparse 
during the exile, 
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Nehemiah 


‘The major settlements of Judah after the return 


from Exile are named in Ezra 2:1-35 and 
‘Nehemiah 7:6-38, while the district governors 
are referred to in Nehemiah 3. Archaeology 
has uncovered storage-jar seal-impressions 
bearing the name ‘Yehud’ (Judah), and their 
distribution gives some indication ofthe extent 
of Judah inthis period. They occur from 
Mizpah in the N to En-gedi in the S, and from 
ry ies the eros ee We Com " 
its. ‘lic extent, Judah was greatly 

diminished, the S ill country being how 
ee Judah's neighbours 

Int ition concerning Judah's neis 
at this time is supplied bythe references to 
those who. the rebuik of 
Jerusalem's walls. Nehemiah 2:19; 4:1-8; 6:1f. 


Juda in the time of 
Nehemiah. 


sak of ition from Sanballat the 
loronite, Tobiah the Ammonite, the 
Ashdodites and Geshem the Arab. That 


Sanballat was ‘of Samaria in 407 BC is, 
attested in papyri from the Jewish colony at 
Elephantine t, and he may 

have held that office in the time of Nehemiah 


(¢f. Ne. 4:2, where he is accompanied by ‘the 
army of Samaria’). Tobiah was the governor of 
the province of Ammon-with-Gilead, Judah’s 

"ighbour to the E. He had influential family 
ties with Jerusalem (Ne. 6:18). Ashdod shared 
a border with Judah on the W. The name of 
Geshem the Arab occurs on a bow! from 
EpyptsE Dela, where heis referred toas king 

‘in Arabia. His territory probably 

included Edom and Idumaea. 
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Babylon fell to Cyrus, king of Persia, in 539 8c 
and in the following year he granted the Jews 
in exile permission to return home, 
commissioning them to rebuild the Temple in 
Jerusalem (Ezr-1:1-4). He restored to them the 
vessels from the first Temple which 
Nebuchadrezzar had taken to Babylon and 
laced in the shrine of his own 
L711; 6:5; of. 2 Ki.25:134) 
‘According to Ezra 2:64 (of. Neh.7:66; 
1 Esdras 5:41) a total of 42,360 Jews made the 
retum journey in response to the decree of 
Cyrus. This figure may refer to the whole 
period 538-522 sc, but there is no reason to 
doubt that there was an immediate and 
enthusiastic return by a great many. On the 
other hand there were aso jews who had 
settled comfortably in Babylonia and had no 
wish to return. Thus the region retained a 
strong Jewish population and was an 
important centre of diaspora Judaism until the 
Middle Ages. 


Return from exile 

‘The Persian Empire was divided into satrapies, 
each administered by a Persian commissioner 
(catrap) Palestine belonged tothe satrap 
“Beyond the River’ (of. Ezr.4:11, etc), ie. W of 
the Euphrates. The strapies were subdivided 
into provinces, each suy a governor. 
Atti time of fhe rrure rom exe, 
responsibility for the work of rebuilding the 
‘Temple was given to one Sheshbazzar, whom 
Cyrus had appointed péhi (Ezr.1:8; 5:14-16). 
‘Translating this title as ‘governor’, some take it 
to indicate that Judah was granted the status of 
province at the time of the return, 

‘Others fee! that ‘ is too specifica 
translation of péhd; and that Judah was not 
detached politically from Samaria until the 
time of Nehemiah. Whatever the precise 
administrative arrangements under Cyrus, his 
decrees (Ezr.1:2-4; 6:3-5) certainly granted 
Judah religious autonomy in keeping with his 
general policy. 


‘Temple completed 

In spite of initial enthusiasm (Ezr.3:10-13), the 
work of rebuilding the Temple soon lapsed. 
There was opposition to the project from other 
inhabitants of the land. These were not Jews 
(although they perhaps considered themselves 
as such, cf. Ezr.4:2) but peoples settled in 
‘Samaria by the kings of Assyria in the eighth 
and seventh cents. bc (2 Ki.17:24; Ezr.4:3,10; 


‘Osnay the latter verse 
Ashurbanipal). Their ition soon halted 
the work completely (Ezr.4:4,24). The 


discouraged returnees devoted their energies 

instead to securing their own comforts an for 
this they were rebuked by the laggai 
and Zecharsh (eg. Hag. 4), who both began 


prophesying in 520 sc. With their 
‘encouragement, work on the Temple was 
resumed after years of neglect (Ezr.4:24-5:2), 
and was completed in 516 ac (Ezr.6:15). 

Opposition did not cease with the successful 
Sortie ‘of the Temple. It recurred in the 
time of Ahasuerus (Ezr.4: i.e. Xerxes | 
(486-465 pc), and again under Artaxerxes I 
(464-423 8c). It is probably in the reign of this 
latter king (rather than Artaxerxes II, 404-359 
'c) that the events of Ezra 7-10, as well as the 
book of Nehemiah, are to be set (of also 
Ezra 47-23). 

Ezra was sent from Babylonia to Jerusalem 
by Artaxerves in 45896 to enforce observance 
of the Jewish law. To this end he was given 

er to make appointments within Judah 

71-26) Another company of eles 
returned to Judah with him at this time 
(Ezs.7:7; 8:1-20), taking a relatively dangerous 
desert route (pethaps via Tadmor and 
Damascus) without a military escort (Ezr.8:21- 
23) 

‘Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem from Susa in 
445 ec, having been appointed governor of 
Judah (Ne-5:14). In spite of powerful 
‘opposition from Sanballat (governor of 
Suinaria) and others, he organised and 
‘completed the rebuilding of Jerusalem's walls 
in 2 days (Ne-4;6:-15), encouraging the 
redevelopment of the underpopulated city ( 
Ne.7:4; 1121-2). we nie 

Little is known of events in Judah during the 
remaining century of Persian rule. In 332 8¢ 
Palestine was conquered by Alexander the 
Great. The division of Alexander's empire 
among his generals meant that Palestine 
became a debatable land between Syria and 
Egypt: In 198 cit became part ofthe Syrian 

icid Empire. 

‘The extravagances of the rich upper classes 
ithe atempts of Antiochus Epiphanes to 
hellenize his empire (including a demand to 
worship Greek deities) provoked the 
Maccabean revolt. 


The map on the facing page, with it inset, features § Syria 
(also known as Coele-Syria) at the time ide thee 

slate revolted against the Seleucid Empire from 167 xc, 
See also Hellenistic Kingdoms (p.98) and Hasmonaean 
Princes (p58). 

Regional names and boundaries and the major ‘Greek’ 
Gelenized) ites are gen as koa from arions 
sources. Apart from this the map locates every place 
Seninalis Ladies and second books of the Maccabees 
except Bascama (1 Mace.13:23, site unknown). Judaea has 
tao N boundaries, indicat 
time (1 Mace 11:34,57). The 
identifies the Jews called Tubiani’ of  Mace.5:13 (av) 
Cou retin wha ee te nd of Tease 

ings ‘way of Galilee’ and ‘ascents of Arbela’ are 
‘adopted in I Mace. 9:2 


grouth in territory at this 
of Tubias' (Pap. Zen.) 
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The Maccabean revolt against the Seleucids 
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The Hasmonaean princes 


‘The Seleucid king Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
was given advice about Judaea by hellenized 
Jews from the high-priestly families of 
Jerusalem. In 167 8c royal officials came to 
‘stamp out the traditional Jewish cult. At 
Modein pietists refused to comply and the 
‘Maccabean’ revolt broke out, led by Judas the 
Maccabee and his brothers, Simon, the last 
Maccabee, became head of a free Jewish state 
as Seleucid power weakened (se¢ Hellenistic 
Kingdoms, p.98) and four generations of his 
descendants, the ‘Hasmonaeans’, men of 
high-priestly family descended from 
Asamonaeus/Hashmon, ruled the ‘community 
of the Jews. 

Aristobulus was the first to adopt the title 
‘king’ (104 Bc), Simon, Hyrcanus, Aristobulus: 
and Alexander all expanded Jewish territory 
by conquest up to 76 8c. They totally destroyed 
‘some states (cities), including Samaria, Gaza, 
Pella and Gadara, and planted Jewish 
gatrsons or setlersin others (¢. Joppa, 

yara: see I Mace. 14:34). Local populations in. 
Idumaea and Galilee were forced to adopt 
circumcision and Jewish customs (nomoi) if 
they wished to stay in their own land (Jos., 
Ant.13.257-8; 13.318). 

Under Alexander (103-76 pc) the Jewish state 
reached its greatest expansion. But the 
freedom created by the weakness of the 
Seleucids was to be checked by the growth of 
the Roman and Parthian empires (see pp. 99 
and 100-101). In 63 sc the Roman general 
Pompey made a settlement which reduced 
Jewish territory to Judaea (with Idumac), 
‘Samaria, Galilee and Peraea (an area E 
Jordan settled by Jews). The last Hasmonaeans 
fought one another for power until Roman 
legions pushed out Parthian invaders and 
established an outsider, Herod, as king (37 8c). 

Herod had already established himself as, 
ruler of Judaea in 40 Bc. 


Hasmonaean rulers 142-37 sc 


143/2-135/4 Simon the Maccabee 
136/4-104 John Hyrcanus | 
104-103 Aristobulus | 

103-76 Alexander Janni 

76-67 Salome Alexandra 


67-63 Aristobulus Il 

63 Pompey establishes Roman 
protectorate 

63-40 Hyrcanus Il 

40-37 Antigonus 

37-Herod the Great 


Tite Holy Land atthe time of the Hasmonaean princes, 
1237 


In 1947 and the following years many ancient 
‘manuscripts and fragments were discovered in 
eleven caves in and around the Wadi Qumran, 
near the NW shore of the Dead Sea. Itis to 
these that the name ‘Dead Sea Scrolls’ is 
usually given (though that term is sometimes 
extended to include other collections from 
regions W of the Dead Sea, generally of later 
date). The discovery of these scrolls and the 
recognition of their antiquity prompted the 
excavation (1951-55) of the nearby fuins 
known as Khirbet Qumran. These proved to 
be the remains of a complex of buildings 
‘occupied c. 140 nc-ab 68, with a break between 
¢, 40 and 4 uc. The correspondence between 
this dating (based chiefly on coins fom the 
ruins) and the likely age of the scrolls, plus the 
discovery in the ruins of jars like those in 
which some of the scrolls were found, 
suggests that the buildings were the 
headquarters of the community to which the 
scrolls belonged. A cemetery of over 1,000 
burials lying between the ruins and the Dead 
Sea, investigated as long ago as 1873, is now 
recognized as the graveyard of the same 
‘community. 

Itis now widely (though not universally) 
accepted that Khirbet Qumran should be 
identified with the settiement of Essenes. 
Pliny the Elder (first century Ab) described it 
in his Natural History (5.17) as lying N of En- 
gedi. Current understanding of the Qumran 
community is therefore based on evidence 
from a number of sources: the excavations of 
Khirbet Qumran (and a subsidiary building 
3.km (c. 2miles) to the S at Ain Feshkha), 
the contents of the scrolls from the nearby 
caves, and information on the sect of the 
Essenes supplied by Pliny, Philo and 
Josephus. 

‘The Qumran community provided an 
‘enigmatic account of its own origins in the 
scroll now known as the Damascus Rule. A 
possible interpretation is that the community 
arose among those pious Jews (Hasidim) who 
withstood the hellenization of Judaism under 
Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 pc) and 
endured that monarch’s harsh persecutions. 
Another view sees the community taki 
shape among those Jews who remained in 
Babylon after the exile, the group perhaps 
being inspired to return to Judaea by the 
victories of Judas Maccabaeus in 164 8c. The 
Damascus Rule implies that for twenty years 
after ‘the age of wrath’ (probably the 
persecutions under Antiochus) the group was 
without a leader (‘like blind men groping for 
the way’), Then God ‘raised for them a Teacher 
of Righteousness to guide them in the way of 
His heart’. Reckoning twenty years from 
Antiochus's persecutions gives a dae . 145 8, 
which is compatible with the likely date for the 
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discovery 

(© Caves with pottery 


The Qumran are, showing locations ofthe caves in which 
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Qumran 


founding of the settlement at Qumran. It was 
therefore probably under the leadership of the 
‘Teacher of Righteousness’ that the group left 
Jerusalem to settle in the wilderness. 

The identity of the Teacher of 
Righteousness’ is unknown. It is somewhat 
easier to identify his opponent, a man referred 
to in the scrolls as ‘the Wicked Priest’. From 
references to this latter character it appears 
that he held office as High Priest, wielded 
great political power and died a viole 
These facts point to Jonathan, the 


Hasmonaean who succeeded Judas 
Maccabaeus and who was appointed High 
Priest in 152 8c In the view of J. Murphy’ 
O'Connor, the Teacher of Righteousness’ may 
have been the legitimate High Priest, deposed 
to make way for Jonathan's appointment. 
Remains of Phase la at Qumran (c. 140- 
110 8c) indicate a very small settlement, but in 
Phase Ib there was an elaborate 
econstruction, pointing toa greatly enlarged 
community. The site was apparently 


Right: aerial view of the Qumran settlement 
(opposite tothe plan on page 62). Compare with the 
reconstruction on this page, chic viewed from the E 


Artist's reconstruction (based om a model att 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary) ofthe buildings 
‘Qumran, against a photograph ofthe surrounding 

terrain, To the ef, at the end of limestone spur, 
separated from the buildings by a deep gully, is Cave 4 
(see also the map om page 59). I was here that the majority 
of the Quran scrolls were four. 
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abandoned c. 40 uc (pethaps as a consequence 
ofthe Parthian invasion) and resettled c 4 nc 
(beginning of Phase Il). In this period 
‘essentially the same buildings were in use as in 
n ssernbly rooms, scriptorium, kitchen, 
laundry, pottery and metal workshops, 
smelting furnaces and flour mills. An aqueduct 
fed water from cisterns in the hills into an 
elaborate complex of cisterns within the 

und. Phase Il came to a violent end in 
AD 68, ie. during the Jewish war with Rome, 
the destroyers being in all probability the 
Roman troops known to have occupied Jericho 
at that time. The scrolls were presumably 
hidden in the caves to preserve them when 
this final disaster threatened. 

‘The scrolls recovered in modern times fall 
into three categories. About 100 scrolls are 
books of the OT in Hebrew; all the OT books 
are represented except Esther. These biblical 
‘MSS are 1,000 years older than the oldest 
copies previously available, and their 
discovery has greatly increased our knowledge 


Plan ofthe installations at Qumran in Phases 1, 


£110 nc-an 68 


aeons 
ered bie 


of the textual history of the OT. Secondly there 
are copies of books of the Apocrypha and 
Pseudepigrapha, and the third category 
consists of literature produced by the 
‘community itself. Scrolls in this category are of 
immense importance for understanding the 
beliefs and practices of the Qumran sectarians. 

‘They reveal a community practising strict 
self-discipline, interpreting the law even more 
severely than the most extreme Pharisees. The 
sect saw itself as the true Israel, with a vital 
role to play in overthrowing evil at the close of 
the age, which was held to be imminent. A 
Davidic messiah was expected, but also a 
priestly messiah who would have precedence 
over the former. The OT prophetic writings 
‘were interpreted to refer to current and 
immediately future events, the sect itself 
figuring largely in their fulfilment. 

Events turned out very differently from the 
way the community expected. Itis not known 
what became of those who escaped the 
disaster of ab 68; some may have reappraised 
their beliefs and joined with the early church; 
some almost certainly made common cause 
with the Zealots at Masada, where a 
(Qumranian scroll has been found. 


The oldest manuscript of 
acamplte okof the 
Old Testament 

frome. 100 oc and was 
‘ound at Qumnran (Cave 
1)in 1947, Itis the 
scroll of Isaiah (1Q 1s) 
‘and mensures 27 cm > 
7.26 mi (c, 104A ins ¥ 23 
f!10 ins). Itustrated is 
1s, 38:8-40:28. 
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The Hebrew calendar 


Until c.100 Bc the Hebrew calendar was based 


on lunar months which followed the 
Babylonian practice. The new year began in 
the spring ( 

the agricultural seasons. To maintain this a 


second twelfth month (Adar) or sixth month 


(Elul) was periodically added to control the 


beginning or ‘return of the year’ at the time of 


the spring equinox (1 Ki.20°26). There is no 
The Hebrew calendar sure evidence that at the time of the final 
showing seasons and 
ftials with ther 
der eoaens, 


HB caisseason 


new year beginning in autumn ( 


14; Purim (Est.9) 


25: Dedication (1 Mace, 4:82: 
Jn. 10:22) 


Pro-exiie Name 
Biblical References Ex 13:4,23:16; 34:18:01 161 


(Abi) 1 Ki. 6:1, 37 (Ziv); 1 Ki 8:2 (Ethan) 
1K 6:38 (Bul) 


DD hos. etc nome 


Bihlical References Est. 3.7; Ne.2:1 (Nisan): 
Est.8:9 (Sivan); Ne. 6:15 (Elul),Ne. 1:1 (Chistev) 
Est. 2:16 (Tebeth):Zc. 1:7 (Shebsat); Est. 3°7 (Adar) 
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rch/April) and accommodated 


Judaean kingdom there was an administrative 
ri) at the 
time of the autumnal equinox (‘the going out 


of the year’, cf, Ex. 23:16). Some early names 
for months are known also from Phoenicia and 
reflect agricultural and seasonal changes such 
as Abib, ‘ripening of corn’ (Ex. 13:4). These 
names are given in the innermost circle of the 
chart. Festivals follow both agricultural and. 
historical events (outermost circle), Most local 
references to the calendar would describe the 
seasons (see also p.14 Climate; e.g. ‘seedtime’, 
“(barley)-harvest’, ‘summer-fruit’) but in post- 
exilic times the Babylonian month names were 
followed. 


14: Passover (Ex. 12:18; Lv. 23:8) 
15:21; Unleavened Bread (Lv, 23: 6) 
16 Firstruts (Lv.23:101) 


14: Later Passover 
(Nu.9:10-11) 


6; Pentecost (Lv.23:1511) 
Feast of Weeks 
Harvest 


4:Trumpets (Nu.29'1; Lv 23:24) 
10: Day of Atonement (Lv. 16:29: Ly, 23:27) 
15-21: Tabernacles (Lv. 23; 34 ff) 
22: Solemn Assembly (Ly. 23:38) 
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The main routes in the Holy 
Lan for which there textual 
evidence solid lines) or which 
‘an be inferred on te bass of 
the terrain (doted lines). 
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The Holy Land: the economy 


The economy ofthe Holy 
Land was largely 
agricultural The maa 
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Herod the Great 


Herod the Great, kingof the Jews, wasborn | thity-three years asa loyal riend and ally’ of 

¢, 734 and reigned from 40 to 4 ec. His father, 

“Antipater Il, had been appointed ort Hel failed, however, to endear himself to his 

Judaea by Julius Caesar in 47 8c. The son, Jewish subjects. He was descended from an 

Herod, was made military ese of alee Edomite (Idumaean) family, he had wiped out 

and then of Coele-Syria (see p. the Hasmonaean rule and had collaborated 
"Tye Parthians (xx p99) vad Syrisandd with Nis Roman masters. Moreover be erectod 

Palestine and set the Hasmonaean Ant temples to pagan gods, although his 

nthe throne of udaea (4037 8c). The Roman magnificent reconstruction of the Temple at 

senate, advised by Antony and Octavian, Jerusalem told in his favour. 

BSS eae ‘gave Herod the ttle ‘King of the Herod is remembered for his Temple and for 

Jews’. ight for three yearstomake his _the 1 fortresses Whi 

ttl elfective and then governed Judaea for notably at Masada (see the following pages). 
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Plan ofthe fortress of Masada 
68 
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Masada from the air, viewed from 
the NW (al the 


BN ananerep torts fortress 


Herodium, viewed from the NW 
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Herod's fortresses 


The fortresses of Herod were not merely 
strong, they were sumptuous and 
magnificent. The king displayed three of them 
—Alexandrium, Herodium and Hyrcania— to 
his Roman friend, M. Agrippa, together with 
Caesarea and Sebaste (on te sites of Strato's 
‘Tower and Samaria), the cities he was proud to 
have built. The other two, Machaerus and 
‘Masada, are on the W and E of the Dead Sea. 
All except Herodium, which was new, were 
rebuildings of Hasmonaean fortresses. In 
Hyrcania, Alexandrium and Machaerus, the 
Hasmonaean ruler Queen Alexandra had kept 
her most precious possessions 

(Jos., Ant. 13.417); and these same three 
fortresses had been surrendered by the 
Hasmonaean prince Alexander to Gabinius in 
57 8c. We do not hear of Masada until Herod 
takes it from his father’s assassins in 42 8c 

(Ant, 14.296; War 1.237-238). 

‘Alexandrium was restored in 38 nc by 
‘command of Herod during his struggle to 
realize the pronouncement of the Roman. 
‘senate making him legally king of Judaea 
(Ant. 14.419), His mother-in-law and wife (the 
Hasmonaeans Alexandra and Mariamne) were 
sent there for safety in 30 8c. His two sons by 
Mariamne, Alexander and Aristobulus, were 
buried there in 7 8¢ in the tomb of their 
ancestors (Ant. 15.185 and 16.394). Herod 
used Hyreanta as a prison (Ant, 15.366) after 
he had repaired it (War 1.364). His son by 
Doris, Antipater, was buried there (War 1.664; 
Ant. 17.187, Josephus does not describe ether 
AAlexandrium or tlyreania, and neither has 
been excavated (the sites are Qarn Sartabeh 
and Kh. Mird) 

Machaerus, restored by Herod between 25 
uc and 13 Bc, is described by Josephus in some 
detail (War 7.166-189). Here a town was 
established within a fortified wall protected by 
towers; from the town an ascent led up to the 
crest, upon which the citadel was set. Another 
wall surrounded the crest itself, with high 
towers at its angles. Inside the citadel Herod 
built a palace with chambers (halls?) of great 
size and beauty, and cisterns and an armoury 
were also provided. The fortress was at the S 
extremity of Peraea on the borders of the 
Nabataean kingdom above the baths at 
Calliroe, which was 20 km (c, 13 miles) away 
by road. It was here that John the Baptist was 
beheaded at the order of Antipas. The Roman 
Bassus took it in aD 72. Three seasons of 
excavations at the site (Qal'at el Mishnaga, 
Magaver) produced only meagre results 

fortresses illustrated are Herodium and 
Masada. Herodium was the name of a fortified 
palace, Herodia of the town at its foot. They 
mark a point at which a band of Jews was 
defeated by Herod as he tried to escape the 
supporters of Antigonus Mattathiah and 


Parthian invaders (Ant. 14.360). Herod was 
eventually buried here (War 1.673: 
Ant. 17.199). The town became a district 
administrative capital of Judaea (War 3.55). 
The palace was worthy of a king (Ant. 14.360), 
‘Some details of the photograph (p. 69) match 
the description that the hill-crest was ‘crowned 
with a ring of round towers’ inside which were 
‘magnificent’ apartments. The crest is in fact a 
high artificial mound, created by Herod; one 
sees that he was a man whose imagination was 
hard to check. And the ring of towers isa 
ing-wall within which are three half-towers 
and a round tower. The splendid bath-house is 
the most impressive feature of the ruins; 
‘contained mosaics and frescoes, Another 
building is claimed as a very early synagogue. 

Masada is also described in detail by 
Josephus (War 7.280-303). It is an isolated 
natural peak, boat-shaped, and precipitous on 
all sides; in fact it was so well deiended that 
the Romans who besieged the Zealots there 
Were forced to erect a huge ramp on the W, 

A wall with thirty-seven high towers in it 
enclosed the summit; this has been found to be 
‘casemate’ (a double wall enclosing small 
chambers). A palace built on the N outside this 
wall has been found with ts baths, mosaics 
and frescoes, Excavation has also located a 
lange bath-house on the summit, smaller 
palaces, another large palace, immense 
‘cisterns and store-rooms, 

Before the recent work of Avigad the 
‘sumptuous style and decor of Masada and 
Herodium were the closest one could come to 
visualizing the magnificent Hellenistic houses 
of Jerusalem. (See N. Avigad, Discovering 
Jerusalem, 1984, with its illustrations of 
mosaics, frescoes and tables etc.) 


The Tetrarchs 

‘The map on the facing page shows how Herod 
the Great's kingdom was divided after his 
death between three of his sons, Archelaus, 
Antipas and Philip (see page 119 for further 
details). 

‘The word ‘tetrarch’ (Gk. tetra-archés, 
contracted to tetrarches) was used to denote the 
ruler of a fourth part of a region. The Romans 
used it for any ruler of part of a province 

Archelaus took the title ‘ethnarch’ (Gk, 
ethnarchés, ‘governor’) and ruled Judaea, 
Samaria and Idumaea, The title ‘ethnarch’ is 
found in the NT referring to the ‘governor’ of 
Damascus (2 Cor. 11:32). Antipas was tetrarch 
of Batanaea, Trachonitis, Ituraea, Gaulanitis 
and Auranitis, areas NE of the Sea of Galilee. 

In the NT the noun ‘tetrarch’ is used only to 
refer to Herod Antipas (Mt, 14:1; Lk. 3: 
97; Acts 13:1) but in Luke 3:1 a verb is used to 
apply to the tetrarchies of Antipas, Philip and 
Lysanias, tetrarch of Abilene. 
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Galilee 


Galilee, taken from the Heb. gall, ‘ring, circle’, 
hence a ‘district, region’, this is the regional 
name of part of N Palestine, which was the 
scene of Christ's boyhood and early ministry. 
‘The origin of the name as applied here is 
uncertain. It occurs occasionally in the OT 
(e.g-Jos. 20:7; 1 Ki. 9:11), and notably in 

is: The later reference probably recalls the 
region’s history: it origi for urt of the 
Tatas located io the bwelve bes ar ong 
to the pressure from peoples farther N, its 
Jewish population found themselves in a kind 
of N salient, surrounded on three sides by 
non-Jewish populations — ‘the nations’. 
Under the Maccabees, the Gentile influence 
upon the Jews became so strong that the latter 
‘were actually withdrawn S for halfa century. 
‘Thus Galilee had to be recolonized, and 

fact, together wth its diversity of population, 
contributed to the contempt felt for 

Galileans by the S Jews (Jn. 7:52). 

Exact demarcation of the Galilee region is 
difficul in terms of the provincial 
boundaries of the Roman Empire. The name 
‘was evidently applied for the N marchlands of 
Israel, the location of which varied from time 
to time. In the time of Christ, however, the 
province of Galilee formed a rectangular 
territory some 70 km (c, 44 miles) from N toS 
and 40 km (c. 25 miles) from E to W, bordered 


on the E by the Jordan and the Sea of Galilee 


and cut off from the Mediterranean by the S 
extension of Syro-Phoenicia down the coastal 
lain. 
Pi Thus defined, Galilee consists essentially of 
anupland area, bordered on all sides save the 
Nby plains — the coastlands, the plain of 
Esdraelon and the Jordan Rift. Itis, in fact, the 
Send of the mountains of Lebanon, and the 
land surface falls, in two steps, from N to S 
aeross the ares, The higher step forms U 
Galilee, much of which is at 1,000 m (c. 3, 
{) above sea-level: in NT times it was a 
forested and thinly inhabited hill country. The 
lower ‘step’ forms Lower Galilee, m 
{c. 1,478-1,970 ft) above sea level, but falling 
steeply to more than 180 m (c.591) below 
sea-level at the Sea of Galilee, 

Itis to this area of Lower Galilee that most of 
the Gospel narrative refers, Well watered 
streams flowing from the N mountains, an 
possessing considerable stretches of fertile 
land in the limestone basins among its hills, it 
was an area of dense and prosperous 
settlement, It exported olive oil and cereals, 
and fish from the lake. 

Outside the main stream of Israelite life in 
gineicieea visa ee 
(O. Baly, raphy of the Bible, 1957, 

P. 190). The Ramen reiocievas governed 
successively by Herod the Great (died 4 8c), 
Herod Antipas and Herod Agrippa. 
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This, then, was the region in which Christ 
grew up —at Nazareth, in the limestone hills 
‘of Lower Galilee. Thanks to its position, it was 
traversed by several major routeways of the 
Empire, and was therefore far from being a 
rural backwater. Its agriculture, fisheries and 
‘commerce provided him with his cultural 
background, and are reflected in his parables 
and teaching. It provided him with his first 
disciples and their first mission field. 

‘Today, Galilee and the plain of Esdraelon 
form the core area of N Israel, but its modern 
inhabitants have the task of rehabilitating an 
area which has lost much ofthe prospenty it 
enjoyed in NT times. Its forests have been, 
largely replaced by maquis, the characteristic 
serub of the Mediterranean, and many of its 
towns and villages, places which Christ knew: 
and visited, have disappeared from the map, 
Teaving hardly a trace behind them, 


‘The Sea of Galilee 

‘The accompanying map shows the NT sites 
and events associated with the Sea of Galilee 
In terms of physical geography the Sea of 
Galilee is a large fresh-water lake important for 
is ishing, surrounded by mountains except to 
the S and the Plain of Gennesaret at its NW. 
The soil here is fertile, the weather hot: 


‘The water is sweet to the taste and 
excellent to drink ... and perfectly pure, 
all the shores of the lake being pebbly or 
sandy, When drawn it has an agreeable 
temperature ... It becomes as cold as 
snow after exposure to the air, as is 
practised on summer nights by the local 


People 
‘The lake contains species of fish 
different in taste and appearance from 
those found elsewhere (Jos., War 1.506- 


Josephus describes the fertile plain on the Nas 
remarkable in its beauty and pert 
fovitsite walnut, ditepala, ig and olive. 

t produces grape and fig continuously over 
ten months of the year. Fle says itis watered 
bya most productive spring, called locally 
‘Kapharnaoum’. 

Recent excavation has solved one perennial 
issue, The site called Tel hum or Talhum is 
undoubtedly that of NT Capernaum. The 
claim made by the Franciscan excavators that 
they have fotind both the house of Peter (later 
a place of pilgrimage) and the foundations of 
the first century: syhagogue (as well as 
substantial remains of one from the fourth or 
fifth) deserves careful consideration. 


The Sea of Galilee and its associations with the 
ministry of Jesus 
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The Decapol is 


Decplis the Grck 
name forthe group often 
Mantes eran 
their territories. Cites 
tnderined are the ten 
tamed by Py 


Hippos, one ofthe ten 
cities (Decapois). 


7” 


The term ‘Decapolis’ first occurs in Mk.5:20 
and 7:31 and Mt-4:25. It refers toa group of 
hellenized states, free in the Greek sense of 
having their own citizens and council. The 
ities in Gilead which belong to the group, and 
also Scythopolis, are all certainly ol 


hellenistic 


foundations, which probably implies that they 
were military colonies in origin, each with its 
own nucleus of Macedonian (or Greek) 
veterans. One may suppose thatthe 
aristocracies remained Greek, that the cities 
adhered to the ‘gymnasial’ style of training 
and education inveighed against in. 
2Macc.4:12, and that their citizens had no 
friendly feelings towards the Jews. They had 
been conquered by Alexander Jannaeus (see 
ge 58) and freed by the Roman Pompey. 
Josephus says (Ant, 14.4.4; War 1.7.7) that 
Pompey restored them to the province of 
yyria. The fact that some of them issued coins 
with an era beginning in 64/63 8C, when 
Pompey set them free, shows the importance 
of this event in their history. They constituted 
group of cities well-disposed to each other 
and with common trading interests, values 
and institutions. But they cannot have 
constituted a league in the technical sense, or 
we would hear ofa federal capital, federal 
assemblies and the like, as we do with 
Megalopolis at the time of the Arcadian, 
League in the Peloponnese (4th cent, fC). 

The territory of a number of them — Hippos, 
Gadara, Seythopolis and Pella — was adjacent 
toand touched on the Sea of Galilee or the 
River Jordan, Abila, Dion, Gerasa and 
Philadelphia are also in Transjordan. The loose 
nature of the ‘league’ is demonstrated by the 
fact that three different lists appear in the three 
sources which name them. The earliest (¢, AD 
75)is that of Pliny, who names Seythopolis, 
Hippos, Gadara, Pella, Philadelphia, Gerasa 
(Galasa), Dion, Canatha, Damascus and 
Raphana, 
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‘: 


Ba ‘meta tauta en eorte 
ton ioudaion kai anebe is eis ie 
2 rosoluma: estin de en tois iero 
solumois epi te probatike: ko 
lumbethra: e epilegomene 
ebraisti bed’ saida(n) pente 


(start of next page) 


3 stoas echousa en tautais kate 
keito plethos ton asthenoun 
ton: tuflon cholon: xero 

5 en de tis ekei anthropos ete 
Te echon en te astheneia autou 

6 touton eidono is katakeime gq 
non kai gnous oti polun echei 
chronon legei auto theleis u 
gies genesthai 


4 


5.1 after this there-was a-festival 
of-the Jews and went-up Js into Je! 
2 rusalem: There-is and in the Jeru/ 
salem at the sheep-(gate): a-res! 
ervoir: the -one also-called 
in-Hebrew Bed’saida five 
(start of next page) 
3 porticoes having in these wasly/ 
ing a-multitude of-the af/ 
flicted: of-the-blind of-the-lame: of-the- 
aralysed 
5 there was and a-certain there man for- 
years 
thirty-eight keeping inthe infirmity of- 


6 him seeing the Js ly/ 
ing-down and realising that for-much he- 
‘was-keeping already 
time he-says to-him do-you-wish w/ 
ell to-become 


5. 


Jn. 5:16: After this there was a festival of the 
Jews, and Jesus went up into Jerusalem. And 
there is in Jerusalem at the st te) a 
pool, also called Bedsaida, which has five 
porticoes. In these was lying a multitude of 
the afflicted, blind, lame. And there was a 
certain paralysed man there, who had suffered 
with his infirmity for thirty-eight years. Jesus, 
seeing him lying down, and realizing that he 
had si a long time, said to him, ‘Do you 
‘want to become well?” 


‘This double spread will enable the reader to 
gain some idea of what Greek MSS of the New 
Testament look like and how a passage of NT 
Greek differs from a passage of English. In 
English the word-order is often vital to the 
sense of a phrase, but in Greek the sense is 
governed by word endings. Thus the Greek 
‘word-order is much freer than its English 
equivalent. 

"The MS chosen is one of two papyri of 
John’s Gospel. This is a very early example, 
dating from the late second century aband 
first made known relatively recently. 


1. Photographs of the manuscript 
The photographs of the MS (far left) and the 
separate reproduction of its Greek in an edited 
form are both from Papyrus Bodmer Il, 
‘Supplement (1962) by V. Martin. The text 
written on these pages covers John 4:50 ~ 5:9, 
‘On this papyrus all the letters are capitals, 
This is true of all early Greek MSS. There is no 
word-division and often no sentence-division. 
‘Punctuation’ is added only at selected points 
where the scribe feels that the sense might not 
be established without it 


2. Printed Greek 

In column 2 the text has been printed in lower 
case letters with word-breaks, and placed 
alongside the original for comparison. The 
Bible's chapter and verse references have also 
been added. 
5. English transcription 

The extract indicated by the red border in 
columns 1 and 2 appears at 3 as a transcription 
of the Greek into English letters. This extract is 
John 5:1-6, and is broken in the original by the 


end of the page. A comparison between Zand 
3shows the difference een Greek and 
English letters. 


4. Word-by-word E 

The next version is a word-by-word English 
translation of the extract. This version gives 
some idea of how the Greek word-order differs 
from the English. 


5. Literal translation. 

The final version is a literal English translation, 
switching to normal English word-order. It 
does not correspond to any published 
translation of this passage. 

‘This MS, known as P66, is the only early one 
which makesitdlearthat the scribe has 
separated ‘poo!' from ‘sheep’ in John 5:2.an 
souunderstvod the sense as"..at the sheep 


(gate)a The word ‘gate’ can be 
supplied with confidence since the sheep-gate 
is known from Nehemiah chapter’, 
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Archaeological sites: Herodian period 
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Remains of the early hellenistic period in 
Palestine and Transjordan are rare compared 
with those of the Maccabean/Hasmonaean 
period; and remains of the Hasmonaean 
iod (including fortresses at Gezer and 

th-zurr, and the N line of forts erected by 
Alexander Jannaeus (Jos., War 7.170) near Tel 
Aviv-Jaffa) are rare compared with Herodian 
remains. At Jerusalem Avigad found that for 
the Herodian period he could reconstruct not 
merely walls and topography but the daily life 
of the wealthy Jerusalemites (Discovering 
Jerusalem, p.81). The map indicates remains 
from the old Greek cities and the new 
Heredian fourciationg; from Herod's fortresses 
(pp. 68-69); from the Nabataeans (includin; 
the unusual finds of Glueck at Kh. et Tan, 
as described in Deities and Dolphins, the Story of 
the Nabataeans, 1965); and from the local 
strongholds of the land. 

Inscriptions are notably important among, 
archaeological finds. Several rom Jerusales. 
are of interest. We have two copies of the stelai 
(upright stone slabs or tablets) which forbade 
Gentiles access to the Inner Temple (first 
centuries BC/aD): 


No non-Jew to proceed beyond the 
barrier and enclosure which surrounds 
the sacred place; any man who (does so 
and) is caught is himself responsible for 
his death, which is the consequence. 


‘Such stelai were set up in Latin and Greek 
round the Inner Temple. Josephus describes 


them with almost the same words as the 
inscription (War 5.194; Ant. 15.417). The 
incidents of Acts 21:26-29 must be connected 
with the same prohibition: the riot which 
broke out then was caused by pious Jews who 
believed that Paul had brought a Greek within 
the forbidden area. 

A Jerusalem ossuary (bone chest) inscription 
names one of the masons who worked on 
Herod's Temple (Simon, builder of the 
‘Temple); another refers to Nicanor, who 
provided the most splendid gates for it: ‘Bones 
Of the sons of Nicanor, who provided the 
Gates’. The combination ‘Jesus, son of Joseph’ 
‘occurs on another ossuary (both were common 
‘names of the period). The tomb of ‘Alexander, 
son of Simon, of Cyrene’ and his sister Sarah 
from Cyrenaican Ptolemais may plausibly be 
linked with ‘the man called Simon from 
Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus’. 

‘The ruins of many ancient synagogues are to 
be found in Palestine. For a long time the 
earliest were thought to be those at 
Capernauim, Chorazin and Kefar Bram in 

lee, which were dated late second/early 

third centuries aD. Now it is claimed that 
assembly-halls of the first century AD at 
‘Masada and Herodium were synagogues, 
Franciscan excavators argue that the 
Capernaum synagogue is later than had been 
thought (late fourth/early fifth centuries aD), 
but have dated basalt foundations under its 
hall to an earliet synagogue, possibly of the 
time of Jesus. Gutman also places the Gamala 
synagogue early, perhaps earlier than Masada 
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of Herodium (see Ancient Synagogues Revealed, 
‘ed. L. 1. Levine; Judaism in Stone, H. Shanks). 
But in fact the earliest evidence for a 
Palestinian synagogue comes from an 
inscription at Jerusalem, carved in the first 
century Bc/Ab by the grandson of a man who 
had already been ‘head of synagogue’ 
(«rchisunagogos): a certain Theodotus who built 
the place ‘for the reading of the Law and study 
ofits precepts’, attaching to ita hospice for 
visitors from abroad, who were provided with 
their own baths and chambers. 

Outside Jerusalem the most notable find in 
terms of inscriptions is the stone which was 
re-used in the theatre at Caesarea, but had 
been set up by Pontius Pilate. He is named 
‘prefect of judaea’ (at about the time when the 
title of minor equestrian governors was to 
change from ‘prefect’ to ‘procurator’); and the 
wording states that he set up a shrine in 
honour of Tiberius. 

Important Herodian remains outside 
Jerusalem have come to light in the new 
City-foundations of Herod the Great (Sebaste, 
Caesarea), at his winter-palace in Jericho (it 
‘snows in Jerusalem in the winter, whereas the 
climate of Jericho is sub-tropical) and in his 
fortresses Masada and Herodium. More 
recently less spectacular finds have come from 
Antipatey (Aphek). In the Samaritan hills the 
old city of Samaria was re-founded by Herod at 
Sebaste to honour Augustus (Lat. augustus = 
Gk. sebustos). Ancient Israelite walls were 
rebuilt and reinforced with round towers; a 
temple was dedicated to Augustus (the cult of 


the emperor was a political phenomenon, a 
way of acknowledging that the Roman Empire 
gave peace and prosperity to the provinces); 
and a sports-stadium was founded. All have 
‘been located by excavation. At Caesarea the 
great Herodian harbour (mole) has been 
explored by an underwater team; ts ines are 
clearly visible in aerial photographs. Italian 
excavators have found parts of the city-wall of 
Strato’s Tower (the name of the town before it 
became Caesarea Maritima), and the Herodian 
theatre with its seats and stage and most 
‘unusual painted plaster floors. The winter- 
ace at Jericho includes.a great opus sectile 
Fall-a sunken garden, a post, Roman-style 
baths, and the specifically Roman building 
technigue of ous etic (a net-like facing 
of small stones set in the concrete of the walls), 
also found at Caesarea Philippi. 
‘The Herodian palace-fortresses exhibit the 
sameluurioussiyleand flamboyant 
i tion as Herod everywhere displayed. 
{A'Herodian style’ in terms of the ornament 
used for floor-mosaics and wall- and ceiling 
frescoes is found in his fortresses, palaces and 
cities; it has links with the funerary art of 
Jerusalem. Moreover the leaping imagination 
imed by the conception ofthe Temple 
int (and the precinct at Hebron) is matched 
by the N palace at Masada, perched ona 
terrace above a sheer ravine, and by the 
artificial truncated cone created for a ring-wall 
‘of defence at Herodium. 
For details and illustrations of these 
fortresses see pages 68-70. 
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Paul's ‘missionary journeys’ 


Itis customary to depict the apostle Paul's 
ministry as threemissionary journeys’ and a 
final journey to Rome. The followin, 
headings, however, may provide a better 
picture, 


Mission to Galatia 

About a 46 Paul and Barnabas, commissioned 
by the church in Antioch, embarked on an 
evangelistic tour. It took them across the island 
of Cyprus and through ’S Galatia’ (Acts 13-14), 
Their strategy, which became a pattern for the 
Pauline missions, was to preach first in the 
synagogue, Some Jews and Gentile 
‘Godiearers’ accepted the message and became 
the nucleus fora local assembly. When the 
‘mass of Jews rejected the gospel, sometimes 
with violence, the focus of the preaching, 
shifted to the Gentiles (ef. Acts 13:46f.). 
Despite these perils and the defection at Perga 
of their helper, John Mark, the mission 
succeeded in establishing a Christian witness 
in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe 
and possibly Perga, 


Mission to Greece 
Because of differences with Barnabas (over 
taking John Mark with them again) Paul took a 
new companion, Silas, on his second 
missionary tour (Acts 15:40-18:22). From 
Antioch they travelled overland to the 
churches of 'S Galatia’ and at Lystra added 
Young Timothy tothe party. Forbidden by the 
oly Spirit to evangelize W, they journeyed N 
through ’N Galatia’, where some converts may 


have been made (cf. Acts 16:6; 18:23). At Troas 
Paul in a vision saw a ‘man of Macedonia’ 


beckoning to him. Thus his evangelization of 
Greece began. In Macedonia missions were 
established in Philippi, Thessalonica and 
Beroea; in Achaia, or S Greece, Athens and 
Corinth were visited. In the latter city Paul 
remained almost two years founding a 
Christan fellowship that was to be the source 
of both joy and trial inthe future, The Holy 
Spirit now moved Paul to turn his eyes once 
more upon the earlier forbidden province of 
Asia. Departing from Corinth, he stopped 
briefly at Ephesus, the commercial metropolis 
of Asia, and left as an advance party his, 
Corinthian colleagues Priscilla and Aquila. Ina 
quick trip back to Antioch — oi Jerusalem ~ 

'aul completed his ‘second missionary 
journey’, 


‘The Aegean ministry 
In many ways the Aegean period (c. aD 53-! 
Acts 18:23-20:38) was the most important of 
Paul's life, The province of Asia, so important 
for the later church, was evangelized; and the 
Christian outposts in Greece secured. During 
these years he wrote the Corinthian letters, 
Romans and perhaps one or more of the Prison 
Epistles (Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians 
and Philemon), which in the providence of 
Goa were to constitute a holy and 
authoritative Scripture for all generations. For 
the apostle this was a time of triumph and 
defeat, of gospel proclamation and threateninj 
heresies, of joy and frustration, of activity an 
prison meditation. The risen Christ used all 
these things to mould Paul into his image and 
to speak through Paul is word tothe church, 
From Antioch Paul travelled overland 
through the familiar Galatian region to 
Ephesus. There he met certain ‘disciples’, 
including Apollos, who had known John the 
Baptist and, presumably, Jesus (Acts 18:24ff.). 
Paul doubtless made a number of short trips 
out from Ephesus, and at length, some three 
years after his arrival, he made a final visit to 
the churches in the Aegean area. Through 
Troas he came to Macedonia, where he wrote 
2 Corinthians and, after a time, travelled S to 
Corinth. There he spent the winter and wrote 
a letter to the ‘Romans’ before retracing his 
steps to Miletus, a port near Ephesus, After a 
touching farewell Paul, ‘bound in the Spirit’ 
and under threatening clouds, sailed towards 
Jerusalem and almost certain arrest. This did 
‘not deter him, for Asia had been conquered 
and he had visions of Rome. 


istry in Caesarea and voyage to Rome 
Paul ciceebacked at Coesttes tad wrt 
collection for the poor, arrived at Jerusalem at 


‘Paul's missions to Galatia and to Greeve. 
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Pentecost (Acts 21:23f.; of. Rom. 15:25ff; 

1Cor. 16:3; 2 Cor. 9). Although he was careful 
toobserve the Temple rituals, jewish pilgrims 
from Ephesus, remembering ‘the apostle to the 
Gentiles’, accused him of violating the Temple 
and inciting the crowds to riot, He was placed 
under arrest but was permitted to address the 
crowd and later the Sanhedrin. 

To prevent hs being lynched, Paul was 
removed to Caesarea, where Felix, the Roman 
gevernon, imprisoned him for two years (c. AD 

}, Acts 23-26). At that time Festus, Felix's 
successor, indicated that he might give Paul to 
the Jews for trial. Knowing the outcome of 
such atrial’, Paul, as a Roman citizen, 
appealed to Caesar. Aftera moving interview 
belore the governorand his guests, King 
Agtippaand Bernice, he was sent under 
to Rome. Thus, under circumstances hard! 
ticipated, the risen Christ fulfilled the 

tle’s dream and his own word to Paul 
‘ou must bear witness also at Rome’ (Acts 
23:11), Paul had a stormy sea voyage and, after 
being wrecked, spent the winter on Malta 
(. Ab 61). He reached Rome in the spring and 


iard 


Paul's journey to Rome. 


spent the next two years under house-arrest 
‘teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ quite 
openly’ (Acts 28:31). 


Paul's Aegean ministry 
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Asia Minor: the ‘Seven Churches’ 


‘The ‘Seven Churches’ are those which 
received messages of encouragement and 
rebuke from God, through the revelation to 
John on the island of Patmos (Rev. 1:9 - 3:22). 

‘were all situated in the Roman province 
of Asia, in the W of what is now Tt In 
order of mention they are: 


1. Ephesus 
Ephesus was the most important city in the 
province but is now uninhabited. It was 
situated at the mouth of the Cayster River 
between the mountain range of Coressus and 
the sea. A magnificent road 11 m (c. 36 ft) wide 
and lined with columns ran down through the 
city to the fine harbour, which served both as a 
great export centre at the end of the Asiatic, 
Caravan-route and also as a natural landing- 
point from Rome. The city has been 
Undergoing excavation for many years and s 
probably the most extensive and impressive 
ruined site of Asia Minor. This site was 
originally sacred to the worship of the 
Anatolian fertility goddess, later identified 
with Greek Artemis and Latin Diana, 

The church in Ephesus is addressed first of 
the seven (Rev. 2:1-7), as being the most 
important church in the de facto capital, and as 

ing the landing place fora messenger from 
Patmos and standing at the head ofa circular 
road joining the seven cities in order. This 
church is flourishing, but is troubled by false 
teacher, and ha st it fit owe The false 

The ‘Seven churches of apostles (2:2) are most probably like the 
Tie eect” — Nicolaitens, who seem to have edivocated 


thes of Patmos compromise withthe power of paganism for 
‘where John received the the Christian under pressure. The Ephesians 
revelation, were steadfast, but deficient in love. 


2. Smyrna 
‘Smyrna is modern Izmir, the second largest 


sity in Asiatic Turkey. 
gospel probably reached Smyrna at an 
cai , presumal 
rly date, p ibly from Ephesus (Acts 
19:10), The" angel of the church in Smyrna’ is 
the recipient of the second of the letters of the 
“seven churches ... in Asia’ (Rev. 2:8-11), As in 
other commercial cities, the church 
‘encountered opposition from the Jews (Rev, 
2:9; cf. 3:9), The description of the Christ as 
the one who was dead and lived again (v.8) 
may allude tothe resurgence ofthe city to new 
prosperity after a long period in obscurity. The 
Foren (¥-10) was rin associations at 
‘Smyrna, It may suggest the victor’s wreath at 
the games, or current forms of eulogy which 
used the image of the beauty and glory of the 
city and its buildings. Cf also James 1:12, The 
call to faithfulness (v.10) isa call to the church 
to fulfil in the deepest way the historic 
reputation of the city. 


3. Pergamum 
Pergamum is listed third of the ‘seven 
churches’ (Rev. 2: Bears the order. ice its 
sition juence. This 
the place Sere Satan's throne ir (Rev. 2:13), 
‘The phrase has been referred to the complex of 
pagan cults, of Zeus, Athena, Dionysus and 
Asclepius, established by the Attalid kings, 
that of Asclepius Soter (the ‘saviour’, ‘healer’) 
being of special importance. These cults are 
illustrative of the religious history of 
Pergamum, but the main allusion is probably 
to emperor worship. This was where the 
‘worship of the divine emperor had been made 
the touch-stone of civic loyalty under 
Domitian. It marked a crisis for the church in 
Asia. Antipas (v.13) is probably cited asa 
representative (perhaps the first) of those who 
‘were brought to judgment and execution here 
for their faith 


4. Thyatira 

‘The Thyatiran church was the fourth of the 
‘seven churches’ that are in Asia’ (Rev.1:11). 
‘Some of the symbols in the letter to the church 
(Rev.2:18-29) seem to allude to the 
‘circumstances of the city, The description of 
the Christ (v.18) is appropriate for a 

renowned for its brass-working (chalkolibanos, 
translated ‘fine brass’, may be a technical term 
for some loca type ofbrassware). The terms of 
the promise (vv.26-27) may reflect the long 
military history of the city. ‘Jezebel’ (the name 
is probably symbolic) was evidently a woman 
who was accepted within the fellowship of the 
church (v.20). Her teaching is nowhere 
recorded but probably advocated a measure of 
compromise with some activity which was 
implicitly pagan. 


‘THE EARLY CHURCH 


5. Sardis 
Sardis was the capital of the ancient kin 
of Lydia and was renowned for its wealth, 
especially under Croesus, 
lie tothe angel ofthe church in 

Sardis’ (Rev, 3:1-6) ts that the early 
Christan community there was imbued with 
the same spirit as the city, resting on its past 
reputation and without any present 

"vement, and failing, as the city had twice 
failed, to learn from its past and be vigilant, 
The symbol of ‘white garments’ (vv.4-5) was 
rich in meaning in a city noted for its luxu 


clothing trade; the faithful few who are vigilant 
shall be arrayed to share in the triumphal 
coming of their Lord. 


6, Philadelphia 
The letter to ‘the any 
Philadelphia’ (Rev, 3:7-13) probably alludes to 
some of the circumstances of the city. As 
Philadelphus was renowned for his loyalty to 
his brother, so the church, the true 
Philadelphia, inherits and fulfils his character 
by ts steadfast loyalty to Christ (v 8,10). As 
iy stands by the apen door ofa region 
from which ite wealth derives so the eer is 
ven an ‘open door opportunity to exy 
fey aor biay The sprraine ee 
and the ‘temple’ B) point toa contrast 
between the games and religious festivals of 
the city. In contrast with the impermanence of 
life in a city prone to earthquake, those who 


‘of the church in 


Early church congregations 


‘overcome’ are promised the ultimate stability 
of being built into the temple of God. 


Tt was 

founded by the Seleucid Antiochus Il in the 
third century 8C and called after his wife 

Laodice. It was a prosperous commercial 

centr, ving near Hierapolis and Colosoein 
valley sa tril e 

Macanden iil 


its wealth, it could 
Ficrapas; nor the eeshing Soweto cold 
nor the refreshin; ro 
but merch 


luce neither the hi 


water to be found at Colossae, 
lukewarm water, useful only as an em 
church was charged with a similar uselessness: 
it was self-sufficient rather than half-hearted. 
Like the city, it thought it had ‘need of 
nothing In fact was spiritually poor, naked 
and blind, and needed ‘gold’, ‘white garments’ 
and ‘eyesalve’ more effective than its bankers, 
dlothiers and doctors could supply (v.18). Like 
¢iizens inhospitable to traveller who offers 

ri goods, the liceans 
Closed thet doses ae le ther seal Pier 
outside. Christ turns in loving appeal to the 
individual (v.20), 


The 


century aD (shot in 
red) and churches 
founded before 


EMPIRES AND PEOPLES 
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The ‘Table of the Nations’ 


The Table of Nations, Genesis 10 provides a list of ‘the families of the 


‘according to Gu. 10, sons (or descendants) of Noah, according to Japheth Hom ‘Shem 
hte g the: cana their, Leper ig (or; x penesations), in their ae a 
b Aigaaci teat J nations’ (v.32). The represented Gone mv 
lam and Japhet thelist is complex, however, and in a foe” || ee 
it clearly depicts something other than the Togarman | Sabtan ‘Shoiah 
straightforward descent of racial groups from Magog feenet: aes 
individuals. For example, the presence of = eel Reels 
‘Sheba (= Saba in SW Arabia) among the Elishah ‘Sabteca Almodad 
descendants of both Shem and Ham (vv.7,28) ‘orenon | Nimrod Sheleoh 
peobably reflects both the Semitic origin of the a Neeemaysth 
ibaeans and the historical fact that Sabacans Jobat orn iadoram 
fulgred across the Re Sea and vetted among Mesheen | Lehabim Gal 
umitic groups (i.e. Egyptians and Ethiopians) = Naoheshin 
wih Wide Hep bese recat end ‘culturally Coan ‘Aimee! 


mingled. 

Many ofthe names in the Table have been 
identified with those of racial, geographical 
and political entities known from outside the 
Bible. On the basis of these identifications we 
can say that the names in the first section 


(apheth, wv.2-5) represent peoples of the N Groeshite 

and NW of the Ancient Near East, those in the He Mash 
second (Ham, vv.6-20) represent generally the Srecentansor | eerie 

peoples of the, and those inthe third (Shem, | Sepinteinee | Rrvatte 
vv.21-31) the peoples who settled from Syria in Sineancestars | Zemorite 

the Ne ghsough lesopotamia as far as Arabia = ne 
inthe, 


‘Map based on the 
“Table of Nations’ in 
Gn.10, showing 

sible connections 

teen the names it 
the Table and the 
nares of peoples or 
regions krownt from 
‘extra-biblical 
inscriptions. 
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EMPIRES AND PEOPLES 
(Old Testament period 


In early antiquity Babylonia (modern S Iraq) 
Wareounds Aisod (hen part of thereon) 
and Sumer (the S, bordering the Persian Gulf). 


Sumer 
Inthe fourth millennium sc the Sumerians 
‘were responsible for many of the hallmarks of 
later civilization, including fine art and 
architecture, and pictographic writing (c. 3100 
BC), arcenue cette feateietin da The 
period c. 3000-2500 c in Sumer saw the advent 
of kingship and the growth of city-states 
cent atUrtk (OT Erech, Gn. 10:10), Kish, 
Ur, Lagash, Umma, Abu Salabikh and 
Shuruppak (whose governor Zusuddu is the 
hero of the Sumerian flood story). There were 
frequent clashes between cities as their rulers 
sought dominion over their neighbours. A 
new unity came to the region in 2371 sc when 
the Semitic ruler Sargon of Akkad brought the 
whole of Sumer under his control. 


Akkad 
Inthe OT Akkad (or Accad) is mentioned as 
one of the cities founded by Nimrod 
(Gn.10:10), The precise location of this city, 
known as Agade in Sumerian, is unknown. 
Inscriptions show, however, that the powerful 


Sumer and Akkad 


dynasty founded by Sargon flourished there 
until c. 2230 1c. The reigns of Sargon and his 
successor Naram-Sin were back on asa 
golden age of political strength and 
commercial prosperity. Their armies reached 
as faras Syria, Elam and Anatolia. 

Later, when Babylon became the capital of 
the region, the term ‘Akad’ continued to be 
employed to describe the whole of N 
Babylonia until the late Persian period. It is 
used in this way in the records of the kings of 
Assyria and Babylonia. 

‘Around 2230 ic Akkad was overrun by the 
Gutians from the E hills. However, the 
invaders never succeeded in imposing their 
rule on the whole of Babylonia, and Lagash, 
under its ruler Gudea (c. 2150 8c), remained 
independent and dominated Urand the S 
sities. Eventually, under Ur-Nammu (2113- 
2096 nc), Ur became the centre of a Neo- 
Sumerian dynasty (Third Dynasty of Ur, 2113- 
2006? ac), 

‘The new dynasty was prosperous, and Ur's 
influence reached as far as Assur and Byblos. 
Eventually, however, severe famines, invaders 
from Elam and Semitic semi-nomads from the 
W, deserts brought the epoch to an end. (For 
the later history of Babylonia see pages 91-93.) 
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EMPIRES AND PEOPLES 
Old Testament period 


‘Modern names in brackets, ag. (E! Amara) 
Biblical names underlined, ag: Migdol 


NB. Some modern translations ofthe Old Testament replace 
‘On, Noph, No, Pbeseth and Sin with their classical equralents, 


Inthe Nile Valley, as in Mesopotamia, 
civilization deve c. 3000 Bc. When: 
Abraham visited Egypt (Gn. 12:10-20), 
perhaps c. 2000 8c, its civilization was 
therefore already 1,000 years old, and the 
Great Pyramid of Cheops at Giza had stood for 
iy abraham (the beginning of the 

Al 's time (the ‘ing of 
Middle Kingdom) Egypt was entering its 
second period of greatness (see chart on p.116 
for periods of Egyptian history with dates). It 
‘was probably in the late Middle Kingdom or 
the Second Intermediate Period that Jacob's 
family settled in the E Delta. On the date of the 
Exodus see pp. 38-9. 

Egypt's third period of greatness, the New 
Kingdom (c. 1550-1070 nc), saw the creation of 
an empire, chiely through the campaigns of 
‘Tuthmosis Ill (c. 1490-1436 nc). Egypt became 
the paramount power of the Near East, with 
the princes of Syria-Palestine her tribute- 
paying vassals. Under the religious reformer 
‘Akhenaten (c. 1367-1350 8c) Egypt’s hold on 
the region weakened. Akhenaten moved the 
capital from Thebes to Akhet-Aten (El 
‘Amarna), where the famous Amarna letters 
(correspondence from the Canaanite city- 
states) were found. During the 19th Dynasty 
{c. 1300-1200 8c) Egypt's dominance in Syria- 
Palestine was reasserted by Seti Land 
Ramesses II, but after the reign of the last great 
warrior-pharaoh Ramesses I (1190-1160 8c) 
control was finally lost, allowing the rise of an 
independent Hebrew kingdom. 

‘on had close commercial and 
selena ties with Egypt (1 Ki. 7:8; 9:16; 
10:28-29). After Solomon's death Shishak 
campaigned in Palestine (see p. 46), but made 
no attempt to recover the former empire. 
Assyria conquered Egypt in 671 8c, The 
prophet Nahum (3:8-10) refers to 
Ashurbanipal's sack of Thebes (No-Amon) in 
663 9c. 

The prophets frequently refer to the 
declining power of Egyptin the Late Period, 
often naming major cities such as Zoan (Tanis, 
the effective capital c. 1100-660 ac), Memphis, 
‘Thebes, Heliopolis, Bubastis, Pelusium and 
‘Tahpanhes (Is. 19:11-13; 30:1-5; Je. 46; Ezk. 

). 

iter the fll of Jerusalem in 587 nc, Jews 
settled in the Delta and ‘the land of Pathros’, 
i.e, Upper Egypt between Memphis and 
Aswan (Je. 44:1). In the fifth century aca 
Jewish community flourished on the island of 
Elephantine near Aswan, 


Es ‘from Migdol to Syene’ (Ezk. 29:10), i.e. from 
tN Batata bath aah aL 
‘mentioned in the OT with a selection of other sites. For 
‘more detail of the E Delta in connection with the 
Bovasoaie sc para. 
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The inhabitants of Transjordan impinged 
ficantly on Israel's history, usually in the 
role of enemies. 

Israel first clashed with the peoples of 
‘Transjordan in the time of Moses. The king of 
Edom, whose territory reached Kadesh in the 
Wand included the King’ Highvray inthe E 
(Nu. 20:16-17), and probably Stretched from 
the Wadi Zered in the N to the Gulf of Aqabah 
in the S, refused Israel permission to traverse 
his kingdom on their way to Canaan (Nu. 20: 
18-2) Balak the king of Moab, whose S 
boundary was the Wadi Zered, was even more 
hostile, hirin; liad het Balaam to curse the 
new nation (Nu, }). He was ied in this 
‘opposition by the chiefs of the Midianites, who 
seem at this time to have shared territory with 
Moab (Nu. f,; 25:1-18; 31:1-12), though 
later their home lay S of Edom, Balak’s 
predecessor had lost the territory N of the river 
Amon (Nu. 21:26) to Sihon, king of the 
Amorites, who ruled from Heshi 
(Nu. 21:13, 27-30), Sihon also opposed Israel's 
passage but was defeated in batle (Nu. 21:23- 

); thus Israel occupied the territory between 
the Anon and the Jabbok, as far E as the 
boundary with the Ammonites. Og the king of 
Bashan also opposed Israel, but was likewise 
defeated (Nu. 21:33-35). 

‘The Moabites, Midianites and Ammonites 

sressors of Israel in the Judy 
--20; 6 ~ 8; 11:4-33). At the 
1ul's reign Nahash the king of 
ed Jabesh-gilead but was 
defeated by Saul (I Sa. 11:1-11), who also 
campaigned successfully against Edom and 
Moab (1'Sa. 14:47), Later, Moab, Ammon and 
Edom were totally subjugated by David (2 Sa. 
8:2, 12, 14; 12:26-31), 

Edom was always an opponent of Judah and 
earned the condemnation of the prophets (c.. 
Je. 497-22; Ob. I-14: f Ps. 137: Alter the 
{all of Jerusalem in 587 sc, Edomites settled in 
Judah $ of Hebron, and the area became 
known as Idumaea, 

For Israe!’s relations with Moab during the 
later monarchy, see pp. 47-48. 

‘The Ammonites raided Judah along with 
Moabites and Edomites in the time of 
Jehoshaphat, perhaps c. 850 ac, but Judah was 
saved when her enemies began fightin 
among themselves (2 Ch. 20:1-30). In 
following, sentry Ussish and Jotham both 
Tee tribute from the Ammonites (2 Ch. 

26:8; 27:5). They remained inveterate enemies 
of Judah, however (¢f.2 Ki. 24:2; Je. 40-11-14), 
and were fiercely denounced by the prophets 
(eg. Je. 49:1-6; Zp. 2:8-11). 

‘or description of the land, see page 23. 


‘The Kingdoms and peoples of Transjordan in the OT 
period. 


The Kingdoms of Transjordan 
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Philistia and Phoenicia. Theres still 
tincertainty concerning the 
identification of the sites of some ofthe 
ites of the Philistine pentapols (five 
towns). Philistine potery occurs 
characteistically a coastal sits, 
Joppa southaoars and inland to border 
sites such as Gezerand Debir, but has 
also ben four as far N 
and as for E as Tell Deir ‘Alla 


88 


Philistines 

According to Amos 9:7 the Philistines came 
from Caphtor (Crete or Cyprus). An attempted 
invasion of Egypt by the ‘Sea Peoples’, 
including Philistines (rst), was repulsed by 
Ramesses Ill in 1185 8, after which the 
Philistines fell back on § Canaan, where 
distinctive pottery attests their arrival. 
Subsequently they occupied much ofthe 
coastal plain S of Carmel, 

Although the OT attests the presence of 
(proto-) Philistines in $ Canaan from an early 

te (Gn. 26), it was after their major influx in 
the twelfth century ac that they became a 
persistent thorn in Israel's side (dg. 13 — 16; 
15a. 4ff.). David subdued them (2a. 5:17-25), 
but during the divided monarchy there was 
frequent fighting along the border with Judah 
(Ki. 15:27; 2 Ch. 21:16-17; 26:6). 

A serious invasion occurred in the reign of 
Ahaz (c. 732-716 0c), when the Philistines 
captured several towns in the Shephelah and 
resettled them (2Ch. 28:18; cf. Is. 9:11-12). 
The last reference to Philistines in the Bible 
‘comes from the post-exilic period when 
Zechariah prophesied against them (Ze. 9:5-7). 

‘The culture of the Philistines was largel 
that of Canaan, in spite of their foreign origins, 
‘The three gods of the Philistines mentioned i 
the Bible, Ashtaroth (1 Sa. 31:10), ‘Baal-zebub, 
the god of Ekron’ (2 Ki. 1:16), and Dagon 
(Jdg. 16:23; 1 Sa. 5:1-5), were worshipped 

lely in the ancient Near East. 

The term ‘Palestine’ derives from the name 
of the Philistines and their territory. It was first 
used in.a broader sense, to designate $ Syria 
generally, by Herodotus (c. 450 Bc). 


Phoenicians 
By the twelfth century oc, Israelite and 

ilistine settlement in the S, and Aramaean 
pressure inland, had restricted the Canaanites 
tothe coastal strip N of Carmel, where they 
‘emerged as the sea-faring Phoenicians of the 
first millennium xc. 

By the ninth century 8c, asa result of their 
initiative in maritime ventures, the Phoenicians 
had colonies in Sardinia, Cyprus (Kition) and 
Karatepe (N Taurus). By the eighth century ve 
the important colony of Carthage in N Africa 
had also been founded, and there were other 
settlements in Tunisia and Sicily. 

David and Solomon had commercial treaties 
with Hiram of Tyre, the chief Phoenician port 
oftheir day (2 Sa. 5:11; 1 Ki. 5:1-12; 9:27; 

10:22). Ahab's wife, Jezebel, was the daughter 
of Hiram’s successor Ethbaal. The marriage 
unfortunately brought Phoenician religion into 
israel ona large scale (1 Ki, 16:32; 18:19), The 
major cities of Tyre and Sidon are frequently 
mentioned by the OT prophets (¢.g. Is. 23; 

Je. 47:4; Ezk. 27-28; Joel 3:4; Zc. 9:2-4). 
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Around 1100 8c a number of Aramaean states 
came into existence to the N and NE of 
Palestine. Saul (c. 1050-1010 sc) and David 

{€ 1010-970 sc) both fought against Zobah, 
David defeating its king Hadadezer on two 
‘occasions (I Sa. 14:47; 2Sa. 8:3; 10:6-19), 
Hadadezer was a powerful ruler, able to 
command the support of ie Keen 
states, including Bit-Idini (Beth-Eden) beyond 
the Euphrates (¢f 2a. 10:6, 8, 16, 19). David 
also defeated the Aramaeans of Damascus 
who came to Hadadezer’s aid, subsequently 
annexing ‘Aram of Damascus’ (2 Sa. 8:5-6). 
The king of Hamath (Toi or Tou), an erstwhile 
enemy of Hadadezer, became David's ally 
(vassal?) (25a. 8:9-10). 

Solomon is reported to have taken ‘Hamath- 
Zobah’ (2 Ch. 8:3-4), which probably means 
that he put down a revolt in the region where 
Zobah adjoined Hamath. He had no success, 
however, in dealing with a later rebellion, 
Rezon, a former servant of Hadadezer of 
Zobah, became the leader of a band of 
marauders operating from Damascus. 
Eventually, he became king in Damascus and 
‘opposed Solomon for the rest of the latter's 
reign (1 Ki, 11:23-25), Under Rezon’s 
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The Aramaeans 


successors in Damascus (Hezion, Tabrimmon 
and Ben-hadad |, listed in 1 Ki. 15:18), whose 
reigns probably spanned the period c. 925-850 
5 Damascus became a powerful Aramacan 
state which posed a grave threat to Israel. 

Itis uncertain whether the Ben-hadad who 
fought against Ahab (1 Ki. 20:1-34; 2 Ki. 6:24— 
7.2) and was assassinated in the later’ reign 
(2 Ki. 8:7-15) was Ben-hadad I with a long 
reign (c. 900-843 8c?) ora second king of the 
‘same name (c, 860-843 8c). His murderer 
Hazael, who seized the throne, was even more 
vigorous in his attacks on Israel, taking, 
Tranjordan from Jehu (2 Ki, 10:32-33) and 
reducing the kingdom to desperate straits 
under Jehoahaz (2 Ki. 13:1-7). However, under 
Jehoash lost territory was and 
Damascus itself was subjugated by Jeroboam II 
(2Ki. 13:25; 14:25, 28). 

Damascus next appears as Israel's ally. In 
734 8c Rezin of Damascus and Pekah of Israel 

, appealed for 
Assyrian aid and Tiglath-pileser III destroyed 
Damascus in 732 0c (2 Ki. 16:5-9). More 
Aramaean states also fell before the armies of 
Assyria (cf. 2 Ki. 18:34; 19:12-13), 


‘Aramaean states ofthe period 


of the Israelite monarchies, 
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The Assyrian Empire 


The Assyrian Empire at 

the ages during 
expansion, 

880-0408 


agg ert 


Although Assyria had made considerable 
conquests during the period c.1300-1100 pc, 
between c.1100 and 900 8c its power was 
contained by the activities of Aramaean tribes 
in the W. Under Tukulti-Ninurta I (890-884 
fc) and his son Ashurbanipal Il (883-859 ac) 
Assyria embarked once more on vigorous 
military action. Ashurbanipal subdued the 
Middle Euphrates region and the tribes of the 
Ehills, and in the W reached Lebanon and 
tia. This was the beginning of a of 
sustained Assyrian pressure against the W. 

Ashurbanipal’s son Shalmaneser Ill (858-824 
'c) further extended Assyria’s domains. In 
response to his capture of Carchemish in 857 
8c, ten W kings opposed him at Qargar in 853. 
‘Shalmaneser records that the forces opposing 
hhim included 2,000 chariots and 10,000 men 
supplied by ‘Ahab the Israelite’. The battle 
seems to have been indecisive, but by 841 sc 
the W coalition had broken up. In that year 
Shalmaneser received tribute from the hes of 
Tyre and Sidon, and from Jehu of Israel. 

lowever, the latter years of Shalmaneser’s 
‘eign saw his empire weakened by rebelion, 
and by his death in 824 sc all the conquered W 
territories were lost. 

Assyria’s imperialism revived under Tiglath- 
pilese Ill (745-727 0c). He consolidated. © 
Assyrian control in Babylon and then subdued 
the regions to the N and W. In 734 Bc he 
marched down the coast of Phoenicia and 
Philistia as far as Gaza, partly in response to 


Ahaz's request for aid against Israel and 
Damascus (2 Ki. 165-7) He destro 

Damascus in 732 nc, and took from Israel her N 
territories (2 Ki, 15:29) from which he created 
an Assyrian province; the land remaining to 
Samaria became a subject-state. Judah actually 
fared little better, since Ahaz accepted 
vassaldom himself in return for Assyrian aid 
(2Ki. 16:7-18), Notwithstanding Hezekiah’s 
attempted rebellion, and the miraculous 
discomfiture of the army which Sennacherib 
sent against him (se pb), Judah remained a 
vassal state until the final years of the empire's 
existence. 

When Israel's king Hoshea withheld tribute 
and made overtures to Egypt, Tiglath-pileser’s 
son Shalmaneser V (726-722 6c) besieged 
Samaria (2 Ki. 17:1-5). The city fell after three 
years (in 722 8c) and Israel became a province 


of the empire (2 Ki. 17:6, 24). 
Lower xy was brought under Assyria’s 
rule by iddon in 672 ec, and though it 
rebelled in 669 nc it was reconquered by 
Ashurbanipal (668~c. 627 6c) under whom the 
‘empire reached its greatest extent. However, it 
then began to disintegrate rapidly. Under 
attack from Babylonia and the Medes, Assyria 
lost its grip on the W states. In Judah, this 
freedom was manifested by Josiah’s reforms. 
After the fall of Nineveh foretold by Nahum 
and Zephaniah) in 612 bc, Ashur-uballit 
attempted to rule from Haran but was 
defeated in 609 ac by the Babylonians. 
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Early history 
For the early history of Babylor 
€, 2000 Bc, see p. 85 (Sumer and Akkad). 

From the power struggles which followed 
the collapse of the Thi sty of Ur (C. 2006 
8c), Babylon eventually emerged as the seat of 
an Amorite dynasty (First Dynasty of Babylon, 
1894-1595 uc). The sixth king of this line, 
Hammurapi (1792-1750 nc) is well-known for 
his collection of 282 laws. 

‘The collapse ofthis dynasty under Hittite 
attack in 1595 nc was followed by a period of 
rule by the Kassites from the E hills (1595-1174 
'c). During the following centuries, Babylonia 
remained weak, though independent except 
for brief periods of Assyrian control. In 745 8c 
Tiglath-pileser Il of Assyria consolidated this 
control, proclaiming himself ‘King of Sumer 
and Akkad’ and claiming the throne of 
Babylon. Assyria ruled Babylon thereafter 
tuntl 626 8c, apart from brief periods when 
Babylon was in the hands of rebel kings such 
as Marduk-apla-iddina, the biblical Merodach- 
baladan (2 Ki. 20:12-19). 

Following the death of the Assyrian king 
Ashurbanipal (669-627 8c), the local 
Babylonian tribes supported the Chaldean 


Nabopolassar against the Assyrian Sin-shar- 
ishkun, and Nabopolassar became king of 
Babylon in 626, ber besinaitig the Neo- 


Babylonian or Chaldean Dynasty (626-599 x). 
Chaldea was the later name for Sumer, and in 
periods when Chaldean kings ruled Babylon, 


especially during the Neo-Babylonian dynasty, 
dean’ was used as a synonym for 
‘Babylonian’ (e.g. Is. 13:19; 47:1, 5; 48:14, 20; 
Ezk. 23:23). 


With the fall of Nineveh to the Babylonians 
and Medes in 612 8c, the Assyrian empire was 
‘effectively finished. In 605 8c Ni { 
crown-prince, Nebuchadrezzai 
Egyptians at Carchemish, thus takin 
whole of Syria-Palestine under Babylon's 

Hi. 2427; Je. 462) and bringing a new 
Babylonian empire into existence. Jerusalem's 
king Jehoiakim, a vassal of the Egyptian 

araoh Neco Il, submitted to 

lebuchadrezzar (2 Ki. 24:1). Daniel and other 
hostages were taken from Jerusalem to 
Babylon at this time (Dn. 1:1-7). 

ile in Palestine in 605 8c, Nebuchad- 
rezzat received news that Nabopolassar had 
died. He rode back to Babylon where he 
claimed the throne on 6 September. (This 
information is supplied by the Babylonian 
Chronicle, an important and reliable source for 
the period.) In 604 sc Nebuchadrezzar 
received tribute from all the kings of Syria- 
Palestine. 

In 601 8c Babylon clashed again with Egypt 
and sustained heavy losses. This may have’ 
been the event which inspired Jehoiakim to 
rebel (2K, 24:1). In eaponse the re-equipped 
Babylonian army marched into Palestine agai 
in December 58880, The Babylonian Chronicle 
records how Nebuchadrezzar ‘besieged the 


control (2 
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The Babylonian Empire 


‘The extent of the shért- 
lived Babylonian 
Empire 
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The Babylonian Empire 
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4Marduk gate 12 Temple of Ninmah 20 N Citadel 
SZababagate 13 Templeofishtar 21 Reservoir? 


Babylon atthe time of 
‘Nebuchadrezzar, 605: 


city of Judah, capturing it on the second day of 
euch Fr h ipturing, y 


16 March 597 bc). He captured its 
king, appointed a ruler of his own choice and, 
having taken much spoil from the city, sent it 
back to Babylon. The OT tells how Jehoiakim’s 
young successor Jehoiachin was taken into 
exile after a reign of only three months, along, 
with other members of the royal court and the 
administration, warriors and artisans (2 Ki. 
24:8-16). The new vassal-king appointed by 
Nebuchadrezzar was Jehoiachir’s uncle, 
Mattaniah, who acquired the name Zedekiah 
on ascending the throne (2 Ki. 24:17). 

Nine yar later, in spite of the advice of 
Jeremiah (of. Je. 27:1 15), Zedekiah also 
rebelled. The ensuing two-year siege of 
Jerusalem by the Babylonian army, interrupted 


briefly by an Egyptian intervention (Je. 37:5— 
10), ended with the capture of the city in 587 Bc. 
Zedekiah was taken to Nebuchadrezzar in 
Riblah, where he was blinded and sent into 
exile in Babylon, Jerusalem was then totally 
destroyed and more of the people deported. 
Judah was left a dependent province under 
Gedialiah (2 Ki 25:F 23; Je 32:29), In S8D/B1 8, 
a further deportation to Babylon took place 

Ge. 52:30), 


Nebuchadrezzar 

Probably many of the craftsmen taken from 
Judab to Babylon by Nebuchadrezzar were put 
to work in his project for refurbishing the city. 
This work of restoration was begun by 
Nabopolassar and was continued by 
Nebuchadrezzar and his wife Amyfis. Modern 
‘excavations, combined with the evidence of 
thousands of inscribed tablets, have made 
possible a fairly detailed reconstruction of the 
‘ity as rebuilt by Nebuchadrezzar. He rebuilt 
the temples of Marduk and Nabi (Nebo), and 
‘equipped the city with a system of multiple 
defence walls, the outer one large enough for 
chariots to be driven along the top. There were 
eight gates, the famous Tshtar gate on the N 
side marking a great processional way through 
the city. This was some 920 m (c. 3,020 ft) long, 
its walls decorated with scenes composed of 
‘enamelled bricks, Ited to the temple of 

sagila and the ziggurat (temple 

mm it another road led W to cross the 
Euphrates linking the ancient capital with the 
city on the W bank. Nebuchadrezzar also 
provided the city with new canals. His great 
‘works of restoration are the subject of his 
boasting in Daniel 4:30. 

Of the last thirty years of Nebuchadrezzar’s 
reign little is known, Hence there is no 
corroboration of the madness which afflicted 
him for seven months (or 'times’) according to 
Daniel 4:23-33. He was succeeded by his son 
‘Amél-Marduk (562-560 nc), the Evi-merodach 
of 2 Kings 25:27-30, which mentions him for 
his favourable treatment of the exiled 
Jehoiachin. 

‘Amél-Marduk was assassinated in a plot led 
by Nebuchadrezzar's son-in-law Neriglissar, 
who then took the throne (560-556 nc). He was 
succeeded by his son Labagi-Marduk, who 
reigned only nine months before Nabonidus 
seized power. Nabonidus appears to have been 
an eccentric individualist and was for ten years 
‘exiled from Babylon, staying in Tema 
(N Arabia) where he seems fo have exercised 
local influence. He returned just before 
Babylon fell to the Persian king Cyrus in 539 8c 
(in t of Is. 44:24-28; 45:13; etc.). His 
son Delshazzar, whw had acted as co-regent 
during his exile, was killed (Dn. 5:30) and 
Nabonidus was exiled to Carmenia. 
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‘The Persian Empirein Cyrus Il (the Great) of Persia came to the 
thefith century w:, throne in 559 8c. He effectively founded the 
extending ‘from Indin Persian (Achaemenid) Empire in 550 ec when 
to Ethiopia’ (Est. 1:1) he conquered his erstwhile overlord Astyages 
of Media. In 547 bc he marched through 
Assyria (hen part of the Babylonian 
roesus of Lydia (Lud), taking 
his capital at Sardis. By 540 ac he was 
threatening Babylonia itself, and in 539 he 
Dylon without a fight, 
and jubilation’ (inscription on the Clay 
Cylinder of Cyrus), welcomed by its 
the restorer of the worship of Mardul 
ttles bein, 
in Palestine by Cyrus; itis likely that Sy 
Palestine fell to him automatically with the 
conquest of Babylon. His empire thus 
stretched from the Iranian highlands in the E 


and defeated 


entered Bal 


‘There is no evidence of 


to the border of Egypt in the 


into districts (satrapies) and Paiestine 

of these, Abar Nahara, i.e. 
"Beyond the River Euphrates)’. 

In his first year Cyrus issued a decree 

which he ‘gathered together all the inhabitants 
(who were exiles) and returned them to their 
homes’, at the same time restoring deities of 
peoples conquered by Nebuchadrezzar to their 


belonged to the fift 


‘own renovated temples (Clay 
inscription). The release of| 


rebuilding of the Jerusalem Temple (Ezr. 1:1-4) 


occurred in this context. 


‘Two edits of Cyrus concerning the Jews are 
- The one quoted in Ezra 


recorded in the O' 


6:3-5isin Aramaic, the administrative 
language used throughout much of the Persian 
Empire reveals that Cyrus was prepared to 
meet the cost of rebuilding the Temple from 
the royal treasury. He was not giving the Jews 
blank cheque, however the elit species 
the dimensions and the materials to be used. 
The edict in Ezra 1:2-4is in Hebrew, probably 
translation or paraphrase of an Aramaic 
sriginal. Cyrus apparent acknowledgement of 
Yahweh in v. 2 has led some to doubt the 
authenticity of this edict, but itis entirely in 
keeping with his practice; e.g. in Babylonia 
Cyrus honoured Marduk not his own gods. 

‘Cyrus’ son and successor, Cambyses (530- 
5220c), conquered Egypt in 525 uc (though it 
subsequently rebelled and had to be 
reconquered a number of times), and his 
successor, Darius I (522-486 0c), reached India, 
Thus in the Book of Esther, the events of 
which are set in the reign of Xerxes | 
(Ahasuerus, 486-465 8c), we read of ‘the 
satraps and the governors and the princes of 
the provinces from India to Ethiopia, a 
hundred and twenty-seven provinces’ (Est. 
89). 

‘The disastrous outcome of Xerxes’ invasion 
of Greece in 481-479 nc foreshadowed the 
eventual demise of the Persian Empire some 
150 years later. In 334 ac, Alexander of 
Macedon (the Great) invaded the empire, 
following Xerxes’ route inthe reverse direction 
and by 331 ac conquered all the major cities. 


In their small, independent cities (poleis) — 
self-governing states — the Greeks developed a 
culture with sophisticated forms, theories and 
rractices in the fields of poetry, literature 
jets thetoric, drama, etc.), thought 
(philosophy, myth-allegory, science) and art. 
Greek culivre Geetined 6 develop in all these 
fields after Alexander's conquests, but in 
political and cultural terms it became also.a 
prestigious export, the province often of a 
cultured minority like the poets, scientists and 
scholars whom Prolemy Philadelphus 

athered around him at Alexandria, where 
they had the largest library in the Greek world 
(20,000 volumes catalogued in the first twenty 

ea 
Wis wworth noting that in Egypt the 
schoolmaster and the man who directed the 
‘gymnastic-training of boys had special tax 
immunities, like the victors in the Games at 
‘Alexandria, The Greek tradition of competitive 
culture, both intellectual and physical, asa 
school of training for the leisured class (who 
effectively governed), took root as the 
hallmark of the claim to be Greek (it was not 
essentially a racial matter). 

The Greeks continued to prize learning. The 
great centres of culture included Cyrene, 

‘asus (whence we have the names of many 
scholars and philosophers from the second 
century 8c on, but their works are lost), 
Rhodes (300-50 nc), the islands Cos and Samos 
{third century ac) and Syracuse (on Sicily), 
where the mathematical theorist and 
Ingenta inventor (eureka!) Archimedes lived. 
Athens remained the major university-town of 
the Greek world with new forms of drama and 
new schools of philosophy. The Academy, the 
Lyceum, the Stoa, the Garden (schools of 


Plato, Aristotle, Zeno and Epicurus) flourished. 


‘The highest centre of scholarship and poetry 
was Alexandria, developed as a cultural centre 
by Ptolemy Il Philadelphus (285-246 ac). Here 
scholars and poets whose leisure was bought 
by royal patronage argued as to whether one 
could continue to imitate the lengthy epics of 
Homer (how to imitate perfection’), or 
whether the shorter form of a few hundred 
lines, displaying craftsmanship and 
cleverness, should not be one's delight. 

‘The pastoral poems and mimes o! 
Theocritus are impressive products, but so is 
the long ’Voyage of the Argo’ (a new epic) by 
Apollonius of Rhodes. The scholars were 
trying to ‘establish’ the text of Homer, the 
tragedians, ec; they began to use accents, 
punctuation and quantity-marks as tools of 
precision. They were immensely industrious: 
Aristarchus of Samothrace (217-145 8c) wrote 
‘commentaries on more than 800 works of 
Greek literature. In science Euclid, Aristarchos 
‘of Samos and Eratosthenes of Cyrene (as well 
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as Archimedes) were great names. New Greece (ancient 
medion eoees ofthe bose heamoirend Ant 
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This tradition then passed to Rome, which 
became the new centre of Greek culture, 
formulating a new Roman literature and 

hilosophy in reaction to its Greek models. It 

in with translations of Greek works by 

captured slaves, followed by visits of Greek 

hhilosophers and teachers of rhetoric. The 
ideas and forms of the Alexandrian poets and 
their classical predecessors penetrated to 
Catullus and Horace and Vergil. Menander’s 
Greek ‘Comedy of Manners’ was taken up by 
Terence and Plautus in Latin. The Roman 
Empire provided a secure political frame for 
such leisured activity. In the E half of the 
Roman Empire Greek remained also the 
language of business, law and administration 
(Latin in the W). Educated Romans were 
oy to read and understand Greek as well 
as Latin. 

hat hellenism penetrated the Jewish 

‘Diaspora’ (those dis from the Hol 
Land sake Gear free the works of PRIS of 
Alexandria, and the need for the Septuagint (a 
Greek translation of Hebrew scriptures). 
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EMPIRES AND PEOPLES: 
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The cultural heritage of Greece 


Athens: the Acropolis, 
‘showing the dominant 
position of the 
Parthenon, built 
between 447 and 438 
Ac, 


“SS ~Renathensic Way 


‘$108 Basileios Library of 
rs ‘ 
so = 


Odeum of Herodes pe 
(ao2nd cent) : Zan 
House of 
Hemet. Erechtheum Sanctuary 
the Anephoro banstuat 


Temple of 
Athena Nike 


96 


EMPIRES AND PEOPLES 
Inter-testamental period 


Ruins of Corinth, The 
Acropolis 
(Acrocorinth’) 
dominates the city in 
the plain below, View 
along Lechaeum road 
towards the city centre. 


Plan of the centre of 
Corinth, refounded asa 
Roman colony 
1, incorporaitin 
remains of the 

city dating from ¢.540 
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The Hellenistic Kingdoms 
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‘The Hellenistic 
Kingdoms during 
Maccabean times (after 
188 60), 
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Alexander (who died in 323 8) conquered the 
Persian empire; his generals split it between 
them. They and their successors also planted 
colonies of Greek veterans at strategic military 

nts and on important trade-routes, mainly 
in the old towns and cities, where the native 
urban aristocracies became ‘hellenized’ 
Ptolemy Lagi secured Egypt (323 ac), Seleucus 
‘secured Babylon (312 8c) and the Antigonids 
Macedonia. In 301 8c Seleucus occupied N 
Syria, where he founded Antioch, his capital; 
Ptolemy occupied § Syria, perhapsas far N as 
Damascus. The Ptolemaic province is called 
‘Syria and Phoenicia’ in the Zeno papyri 
(259-258 nc). But the map illustrates a later 
time (the Maccabaean revolt began in 167 8), 
after 188 8c, when the Seleucid Antiochus Ill 
(223-187 ac) had taken § Syria from the 
Ptolemies or Lagids. 

‘The Seleucid realm looks enormous, but in 
fact it was already facing checks both to the W 
and to the E; the Ptolemaic realm, though 


smaller, was more secure, more stable and 
more prosperous. Though Antiochus IV (175- 
164 ac) still possessed nearer Iran (Media and 
Persis), the Parthians were about to overrun it 
and advance to the Euphrates. In the W the 
Roman senate had forced Antiochus III out of 
Asia Minor after the battle of Magnesia (Treaty 
‘of Apamea, 188 8c), giving the lost Seleucid 
territory to Rome’sallies, the smaller Greek 
states of Pergamum and Rhodes. From this 
time on Roman political pressure dogged and 
‘weakened the Seleucid house. 

In 64 wc Syria became a Roman province, the 
Seleucid house extinguished; in 30 8c Egypt 
was annexed, the Ptolemaic house gone. 

Comparison with map 99 (the Parthian 
Empire in 51 8c) will show the ancient trade- 
routes on which many of the Seleucid cities 
were located. 

For lists of the Seleucid rulers of Syria and 
the Ptolemaic rulers of Egypt see pages 116 
and 117. 


EMPIRES AND PEOPLES: 
Inter-testamental period 


The Parthian Empire 


BD counaory otto Pandian Emoto in St8e 


‘The Parthians, first heard of in the late third 
century 8c as the Aparni or Parni, were then 
powerful enough to overcome the Seleucid 
governor (see map 57) of province which the 

ersians had called Parthaoa. From this 
province they henceforth took their name, 
when they later erupted W against first the 
Seleucids and then the Romans. 

‘Around 150-140 sc Mithradates founded 
their empire at Seleucid expense. Mithradates 
(171-137 ac) took both nearer Iran (Media and 
Persis) and the river lowlands (Babylonia and 
Elam in the S, Mesopotamia in the N) from the 
Seleucid kingdom, leaving little more than 
Syria itself in the hands of Tryphon (142-138 
1c). 

Mithradates Il (123-87 8c) came even further 
W, entering Dura-Europus in 113 ec. He 
claimed that the Parthians were descended 
from Artaxerxes Mnemon the Achaeme 
and used the old Persian title ‘King of 
on his coins. Around 94 8c he pushed the 


boundaries of the Parthian empire through the 
small N M smian princedoms of 
Adiabene, Gordyene and Osrhoene. But 
Parthian attempts on Armenia were checked 
by Pompey 

In 54.8 the Roman Crassus attacked the 
Parthians in the desert of N Mesopotamia. At 
Harran (Carrhae) the Roman eagles were lost 
ina humiliating disaster. In 51 8c the Parthians 
invaded the Roman province of Syria and 
reached Antioch, but were driven back’ 
Cassius Longinus. In 41 or 40 uc the Parthian 
Prince Pacorus, son of Orodes Il (57-37 8c), 
aided by a Roman renegade Labienus, 
‘conquered Syria, Phoenicia (except Tyre) and 
Palestine, but was defeated and killed by 
Ventidius in 38 xc. Pacorus had supported the 
last Hasmonaean prince, Antigonus 
Mattathiah, against Herod (who fled to 
Masada). But the Roman legions secured the 
throne for Herod, and proved too powerful for 
the Parthians. 


‘The Parthian Empire. 
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Pompey’s ‘Eastern Settlement’ (64-63 8c), in 
the latter days of the Roman Republic, was 
followed by such in the power- 
struggles in Italy that when Octavian 
(Augustus) at last founded a stable admin- 
istration he was seen as the saviour of Roman 
civilization; ‘Men could hope for nothing more 
from the gods. than Augustus bestowed! on 
the Republic... (Velleius Paterculus). 
InNT times the Roman Empire provided 
stability, order and the rule of law for those 
countries it conquered. Augustus established 
the fact that the emperor (not the senate) 
gpntoled the frontierarmies in Asia Minor, 
Syria anc and in Bur on the 
and the Danube, He crested 4 sanding army 
‘of twenty-eight legions, some 6,000 heavy 
infantry in each, supplemented by cavalry and 
light-armed auxiliaries. It was normal for up to 
thirteen legions to defend the Rhine-Danul 
border, and four legions were placed in Syria 
against the Parthians (see map 99). 

in the E problems of administration, 
pacification, civilization and defence were 
partly solved by the ‘buffer-states’, client- 
dependencies ruled on behalf of Rome by kings, 
ethnarchs and tetrarchs (in descending rank). 
Some of the princes were total aliens to the 
peoples they ruled; others were native (a at 

“ommagene, in Nabataean Arabia, at Emesa), 

Herod of Judaea was between these two: not 
Jewish, not of high priestly line, but loca 
half Idumaean, half Arab (son of Antipater and 
Kypros), from the area forcibly judaized by 
John Hyrcanus (135-104 8c) (see pp. 58 and 
167), For Rome the Jews were the classic 
instance of a difficult to because 
of their acute re! IS sensitivities. Herod 
dealt imly with his people, and maintained 

Ww in his fand, a isite 2 
Other territories were therefore added to Rim 
by Augustus. Apparently the turaean rulers 

icis and Abilene proved less able: 

Trachonitis, Paneas, 

all became Herodian 


Batanaea, Auranit 
Ulatha and Gaular 
tenitories (see Lk 3: ‘ 
ugustus also established a principle of 
succession in his own family which gave 
further stability to the Empire. Few changes 
were made by these ‘Julio-Claudians’ 
(Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius and Nero) during 
the years AD 14 to 68. Cappadocia, Lycia and 
Mauretania became provinces; parts of Britain 
were . The Jews of Judaea, Idumaca 
and Samaritis asked for direct Roman rule 
instead of Herod Archelaus. A succession of 
obscure ‘prefects’, experienced administrators 
of middle (ears) rank rather than the 
aristocrats who governed the large provinces, 
came and went until ap 41: Coponius, 
Ambivius, Rufus, Gratus, Pontius Pilate, 
Marcellus and Marullus. These men governed 


for the emperor direct, whereas in some other 
provinces the governors were responsible to 


the senate. 

Agrippa, who came to rule all of Herod’s 
former kingdom (Judaea, ap 41-44 only) and 
was the personal friend of Caligula (Gaius) and 
of Claudius, wasa popular ruler, seoumed by 
his people and praised for his piety. Je 
Paleotine reverted to direc Roman rue after he 
died, but this no longer satisfied the people. 
The Hors fom AD 44 10 66 were in 
creasingly heavy-handed and unpopular (Felix, 
ahoanaerane ‘singled out gs lame- 
worthy by Josephus), and the rule of law gave 
say to comuption and brigandage. Jewish 
aristocrats who showed pro-Roman sympathies 
were assassinated by extreme Zealots, called 
Knifemen (Sicarii). Nero was ‘vicious and vain, 
‘cruel and lustful’ (Scullard); he won the hatred 
of senate, ., armies, Jews and Christians, 
and he died heirless in aD 68. 

In AD 66 the Judaean nationalists revolted, 
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CYRENE 


and defeated in turn the troops of Florus, 

eps Itand the Syrian legate (governor). It 
resources of the: 

Vespasian and his son Ties (with te 

legions, auxiliaries and allied forces) to secure 

the country in aD 67-70, and overcome Zealot 

resistance in the fortresses of Herodium, 

Machaerus and Masada from 4071 974 

Halfway through the struggle Vespasiai 

hurried back to Rome. After three rivals — 


Galba, Otho and Vitellitus — had failed (the 
years called ‘Year of the Four Emperors’) he 


Established himself as emperorin 40 69. lis 
short-lived dynasty (only his sons Titus and 
Domitian followed him, and the line ended in 
‘AD 96) ruled ata time when Judaea received a 
Senatorial (aristocratic) governor who 
commanded a permanent legion (Legio X 
‘the pevod of Neva, T 

period of Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, 
Antontaus Pius and Marcus urate (45 96- 
180) - by a convenient fiction known as the 


(Anne death of Augustus 00 14 
(__] Aditions between Augustus and Trajan AD 14:98 
( Aaations under Tan A056 


Teertores eas of he 
‘Tajn were abandoned 


conquered by 


Antonines ~ was characterized by Gibbon as 


the most ithe Roman 
pire, Acivic minded upper class of 


served on their city councils, and 

sme citizens and senators (even emperors: 
Trajan was a Spanish senator). Client- 
kingdoms, their task of pacification complete, 
were swallowed up. . When 
Agnppall died in 2058) ), Ituraea reverted to 
the province of. pik did Chalcis and 
Emésa at about that time. Trajan’s military 
accesses agains the Parluane were repped 
asan ‘adventure’ by Hadrian, who reverted to 
the Flavian frontiers again, In Judaea Hadrian 
himself precipitated a second revolt in AD 135 
(known, from the name of its leader, as the 
Bar-Kokhba revolt) by his plan to re-found 
Jerusalem as Aelia Capitolina, dedicated to the 
Capitoline Jupiter. The revolt was overcome by 


the legions, and the province reconstituted as 
Syria Baloesing ‘a governor of consular 
rank with two legions. 


‘The Roman Empire. 
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There is some archaeological evidence for a 
settlement at Jerusalem before 2000 8c, but it is 
in the following millennium that the city 
begins to emerge into history. Its referred to 
in the Egyptian Execration Texts of the 
‘eighteenth century 8c, and a section of wall of 
this date was excavated on the E slope of the 
SE hill by Kathleen Kenyon. If the Salem of Gn. 
14:18 is Jerusalem (¢f Ps. 76:2), its existence at 
the time of Abraham has biblical warrant. 
Elsewhere, the mountain on which Isaac was 
offered is identified with the Temple Mount of 
later Jerusalem (of. Gn. 22:2; 2 Ch, 3:1). 
Jerusalem is named again in the Amarna 
letters of the fourteenth century wc, where its 
king is one Abdi-Khiba. 

When the Israelites entered Canaan they 
attacked Jerusalem but were only partially 
successful in conquering it (dg. 1:8, 21), and it 
remained a stronghold of the Jebusites until 
David's time. The Jebusite city was confined to 
the SE ridge, being dependent on the Gihon 
spring for its water-supply. 

David conquered the city (2Sa, 5:6-10), 
making Ithis new capital, By creating a capital 
on the border between Judah and Benjamin, 
he probably hoped to end inter-tribal rivalry, 
David had royal quarters built there (2 Sa. 
5:11), and installed the ark within the city 
(25a. 6:12-19), but the work of building a 
{Temple to house it fell Solomon (1 Ki. 6:1), 
Solomon also created a new and impressive 
palacecomplex (1 Ki, 71-8; 9:24 

uilding activity took place to the N of the old 
Jebusite city, and a new wall was built to 
enclose the enlarged area (1 Ki. 3:1; 9:15) 

It is not clear how the city spread to include 
the W ridge. Archaeological evidence places 
this extension in the eighth century 8c, when 
Jerusalem and Judah reached a new peak of 
strength under Azariah/Uzziah (of. 2 Ch. 26:9), 
but there is disagreement over whether the S 
part of this was occupied or only the N. Itis 
possible that the extension remained unwalled 
Luntil the reign of Hezekiah, and that the ‘other 
wall’ which he built outside the existing one 
(2Ch. 32:5) was the first attempt to enclose 
and fortify this area. The W extension may 
‘well be the section of the city later referred to 
as the Second Quarter or Mishneh (2 Ki. 

22:14), 

Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchad. 
rezzar in 587 8c, and although resettled later 
that century, it was not rebuilt as a walled city 
until the time of Nehemiah (mid-fifth century 
8) ona smaller scale than the pre-exilic city 


Abo Jes, the sit of the City of David, Jerusalem, on 
the SE hill, Mt Zion. 


Below: Jerusalem from Solomon to Hezekiah, showing 
‘extensions tothe Nand W, including the Temple area 
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Hellenistic Jerusalem 
Antiochus Epiphanes plundered the Temple. 
In 168 Bc he built the Akra (Citadel) at 
Jerusalem, and established in ita Syrian 
Jatrson which dominated the city until 141 ac. 
he location of this garrison is disputed but, 
since excavation has found no traces of 
settlement on the W hill in the Persian, 
Ptolemaicand Seleucid periods, it was 
Probably Sof the Temple Mount. The history 
of the Akra can be followed in I Macc. Itis 
unlikely that its remains will ever be found: 
when Simon the Maccabee at last rid the city of 
its garrison, he razed the Akra to the ground, 
and levelled the hill on which it had stood: 


He summoned an Assembly, and 
rsuaded the people ...and they all 
devoted their energies to levelling the 
hill, After unceasing toil day and night 
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Artificial 


Upper house of the king 
per uen of 


BISeThON= 


Upper chamber of the corner 
House of the temple servants 
{Ghunercf Meshiale son of Berechih 
son. 
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for three full years they reduced it to 
ground-level, and made it flat and 
smooth. And when the Citadel and the 
hill on which it had stood were gone the 
‘Temple stood out above all else (Jos. Ant, 
13.216-7). 


Under the last Maccabees or the Hasmonaean 
princes Jerusalem expanded onto the W hill 
(later second century 8c). Excavation by Johns, 
AmirarvEitan and Broshi has identified the 
‘First Wall’ of Josephus as Hasmonaean in the 
W line (the Citadel of today and the Turkish 
Wall going S from it), while Bliss and Dickie 
have uncovered the $ line (also Hasmonaean).. 
Most recently the assumed N line, based on 
Josephus, has been confirmed by excavation, 
Possibly too the Gate Gennath has been found 
by Avigad (Discovering Jerusalem, pp. 50, 68). 


tairs descending 
from City of David | Probable reconstruction of Jerusalem us 


rebuilt by Nehemiah inthe fifth century 8 
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Jerusalem in New Testament times 


Jerusalem atthe time of Herod the Great 
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Herodian Jerusalem 
Roman generals forced their way into the city 
in 63 and 54 8c, a Parthian army plundered it 
in 40, and three years later Herod the Great 
took it by conquest. Perhaps before his advent 
the ‘Second North Wall’ described by Josephus 
was built by one of the last Hasmonaean 
rulers, enclosing an area N of the First Wall. 
Herod enjoyed the goodwill of the emperor 
Augustus; territories which Pompey had 
detached from the Hasmonaean state returned 
to the Herodian one. He built walls and towers 
in Jerusalem, cities and fortresses beyond it. 
The city-plan on this page shows some of his 
notable projects: the Temple Mount, the 
Antonia fortress and the Upper Palace the 
royal palace in the Upper City) with its three 
great towers, 

Ttwas the palace in the Upper City which 


served as the residence of the Roman 
governors after Herod (ap 6-41, 44-66). This 
was the practorium where Jesus was brought to 
trial before the prefect Pontius Pilate. Only 
substructures have survived for the excavators 
to find. The cloisters of Bethesda near the 
Sheep Gate (Jn. 5:2) may have been part of the 
same building project as the Temple and the 
Antonia. The Upper City, where the Royal 
Palace was located, was the quarter of the 
wealthy aristocrats. Excavations have now 
uncovered this magnificence (Avigad, 
Discovering Jerusalem, ch. 3), 

A Third North Wall’ was begun by Agrippa 
(ap 41-44), but he was warned to desist by the 
Romans. Itremained unfinished when the 
great war with Rome (Jewish War) broke out, 
the Zealat revolt of ap 66-70 (74) 


° 250 yards 
250 metres 
Strouthion 


Archaeological opinion is divided over the 
location of the second and third N walls, but 
whichever view one adopts, the traditional 
tomb of Jesus now in the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre remains firmly outside the city-wall 
In AD 70 Titus systematically destroyed the 
fortifications and walls of Jerusalem. He left 
three towers standing at the NW of the Upper 
Palace; one still remains (incorporated into the 
modern ‘Citadel’ inside the Jafta Gate). The 
streets and houses burnt down by the troops 
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of Titus are currently being located and 
recognized by archaeologists Avigad and 
Mazar. 


After AD 70 
Further di 


aster lay ahead. The Bar-Kokhba 


Revolt in aD 132 led to the expulsion of all Jews 
from Jerusalem, and its re-foundation as Aelia 
Capitolina (dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus). 
Not until the fourth century aD could Jews 
return to ‘the holy city 


(Tell es-Sultan)s 


(Mezad Hasidie) 
(khirbet Qumran} 


The area surrounding 
Jerusalem in New 
Testament times, 

‘a0y possible 
sites for Emmaus, This 
‘map does not indicate 
j ‘elevation but Jerusalem 
- isc, 3,809 (c, 1,170m) 

‘above the level ofthe 


Dead Sea 


= Dad Sea 


Part ofa map made asa 
‘mosaic on the floor of St 
George's church at 
Medeba, Jordan. This 
section showos Jerusalem 
with its streets, gates 
and churches, sixth 
century 40. 
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A recent aerial 
photograph of ferusalem 
from the W. 
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The city from the air 


The photograph reproduced above, with its 
accompanying key on the facing page, 
complement the description of the historical 
prowth of Jerusalem (pages 102-108) and t 
location of the city (page 105). The distant view 
of the Dead Sea sets the photograph in the 
context of that map, 

Imagination is needed to picture the city as it 
would have appeared in ancient times 
Although much of archaeological value is 
preserved, many predominant buildings are 
pstrbiblical in origin, such asthe Dome of the 

‘ock and, of course, the churches. The 
present-day walled area (the ‘Old city’) was 
not given its definitive shape until the 
sixteenth century when Suleiman the 
Magnificent built the walls 

The line of walls now visible should be 
compared with the plans on pages 102-104 
(which mark Suleiman’s walls clearly), with 
the drawing on page 109 and the photographs 
‘on pages 110-11] 

:xcavations have shown conclusively that 
the earliest city was on the SE hill, an area now 
wholly outside the city walls (the S wall was 
retracted N in the second century ap). It must 
be clearly borne in mind that the original Zion 


lay on the E ridge; by the time of Josephus the 
name was already erroneously attached to the 
SW hill. 

Few traces remain from the pre-Jebusite 
period, but it may be inferred that a small town 
grew on the SE ridge, within easy reach of the 
spring Gihon in the valley to the E, The 
Jebusites enlarged the city to a limited extent, 
most notably by the construction of terrace: 
so that their E wall lay well down the slope 
towards the spring. This terracing and E wall 
seem to have needed frequent maintenance 
and repair tll their final destruction by the 
Babylonians in the early sixth century nc, after 
which the E wall was again retracted to the 
ridge. Present opinion is inclined to consider 
the word ‘Millo’ (e.g. 2Sa. 5:9; 1 Ki. 9:15), 
which derives from a Heb. root meaning ‘ill’, 
to refer to this terracing, 

In times of peace it was common practice for 
houses to be built outside the walls, which 
from time to time necessitated new walls and 
fortifications. David’s and Solomon’ city 
extended N, in particular, the Temple being 
built on the NE hill; the royal palace was 
probably situated in the area between the older 
ity and the Temple area. 
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This intermediate are is probably the 
‘Ophel’ of such passages as 2 Ch. 27:3 (the 
name means ‘swelling’, and was used of the 
citadel of other cities too, e.g. Samaria, cf. Ki. 
|, NE); but some scholars apply the term to 
the whole E ridge Sof the Temple, The 
Jebusite city, or perhaps more strictly the 
central fortress of it, already bore the name 
'Zion’ (the meaning of which is uncertain, 
peters ‘dry area’ or ‘eminence’) at the time of 
wid’s capture, after which it was also called 
‘the city of David’ (¢f.2Sa. 5:6-10; 1 Ki. 8:1). 
‘The name ‘Zion’ became, or remained, 
synonymous with Jerusalem asa whole. 

It was in the prosperous days of the eighth 
century 8c that the city first spread to the W 
ridge; this new suburb seems to have been 
called the Second Quarter or Mishneh (2 Ki. 
22:14). A wall later enclosed it, built either in 
Hezekiah’s reign (cf. 2 Ch. 32:5) or somewhat 
later, It is certain that this extension included 
the NW hill, but whether the SW hill was now 
occupied is as yet unresolved. Israeli 
archaeologists conclude that it was, and that 
the Pool of Siloam was inside the city walls in 
Hezekiah’s reign; but K. M. Kenyon 
maintained otherwise. 


Jerusalem was sacked by Nebuchadrezzar’s 
troops in 587 sc; most of the buildings were 
destroyed, and the city walls were 
demolished. The Temple was rebuilt at the end 
of the century, and Jerusalem had a small, 
population once again; but it was not until the 
mid-fifth century that the Persian authorities 

mitted the rebuilding of the city walls, by 

jehemiah. 

No doubt Nehemiah rebuilt earlier walls so 
far as was practicable, but itis clear from 
excavations that the W ridge was abandoned, 
and also the E slopes of the SE hill. The 
Jebusite terracing had been too thoroughly 
demolished for repair, and Nehemiah 
therefore retracted the E wall to the ridge itself. 

‘The development of the city in the inter- 
testamental period and the three walls of 
Josephus are discussed on pages 104105 

city lay in ruins between AD 70 and the 
Bar-Kokhba revolt sixty years later. The 
‘emperor Hadrian then rebuilt the city, naming 
it Aelia Capitolina; his city was much smaller 
than its predecessor, with the permanent 
retraction of the S wall. During the Christian 
ta, the sizeof Jerusalem has been by no 
means constant. 


Key othe photograph 
‘opposite, showing bot 
tcent and modern sites 
‘and their relationship, 
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The Temples of Solomon and Herod 


Steven's reconstruction 
of Solomon's Temple, 
showing the twin free- 
standing pillars (Jachin 
and Boas, the 
westibule porch and 
side storage chambers, 
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Solomon’s Temple 
That it stood within the area now called 
‘Haram esh-Sherif’ at the E side of the ‘Old 
City’ of Jerusalem is undisputed. The precise 
location within the vast enclosure is less 
certain. The highest part of the rock (now 
covered by the building known as ‘The Dome 
ofthe Rock’) may have been the ste ofthe 
innermost sanctuary or of the altar of burnt- 
offering outside (2 Ch, 3:1;¢f. 2 Sa. 24:25). This 
rock was presumably part of the threshing- 
floor of Araunah (Oman), bought by David for 
a sum given as 50 silver shekels (2 Sa. 24:24) or 
600 gold shekels (1 Ch. 21:25). 

jothing of Solomon's structure remains 
above ground, nor were any definite traces 
found in the diggings sponsored by the 
Palestine Exploration Fund. Indeed, itis likely 
that the work of levelling the rock and building 
up the great retaining walls for the courtyard 
of Herod's Temple obliterated earlier 
constructions. 

The passages 1 Ki. 6-7 and 2Ch. 3-4 must be 
the bases of any reconstruction of Solomon's 
Temple. The Temple proper wasan oblong, 
orientated Eand W. It is reasonable to assume 
that, like Ezekiel’'s Temple, it stood on a 
platform (cf. Ezk. 41:8). No dimensions are 
as for the surrounding area. nee 

lowing Ezekie!’s plan, it seems that there 
‘were two courtyards, inner and outer; a 
suggestion supported by 1 Ki. 6:36; 7:12; 
2Ki. 23:12; 2Ch. 49. 

The bronze altar for burnt offerings stood in 
the inner court (1 Ki, 822, 61,925) It was 20 


cubits* square and 10 cubits high (2Ch. 4:1). 
Between this and the porch was the bronze 
Javer holding water for ritual washings (Av 
‘molten’ or ‘brazen sea’, 1 Ki, 7:23-26). This 

at basin, 10 cubits in diameter, rested uy 
{our groups offour bronze oxen crientated to 
the four compass-points. These were removed 
by Ahaz (2 Ki. 16:17), 

‘A flight of steps would have led up from the 
inner court to the porch (Heb. ‘alam). The 
entrance was flanked by two pillars, Jachin 
and Boaz, with elaborately ornamented 
‘capitals. Their purpose remains indeterminate; 


W of the porch was the large chamber in 
which the ordinary rituals were performed, 
This ‘holy place’ (Av'temple’; Heb, hékil, a 
word derived through Canaanite from 


Sumerian é:gal, ‘great house’) was 40 cubits 
long, 20in breadth, and 30 high. It was shut 
off fom the porch by double doors of eypress 
wood, each composed of two leaves, 

Latticed windows near the ceiling lighted 
the holy place (1 Ki. 6:4). Here stood the 
golden incense-altar, the table for showbread, 
and five pairs of lampstands, together with the 
instruments of sacrifice. The double doors of 
cypress leading tothe inner sanctuary were 
rarely opened, probably only for the hi 
Priest at the atonement ceremony. 


* The'cubi varies utis usualy se distance rom elbow to 
Singertip. about 1517 ins 8-43 
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‘The inner sanctuary was a perfect cube of 20 
cubits, Although it mightbe expected thatthe 
floor was raised above the hékil, there is no 
hint of this. Within stood two wooden figures 
side by side, 10 cubits high. Two of their wings 
met in the centre above the ark of the 
covenant, and the other wing of each touched 
the Nand § walls respectively (1 Ki. 6:23-28), 
In this most holy place the presence of God 
was shown by a cloud (1K 8:10) 

Each room was panelled with cedar wood 
and the floor planked with cypress (or pine, 
Heb. bfrds). The walls and doors were carved 
with flowers, palm trees and cherubim, and 
overlaid with gold in the way approved for 
ancient temples, as inscriptions testify. No 
stonework was visible 

‘The outer walls of the inner sanctuary and 
the holy place were built with two offsets of 
‘one cubit to support the joists of three storeys 
of small chambers all around. Thus the 

ind-floor chambers were five cubits wide, 
{Rose above six, and the uppermost seven, A 
door inthe side gave access to spiral 
staircase serving the upper floors. These 
rooms doubtless housed various stores and 
vestments, provided accommodation, maybe, 
for the priests in course, and sheltered the 
offerings of money and goods made by the 
‘worshippers, 

‘Much has been made of the ity of the 
syfeipalacs 0 Ihe Tempe anette ialcrence 
drawn that it was the ‘Chapel Royal’. While 
admitting such a relationship (emphasized by 
the passage connecting the two buildings ~ 


2 Ki. 16:18 refers to it as ‘the covered way for 
the sabbath’), it should be remembered that it This drawing shows the 
was appropriate for the viceroy of Yahweh to. Sapproaches tothe 
reside near to the house of God; entry was not Pearevortion the 
restricted to the king. LD preknt tor 
Wentry to the Royal 
Stoa (foreground). It 
should be related to the 
plan on p.104 and the 


Herod's Temple. 


Later history 
Ancient temples generally served as state 
treasuries, emptied to pay tribute or filled and 


decorated with booty according to the power alike 106-107 
of the land. If, for some reason, a ruler paid and 110-111. Within 
little attention to the temple it would lose its this mst and 
revenue and rapidly fall into disrepair (of 2 Ki. itgifcent enclosure, 


12:4-15). Solomon's Temple was no exception, _ Pe" to Gentiles, was the 


The treasures which he had gathered in the Inner Temple, reserved 
‘Temple were raided in the reign of his son, Sorlereel (nat si 
Rehoboam, by Shishak of Egypt (1 Ki. 14:26). 


Later kings, including even Hezekiah, who 
had adorned the Temple (2 Ki. 18:15f.), used 
the treasure to purchase allies (Asa, 1 Ki. 15:18) 
orto pay tribute and buy off an invader (Ahaz, 
2 Ki. 16:8). The idolatrous kings added the 
appurtenances of a Canaanite shrine, 

including the symbols of pagan deities (2 Ki, 
21:4; 23:1-12), while Ahaz introduced an altar 
of foreign type, displacing the laver, at the 
time of his submission to Tiglath-pileser III 

(2 Ki. 16:10-17). By the time of Josiah (c. 640 
Sc), three centuries after its construction, the 
Temple was in need of considerable repair, 
which had to be financed by the contributions 
of the worshiy (2 Ki. 22:4). In 587 Bcit was 
Iooted by Netachadrezzarand sacked @ Ks 
25:9, 13-17). Even after the destruction men 
‘came to sacrifice there (Je. 41:5). 
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Herod’s Temple 

The building of Herod's Temple, commenced 
early in 19 8c, was an attempt to reconcile the 
Jews to their Idumaean king rather than to 
glorify God. Great care was taken to respect 
the sacred area during the work, even to the 
training of 1,000 priests as masons to build the 
shrine. Although the main structure was 
finished within ten years (c, 9 8c), work 
continued until ap 64 

Asa basis for the Temple buildings and to 
provide a gathering-place, an area about 450 m 
(c. 1,478 ft) from N to S and about 300 m (c. 985 
ft) from E to W was made level. In places the 
rock surface was cut away, buta large part was 
built up with rubble and the whole enclosed by 
a wall of massive stone blocks (normally about 
Im (c. 3 ft) high and up to 5 m (c. 16 ft) long 
of. Mk. 13:1). At the SE corner, overlooking the 
Kidron ravine, the inner courtyard was about 
45 m (c. 148 ft) above the rock. Perhaps the 
parapet above this comer was the pinnacle of 
the Temple (Mt. 4:5). Stretches of this wall still 
stand. One gateway pierced the N wall (Tadi 

te), but was apparently never used, and one 

led through the wall on the E (under the 
present Golden Gate). Traces of the two 
Jerodian gates on the S side are still visible 
beneath the Mosque of el-Agsa. Ramps led 
upwards from these to the level of the court. 
Four gates faced the city on the W. One at least 
was approached by viaducts across the 
Tyropoeon valley. 

At the NW comer the fortress of Antonia 
dominated the enclosure, its garrison always 
athand to subdue any unrest in the Temple (cf 
Lk, 13:1; Acts 21:31-35). The high priest's 
robes were stored therein asa token of 
subjection 


Top eft: the SE corner of Herd’s Temple from the Mt of 

lies. fn this carly morning view the Seal n shad 

on the right ofthe picture the wall projecting fr is 

centre flnter ork and should be ignored) Te tos 

leading upto the 5 wall corespon ta the never ght, 

Fel he smal double gate onthe Sol, nthe deg 
he revi pg 


‘Middle eft: the Grent Join, at the Send ofthe E wall ofthe 
Temple Mount (looking S). The further masonry isa 
section of wall added to an older one by Herod. Note the 
difference betioeen the smoothly finished Herodian stones 

i the rougher bosses ofthe older ones. There isan arch 
(Yormerty a vault supporting steps leading up to an entry) 
in the Herodian walling. The older masonry ts compared 
bry Kenyon with the Persian architecture in Phoenicia (at 

near Sidon, and at Byblos), and assigned to 

Zerubtael (c. 516 2). 


Bottom left: Herodian masonry of Temple Mount, detail 

re lad as ashlars (square stones) in 
regular horizontal rows (averaging 3-8 c.0,9-1.3m, in 
height) without mortar and with precise joints. The ‘peg’ 
used for winching has been left om the stone. 
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‘The outer court of the Temple was 
surrounded by a portico, inside the walls. As 
described by Josephus (Ant. 15. 410-416), the S 
porch had four rows of columns and was 
Called the Royal Porch, The porticoes of the 
other sides each had two rows. Solomon's 
Porch stretched along the E side (Jn. 10:23; 
Acts 3:11; 5:12). In these colonnades the scribes 
held their schools and debates (of: Mk. 11:27; 
Lk, 2:46; 19:47) and the merchants and money- 
changers had their stalls (Lk. 19:45-46; 

Jn. 2:14-16). The inner area was raised slightly 
above the Court of the Gentiles and 
surrounded by a balustrade. Notices in Gk. 
and Lat, warned that no responsibility could 
be taken for the probable death of any Gentile 
who ventured within. Two of these 
inscriptions have been found, Four gates gave 
access on the Nand § sides and one on the E. 
This last had doors of Corinthian bronze-work 
and may be the Beautiful Gate of Acts 3:2. 

‘The first court inside (Women’s Court) 
contained the chests for gifts towards the 
expenses of the services (Mk, 12:41—44). Men 
were allowed into the Court of Israel, raised 
above the Court of the Women, and at the time 
of the Feast of Tabernacles could enter the 
innermost (Priests’) Court to circumambulate 
the altar. This was built of unhewn stone, 22 
cubits away from the porch (cf. Mt, 23:35). The 
plan of the shrine copied Solomon's, The 
porch was 100 cubits wide and 100 cubits high 
A doorway 20 cubits wide and 40 high gave 
entry, and one half that size led into the holy 
place: This was 40 cubits long and 20 cubits 
wide, A curtain divided the holy place from 
the inner sanctuary (the veil, Mt. 27:51; Mk. 

15:38; of. 2Ch. 3:14), The inner sanctuary was 

20 cubits square and, like the holy place, 40 

cubits high. An empty room above the holy 
lace and the inner sanctuary rose to the 

\eight of the porch, 100 cubits, thus making a 
level roof. Three storeys of chambers 
surrounded the N, Sand W sides toa height of 
40 cubits. Golden Spikes were fixed on the roof 
to prevent birds from perching there 

he magnificent structure of cream stone 
and gold was barely finished (aD 64) before it 
was destroyed by the Roman soldiery (aD 70), 
The golden candelabrum, the table of show- 
bread and other objects were carried in triumph 
to Rome, as depicted on the Arch of Titus 


Top right: vault against S wall ofthe Temple Mount. This 
‘vault supported a street or terrace built against the outside 
ofthe wall. Roman forces under Titus destroyed these 
‘aults by fre in 470, 


Bottom right lstred stonework of the wall here the 
tuulls supporting an external terrace have bee lot. The 
height and shape ofthe “istering’ indicates a series of 
stepped vaults. 
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The Holy Land today 
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Few areas of the world can have suffered so 
Severely or so constantly from warfare and 
destruction as the Holy Land. Partly because 
of its strategic location on the coastal edge of 
the Fertile Crescent, and also precisely because 
it isa holy land for three great world religions, 
its history has been a record of violence: 
invasions and wars occurred throughout OT 
times and persisted in the days of the 
Maccabaean, Roman, Byzantine, Arab and 
Seljuk empires and under Crusader and 
Ottoman control. All of these, and more, were 
inters for good measure with periodic 
raids by the tribes of the E deserts driving, 
towards the coast. 

Repeated destruction led to the 
abandonment of settlements and the loss of 
forest and soil cover. Administrative neglect 
and the diversion of world economic attention 
from the Mediterranean produced a 
situation in which, by the mid-nineteenth 
century, the country possessed not a single 
road, and its pastoral subsistence economy 
was little different from that which Abraham 
had known. 

‘Among the factors which can be identified 
as ushering in a new era are the following: 

1. a revival of interest in the land itself among, 
Europeans, from 1860 onwards, with the 
Palestine Exploration Fund taking a lead; 

2. the first Jewish settlements of the modern 
tera on the coast in the 1870s; 3. construction of 
the first railway (Gaza-Jerusalem), opened in 
1892; 4. urbanization of the central littoral and 
the growth of the new city of Tel Aviv 
(1922:15,000 inhabitants; 1983: urbanized area 
one million); 5. opening of the modern port of 
Haifa in 1933; 6. proclamation of the state of 
Israel, 1948. 

Although this last development was born 
‘out of war and has generated a new era of 
conflict, the cumulative impacts on the 
landscape of the past half-century have been 
very sting, Briefly, they are the product of 

spread of irrigation, The main change has 
been one of scale: from small-scale irrigation 
by well or runnel to major water transfers by 
aqueduct or pipe, Like California, the Holy 
Land has the problem that most of the waters 
in the N, while most of the irrigable land is in 
the S. The water supplies of Galilee are 
therefore critical, not only to Israel but also to 
Jordan, which hs its own irigation projects; 
the two countries must divide available 
resources between them. In Israel, where all 
water rights are owned by the state, transfer 
takes place over the full ength ofthe count 
from Galilee to the Negeb. Tel Aviv is supplied 
by the same means. 


The Holy Land as itis today. 


The commercialization of agriculture. The 
former subsistence economy is being steadily 
replaced by cash-crop production of fruits and 
vegetables, largely grown under irrigation. 
These compete in export markets not only in 
W Europe but also — in the case of Jordan’s 
products — in the expanding markets of the 
Arab oil states. 

Conservation and afforestation. To arrest the 
destructive process of erosion which has 
continued for so long, modern conservation 
methods have been introduced, as well as a 
revival and extension of the ancient practice of 
terracing hillsides. The planting of trees fixes 
bare slopes and produces wind breaks. Itis too 
late to recover the soil losses of centuries, but it 
isat least possible to minimize them in the 
future. 

The growth of industry. Difficult as this 

rowth has been in an area whose resources of 

fuels and metals are negligible, it has been vital 
to the economic life of Israel, where so many 
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immigrants have arrived from urban-industrial 
backgrounds in Europe. Lack of raw materials 
has in part been compensated by the skills 
these immigrants possess, and the growth of 
the urban core around Tel Aviv has been 
spectacular. 

The colonization of empty areas. On Israels 
proclamation day, in 1948, the Jewish 
population was about 650,000. Since then it 
Fas quadrupled. To accommodate this 
increase, Israel has established hundreds of 
rural settlements — the Kibbutz and the moshav 

many of them in empty areas where 
Jong-deserted towns or villages have been 


revived, At the same time, large numbers of 
Arabs have fled or been displaced from 
existing settlements, and have either had to be 


resettled or have remained as refugees. 
Between nation and nation, cause and 
counter-cause, the distribution of population 
in the Holy Land has been profoundly altered 
since 1948, 


tigation pie. 
Quetara Ribu 
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Time charts 


1 MESOPOTAMIA 


3rd-2nd millennia Bc (main periods with selected reigns) 
3100-2700 Uruk IV-Early Dynastic I Periods 
2600-2370 3rd Early Dynastic Period 
2370-2228 Old Akkadian (Agade) Period 
2306-2292 Manistusu 
2254-2230 Sar-kali-Sarri 
2113-1991 3rd Dynasty of Ur 
2113-2096 Ur-Nammu 
2037-2029 Su-Sin 
2028-2004 Ibbi-Sin 
1991-1786 Isin-Larsa Dynasties 
2017-1985 ISbi-Erra 
1934-1924 Lipit-Istar 
1894-1595 Old Babylonian Period (Ist Dynasty of 
Babylon) 
'792-1750 Hammurabi 
1646-1626 Ammisaduga 
1605-1150 Kassite Period 


Ist millennium Bc 
Assyrian Empire 
859 Ashurnasirpal II 

805,824 Shalmaneser I 

(853 Batt ”) 
2511 ShannahieAded 
810-783 Adad-nirari IL 
782-773 Shalmaneser IV 
772-756 Ashurdan 
755-745 Ashurnirari V 
744-727 Tiglath-pileser Ill 
726-722 Shalmaneser V 
721-708 Sargon Il 
704-681 Sennacherib 
680-669 Esarhaddon 
(668-630 Ashurbanipal 
629-627 Ashuretililani 
626-612 Sinsharishkun 

(612 Fall of Nineveh) 
612-609 Ashuruballit, 

(609 Fall of Haran) 


Babylonian Empire 
‘Nabopolassar 
(605-562 Nebuchadrezzar II 
PE ae a ea, 
(562 Captive Jehoiachin favoured by Amél-Marduk) 
50h 586 Nerigsear 
556 Labashi-Marduk 
556-539 Nabonidus, Belshazzar 
(co-regents 549-539) 
(639 Fall of Babylon) 


Persian Empire 
539-530 Cyrus 
530-522 Cambyses 
1522-486 Darius I 
'486-465/4 Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) 
464-423 Artaxerxes | 
423-404 Darius Il Nothus 
404-359 Artaxerxes II Mnemon 
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359/8-3387 Artaxerxes II Ochus 
3387-3365 Arses. 

3365-331 Darius III Codomanus 
331-323 Alexander of Macedon 


2 EGYPT 


3rd millennium Bc 
€.3100-2680 Archaic Period (Protodynastic): 


Dynastin 12 
¢.2680-2180 Old Kingdom or Pyramid Age: 

sti 3-6 (Fie greatflring of Egyptian culture 
¢.2180-2040 Ist Intermediate Period: Dynasties 7-11 


2nd millennium wc 
2134-1786 Middle Kingdom: Dynasties 11-12 
(Second great age of Egyptian culture) 
1786-1540 2nd Intermediate Period: Dynasties 13-17 
(including the Hyksos) 
€.1552-1069 New Kingdom or Empire: Dynasties 18-20 
(Third seat period in Egyptian cit a 
1552-1305 (or 1294) 18th Dynasty (selected reigns): 
1490-1437 (or 1479-1426) Tuthmosis IL 
1390-1353 (or 1394-1357) Amenophis IIL 
1361-1345 (or 1365-1349) Amenophis IV/ 
Akhenaten 
1305-1198 (or 1294-1187) 19th Dynasty (selected 


es 

1305-1304 (or 1294-1293) Rameses I 
1304-1290 (or 1293-1279) Sethos I 
1290-1224 (or 1279-1213) Rameses Il 
1224-1214 (or 1213-1203) Merenptah 

1198-1069 (or 1187-1069) 20th Dynasty 
(ie, Setnakht and Rameses I1]-XI) 


‘Ast millennium Be 
1069-332 Late Period: Dynasties 21-31 (Long period of 

decay interspersed with occasional brief periods of recovery) 

{petscted relgney: 

545715 Zand Dynasty 
‘945-924 Shosheng I (Shishak) 

716-664 25th Dynasty 
716-702 Shabako (’Shabaka’) 
702-690 Shebitku (‘Shabataka’) 
(690-664 Taharga (‘Tirhakah’) 

(664-525 26th 
‘664-656 Tanwetamani (‘Tanutamen’) 
664-610 Psammeticus | 
610-595 Neco I 
595-589 Psammeticus II 
589-570 Apries (Hophra) 

332-30 Hellenistic Period 
332-323 Alexander the Great 
323-285 Ptolemy ISoter 
(Gatrap 323-305/4, king 305/4-285) 

289-246 Ptolemy II Philadelphus 
246-221 Ptolemy III Euergetes 
221-205 Ptolemy IV Philopator 
205-180 Ptolemy V Epiphanes 
180-145 Ptolemy VI Philometor 
145 Ptolemy VII Neos Philopator 
145-116 Ptolemy VIII Euergetes II 
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51-30 Cleopatra VII 
BO. Roman province 
Later: 
€.30 BC-AD 641 Roman and Byzantine Epochs 
Eeypt (Coptic becomes part of Christen 
is is followed by the Islamic period, lasting to the 
present day. 


3. SYRIA 


Hellenistic Period 
312-64 BC The Seleucids 


312-281 Seleucus I Nikator 
281-261 Antiochus I Soter 
261-246 Antiochus Il Theos 
246-226 Seleucus Il Kallinikos 
226-223 Seleucus Ill Soter 
223-187 Antiochus Ill the Great 
187-175 Seleucus IV Philopator 
175-164 Antiochus IV Epiphanes 
164-161 Antiochus V Eupator 
161-150 Demetrius I Soter 
150-145 Alexander Balas 

145-138 Demetrius Il Nikator 
145-142 Antiochus VI Epiphanes 
142-138 Tryphon 

138-129 Antiochus VII Sidetes 
129-125 Demetrius II Nikator 
128-123 Alexander Il Zebinas 


64 Roman province 


4 BIBLICAL HISTORY 


From Abraham to Saul 
(There are two possible sets of dates for this early period. 
See pp.38-39.) 


Higher chronology Lower chronology 
€.2165-1990 BC 2000-1825 BC” Abraham 
€-2065-1885 1900-1720 Isaac 
€.2000-1860 1840-1700 Jacob 
€.1910-1800 1750-1640 Joseph 
©1875 1700 Entry into Egypt 
1450 €.1260 Exodus 
©1380-1050 1200-1050 Judges period 
‘The Monarch 


1050 (or 1085}-931/930 nc The United Monarchy 
1050 (or 1045)-1011/10 Saul 


1011/10-971/70 David 

971/70-931/30 Solomon 
931/30-587 The Divided Monarchy 

JUDAH ISRAEL 


931/30-913 Rehoboam — 931/30-910/09 
(925 Sheshong invades Jeroboam | 


Palestine) '910/09-909/08 Nadab 
913-911/10 Abijam —_909/08-886/85 Basha 
911/10-870/69 Asa '886/85-885/84 Elah 
870/69-848 Jehoshaphat 885/84 Zimri 

(co-regent -) 885/84 Tibni 
848-841 Jehoram 885/84-874/73 Omri 


(co-regent from 853) 874/73-853 Ahab 


rd 
S00 1900 1900 1700 1600 1800 1400 1300 1200 1100 1000 900 860 00 800 $00 0030000100100) 


‘Simplified diagram of the history of Israel from patriarchal times tothe fall of Jerusalem in 4070. 
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841 Ahaziah 853-852 Ahaziah 
841-835 Athaliah 852-841 Joram 
835-796 Joash 841-814/13 Jehu 
796-767 Amaziah 814/13-798 Jehoahaz 


767-740/39 Azariah —_—_798-782/81 Jehoash 
(Uzziah) (co-regent _782/81-753 Jeroboam II 


from 791/90) (co-regent from 793/92) 


740/39-732/31 Jotham 753-752 Zechariah 
(co-regent from 750) 752 Shallum 
730/31-716/15 Ahaz —_752-742/41 Menahem 
(co-regent from _742/41-740/39 Pekahiah 
748/43; senior 740/39-73231 Pekah 
winerfrom735) 7321-72422 Hoshea 
7115687186 Hezekiah (722 Fall of Samaria) 
1687/86-642/41 
Manasseh (co-regent 
from 696/95) 
642/41-640/39 Amon 
640/39-609 Josiah 
609 Jehoahaz. 
609-597 Jehoiakim 
(605 Battle of 
Carchemish. Daniel 
‘and his friends are 
taken to Babylon) 
597 Jehoiachin 
(6972 Adar 
(15/16 March) 
Feral taken 
Nebuchadrezzar 
‘Many Jews exiled 
including Jeboachin 
‘and Ezekiel) 
597-587 Zedekiah 
(687 Fall of Jerusalem. 
‘More Jews into exile) 


Hasmonaean rulers 142-37 Bc 
143/2-135/4 Simon the Maccabee 
135/4-104 John Hyreanus I 
104-103 Aristobulus I 
103-76 Alexander Jannaeus 
76-67 Salome Alexandra 
67-63 Aristobulus IT 
(63 Pompey establishes Roman 

protectorate) 
63-40 Hyrcanus I 
40-37 Antigonus 
37-Herod the Great 


Synopsis of main events affecting the Hol 
Land from the exile to the end of the ”, 
Ist century AD 
538 Zerubbabel, Sheshbazzar and others 
return to Jerusalem 
537 Rebuilding of the Temple begun 
520 Temple-building resumed 
516 Temple completed 3 Adar (10 March) 
458 Ezra goes to Jerusalem 
445-433 Nehemiah at Jerusalem 
332 Palestine comes under the control of 
Alexander the Great 
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323 Death of Alexander 

301 Ptolemy I of Egypt gains control of 
Palestine 

198 Palestine passes from Egyptian to 
Syaannulewnl@ 

170/69 Antiochus IV Epiphanes launches his 
first campaign against Egypt 

168 Antiochus’ second Egyptian campaign 

167 Antiochus’ persecution of the Jews 
begins; pagan sacrifice in Jerusalem 
Temple. Matiathias inspires revolt at Modin 

167-40 Maccabees/Hasmonaeans dominate Judaea 

164 End of persecutions; purification of the 
‘Temple by Judas Maccabaeus 

150 8¢-AD 70 General period of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls 
143/2-135/4 Simon the last Maccabee 

135/4-104 John Hyrcanus 1, the first 
Hasmonaean 

103-76 Alexander Jannacus expands Jewish 
inj 

63 Pompey establishes Roman protectorate 
over Hasmonaean princes 

40 Herod the Great king of Judaea 

787 vc Birth of John the Baptist 
Birth of Jesus 

729 Baptism of Jesus 
Death of John the Baptist 

30 (Passover) Jesus in Jerusalem (Jn.2:13) 

30/31 (Dee. /jan.) Jesus in Samaria (Jn.4:1-42) 

31 (Feast of Tabernacles) Jesus 
(Jn.5:1) 

32 (Passover) Feeding of 5,000 Jn 6:4) 
(Feast of Tabernacles) Jesus in Jerusalem 
n.72) 

(Feast of Dedication) Jesus in Jerusalem 
(jn.10:22) 

33 (Passover) Crucifixion and Resurrection, 
Pentecost 

3435 Paul's conversion 

37/38 Paul's first visit to Jerusalem 

46/47 Paul's first missionary journey 

48 Apostolic Counc in Jerusalem 

48-51 Paul's second missionary journey 

50 Paul reaches Corinth 

53 Paul's third missionary journey begins 

54-57 Paul in Ephesus 

57 Paul's departure for Troas 

58 Paul meets Titus in Europe 

58-59 Paul in Macedonia and Achaia (and 
Ilyria?) 

59 Paul returns to Jerusalem 

59-61 Paul imprisoned in Caesarea 

61 Paul appeals to Caesar and departs for Rome 

62 He arrives in Rome 

62-64 He is imprisoned in Rome 

262 Martyrdom of James, brother of Jesus 

66 Outbreak of war with Rome 

70 Fall of Jerusalem to Titus 

74 Fall of Jewish zealots at Masada 

81-96 Persecution of Christians by Domitian 

€.100 Death of John 
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‘Simplified family tree of Herod the Great. 
Herodian rulers 
37-4 Herod the Great 3637 Marullus 
4 8c Kingdom divided (see pages 70-71) 37-41 Herennius Capito 
JUDAEA GALILEE ITURAEA ete. Between Herod Agri land the Jewish Revolt: 
4446 ‘Cuspius Fadus 
4BC-AD6 4BC-AD39 48c-AD¥4 4648 Tiberius Alexander 
Archelaus Antipas Philip 48.52 Ventidius Cumanus 
(6-36 aD Roman 37-44 Herod 52-60 M. Antonius Felix 
jovernors) Agrippal 60-62 ——_—Porclus Festus 
H-t4 Herod 6264 Coditss Aibinus 
‘Agrippal 64-66 Gessius Florus 
king over judaca, 
Galilee and Peraea 5 ROMAN EMPIRE 
sorchra 1 empe r ti 
governors) 50-100 Ay Roman emperors (a selective contemporary list) 
30-53 ing of Chalets 27 BC-AD 14 Augustus ne 
From 56 (or 61) Agrippa Il king over 14-37 Tiberius 
parts of Galilee and Pefaca 37-41 Gaius (Caligula) 
6 Jewish Revolt 153-100 king of 34 Claudius 
former tetrarchies 54-68 Nero 
‘of Philip and ce) ‘The Year of the Four Emperors 
Lysanias (Galba, Otho, Vitellius and Vespasian) 
79 Vespasian 
Roman governors 781 Titus 
Between the rule of Archelaus and Herod Agrippa 81-96 Domitian 
6-9.AD Coponius 96-98 Nerva 
912 M. Ambivius 98-117 Trajan 
12-15 Annius Rufus 117-138 Hadrian 
15-26 Valerius Gratus, 138-161 Antoninus Pius 
26-36 Pontius Pilate 161-181 Marcus Aurelius 
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Further reading 


FOR THE GENERAL READER THE FOLLOWING 
[BOOKS ARE SUGGESTED: 


Old Testament 

‘Ye Ahazont, The Land ofthe Bible, second edition (Buen 
and Oates, 1979). 

Denis Bal, ie Congrapy of the Bie (Lutterworth, 1957). 

Ci Borne), Fro Vilage a Lore’ anvrtruction to New 
‘Ente Archarolgy (Phakda, 1977) 

P.R'S. Moorey, Bila! Lands (Elsevier Phaidon, 1975). 

[Wiseman (ed), Peoples of Oli Testament Tins 
{Oxford University Press, 197). 


Meigen 2, seu Roe don 
Ni Caryand HH, Sulla, A ister of Rome down the 
io iene rn, 

Schoey, The story of he eta Pept the ge of us 
Gina eviaed 1975 ad 199, eds, eres Milar 
rd M Blah) Fe. Clark, 197), 
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Evens (Thames and tludson, 1978, epnintd ith 
omertions The eral Js ne, 1982) 
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the Greeisand Romans 


[FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN A MORE DETAILED 
STUDY OF ARCHAEOLOGY: 


Stent Map Manual: Historie Gengraphy ofthe Ble Lands 
‘Gandervan Plshing House, 1923). 


“Those unfamiliar with archaeological work ae often 
tolled thew atsempys fo keep up to date with new 
«Seaton ay pau Fel, 
{Bnguage journals Béla) Arsusolgs sue Exploration 
[outta and PstineEplomton Quartolycantoe used 
{ind understood by nonespeclists and each is the organ 
Sta sucety which anyone interested in orchacology can 
Join, Inporant eioyraphies (roms tarcaniden 
‘tablished by N. Clesi ane pubhed in HUCA (Here 
tin alge Aref 1971 anc 11. Reports on 
Sent workatemode nando he erie Gn 
French). 
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